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By adam Clay
Hiawatha World

Active cases of Covid-19 have been dropping in recent 
weeks, and much of the information released by local 
and state health departments has shifted to vaccina-
tion-related data rather than case updates.

Brown County reported 1,168 cases as of Wednesday 
morning. the Brown County Health Department issued 
a release a request regarding an overflow of calls to the 
office about the Covid-19 vaccine. The release requests 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Every year the Hi-
awatha Chamber and 
Visitors Bureau presents 
annual awards to the 
Business, Volunteer and 
Organization of the Year.

The awards are typical-
ly presented at the organi-
zation’s Annual Meeting 
— held this time of year 
— however due to COVID 
concerns, the meeting is 
being postponed.

Chamber officials said 

they hope to have an an-
nual celebration or a 
mixer later in the spring 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Local landowners ex-
pressed their concern to 
Brown County Commis-
sioners at Monday’s reg-
ular meeting over a pro-
posed industrial chicken 
feed operation that they 
recently found out about.

Brown County residents 
Randy Fee, Wyatt Kerl and 
Jack Geiger, along with 
Rural Water District 2 rep-
resentatives David Over-
dick and Paul Rush voiced 
their concerns with the 
potential of a chicken feed 
farm that is proposed to 
be built in Padonia Town-
ship.

The location of the pro-
posed industrial-sized 
operation is near the junc-
tion of Nighthawk and 
270th roads, which is just a 
few miles northeast of the 

city limits of Hiawatha.
The landowners said 

news of the operation 

Locals express  
concern over proposed 

chicken operation

UNSPLaSH

Brown County landowners are 
concerned about a proposed 
chicken feed operation that is 
expected to go in near Nighthawk 
and 270th.

COVID cases see decline;  
officials release vaccine info

HCVB seeking award nominations

The Hiawatha School district’s recently purchased The Hiawatha School district’s recently purchased 
tractor was put to good use earlier this week as tractor was put to good use earlier this week as 

maintenance employee Jeff May was seen clearing maintenance employee Jeff May was seen clearing 
the elementary school parking lot Tuesday morning the elementary school parking lot Tuesday morning 

after the area received 4-5 inches of snow on Monday.after the area received 4-5 inches of snow on Monday.
By JOSEPHiNE MayBy JOSEPHiNE May

By JOSEPHiNE May

Tristan Dickinson, USD 415 bus mechanic and member of the maintenance crew, sprays 
the sidewalks in front of the middle school Tuesday morning.

By JOSEPHiNE May

Hiawatha and the surrounding communities got a 
blast of winter this week with a few inches of snow 
— although it wasn’t nearly what was predicted for 
Northeast Kansas.

By JOEy May | HiaWaTHa WOrLd

After another 2 inches of snow added to Monday’s accumulation, city crews were out 
again during the day on Wednesday clearing streets.

SUBMiTTEd

Seven-year-old Khloe Wissler took advantage of a 
snow day Wednesday for some snow boarding and 
sledding down the hill near the old Robinson schools.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

After a relatively mild 
winter so far, the cold air 
and snow hit Northeast 
Kansas with a vengeance 
this week.

A winter storm swept 
through the Midwest and 
into the northern part of 
North America early week 
on Monday, dropping more 
than a foot of snow in some 
areas after initial rain and 
ice.

The Hiawatha area was 
initially predicted to be in 
the “hot spot,” according 
to reports from the Nation-
al Weather Service — ex-
pected to get between 8-12 
inches of snow throughout 
the day on Monday.

Sheriff John Merchant 
reported earlier in the day 
Monday that the emergen-
cy notifications predicted 
heavy snowfall Monday 
afternoon — between 1-2 

inches falling per hour.
Meteorologists said the 

storm remained on track, 
however the cooler tem-
peratures were slower 
to arrive and the initial 
amounts of snow predict-
ed came in the form of rain 
and then ice. Hiawatha 
ended up receiving around 
half of the lower end of the 
predictions — about 4-5 
inches. The northern part 
of Brown County — near 
the state line reported 
heavier snowfall through-
out the day and more accu-
mulation.

In areas of Southeast 
Nebraska — near Falls 
City, Auburn and Peru 
— there were reports of 
9-10 inches in some areas. 
Lincoln, Neb., received 13 
inches, according to some 
reports.

Area schools canceled 
Sunday night in light of 

WINTER MAKES A STOP WINTER MAKES A STOP 
IN NORTHEAST KANSASIN NORTHEAST KANSAS

By JOSEPHiNE May

Milo the Golden Retriever loves snow! Please  see Winter/Page a5

Please  see Chicken/Page a5

Please  see awards/Page a5

Please  see COVid/Page a5


