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By Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha School Board met Mon-
day night and among discussion items 
was issues with bubbles forming in the 
surface of the new track at the high 
school stadium.

The board met at the Hiawatha Mid-
dle School library and the meeting was 
aired via Zoom conference and YouTube, 
with the link published on the district’s 
Facebook page and in the agenda.

The track was resurfaced in the 
summer of 2018 at a cost of around 
$900,000. Bubbles have formed in sev-
eral areas — some disappeared as con-
crete under the surface settled, but a 
few remain.

Chris Morey, district maintenance co-
ordinator, told the board Monday night 
that he had been in contact with the con-
tractors who installed the new track and 
they felt the issue was due to drainage.

District discusses issues with new track surface, approves budget
PHOTOS By JOSEPHiNE May

With school just around the cornerthe school district is working on issues on the new track where bubbles have occured due to water draining on the track.
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The district is working with the company that 
installed the track to take care of bubbles that have 
occurred due to water draining on the track.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Hiawatha students and teachers will 
be wearing masks when they return to 
the classroom in September.

Mask protocol was detailed in the 
Hiawatha USD 415’s “Return to Learn” 
plan, which was approved at Monday 
night’s meeting. Following a lengthy 
discussion on several of the provisions 
in the plan, the board cast a unanimous 
vote to approve it.

According to the plan, all students, 
adults and anyone else visiting the fa-
cilities in the district are required to 
wear a mask if over the age of 3. Su-
perintendent Lonnie Moser said there 
will be some exceptions to the rule and 
if health conditions prevent a person 
from wearing a mask, those situations 
will come under consideration as well.

Moser said he is asking for the in-
put of the teachers and administra-
tion teams to come up with protocol 
on “mask breaks” — essentially times 
when masks can be taken off during 
situations of social distancing at 6 feet 
or more. He said this provision is better 
for the teachers and administration to 
determine, as they are in each individ-
ual building and know the situation in 
the classroom and each class’s schedule 
best.

Hiawatha healthcare providers, 
Jodi Twombly, Danielle Jagels and 
Hiawatha Community Hospital CEO 
John Broberg were special guests at 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

A former Hiawatha man 
is being held in Alaska 
on a felony Brown Coun-
ty warrant charging him 
with three counts of sex-
ual exploitation of a child.

Brown County Attorney 
Kevin Hill sent a press re-
lease Wednesday afternoon 

stating that Kekoa 
Fujimori, 24, for-
merly of Hiawatha, 
was arrested by the 
Juneau Police De-
partment in Juneau, 
Alaska Tuesday 
night on the Brown 
County warrant.

Hill said that in late May 
2020, the Hiawatha Police 
Department received in-

formation pertain-
ing to an electron-
ically facilitated 
crime in Hiawatha.

“An Inquisition (a 
procedure in Kan-
sas were a county 
attorney can file 
pleadings in District 

Court wherein subpoenas 
can be issued and witness-
es can be called for discov-

ery purposes) was opened 
by the Brown County At-
torney’s Office and numer-
ous subpoenas for informa-
tion and documents were 
submitted to mobile and 
internet providers with the 
assistance of the Hiawatha 
Police Department,” Hill 
said in his news release.

The Hiawatha Police De-
partment, with the assis-

tance of the Brown County 
Attorney, then applied for 
and obtained a search war-
rant for digital evidence. 
On June 13, the Hiawatha 
Police Department, with the 
assistance of Brown Coun-
ty Sheriff deputies, served 
a search warrant at a resi-
dence located in Hiawatha.

Officers with Kansas 
Highway Patrol Troop N 

and the U.S. Secret Service 
assisted the mobile foren-
sics unit of the Hiawatha 
Police Department in an-
alyzing a large amount 
of digital evidence from 
digital media seized in 
the search warrant. Hill 
said, following their anal-
ysis, a criminal complaint 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Primary election votes were 
finalized Monday morning at 
the Brown County Commis-
sion meeting.

The commissioners went 
into a special canvassing ses-
sion during their regular meet-
ing to review a total of 44 provi-
sional ballots. As County Clerk 
Melissa Gormley explained, 
provisional ballots come from 
changes in address, name 
changes or changes in party 
affiliation that were not done 
prior to the deadline.

There was one ballot 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Brown County Commis-
sion voted in the 2021 budget of 
$11,240,285, following a public 
hearing at 9 a.m. Monday morn-
ing.

Commissioner Dwight Kruse 
said there were some decreases 
in the next year’s budget and the 
mil levy — 31.038 — was slight-
ly lower than for 2020. Valua-
tion within the county increased 
from $198,178,198 to an estimated 
$206,318,835 for 2021.

One decrease in the budget 
was Road & Bridge Department, 
which is at $3.6 million — down 
about $50,000 — and the Miscel-
laneous Account was dropped. 
Sheriff’s Department/dispatch 

saw some increase, which Kruse 
said was normal. Employee ben-
efits amounted to $1.65 million 
— up from $1.59 million in 2020 — 
and the General Fund came in at 
$3,845 million.

Protocol: Masks 
to be worn in  

Hiawatha schools
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Man being held in Alaska on Brown County ‘sexual exploitation of a child’ charges

County finalizes votes at commission meeting

JOEy May

Brown County Commissioners met Monday to canvass provisional ballots from 
last Tuesday’s Primary election. At the end of the table, Commissioner Keith 
Olsen cuts open the envelopes with the ballots while (from left clockwise) 
County Clerk Melissa Gormley, Commissioner Dwight Kruse and Commissioner 
Richard Lehmkuhl observe.

County Commission approves 2021 budget

FILE PHOTO
The Board of Brown County Commissioners 
met in regular session with the following 
members present: Chairman Dwight A. 
Kruse, Keith Olsen, and Richard L. Lehmkuhl. 

Kekoa Fujimori
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