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By Joey May
Hiawatha World

What’s better than a 
scavenger hunt while 
practicing “social distanc-
ing?”

In light of the COVID-19 
pandemic and concern 
about crowds and social 
gatherings, several state 
mandates have been is-
sued that not only closed 
school buildings, but lim-
ited groups of more than 
10 to gather.

So many people are stay-
ing at home and only going 
out for essential needs. 
Well the Hiawatha Cham-
ber and Visitors Bureau 
has come up with a “social 
distancing” activity that 
you can do from your car! 
And possibly earn some 
Chamber Bucks to help 
out local businesses that 
are members of the HCVB.

“We need some good 
cheer while social dis-
tancing! Let’s go on a so-

cial distancing scavenger 
hunt!” according to the 
HCVB about its scavenger 
hunt that kicked off Tues-
day.

President Katie Miller 
said that starting Tues-
day, people and business 
are encouraged to put ted-
dy bears in their windows 
— and even share the ad-
dress as well so hunters 
can find them. The hunt-
ers can take selfies or pho-
tos of each and post them 
on the HCVB Facebook 
site.

Miller said that each 
week, the HCVB will draw 
a name and give away 
Chamber Bucks, donated 
by Stacie’s Dance Acade-
my.

Each week will have a 
different them, so partic-
ipants can switch out the 
items based on the follow-
ing schedule:

  March 24-27th: Teddy 
Bears

  March 29-April 4: Flowers

   April 5-11th: Rabbits

   April 12-18th: Hearts

To participate, put the 
image or item of the week 
in a large street facing 
window or front door. 
Items should be large 
enough to be seen from 
the street. Participants 
can search for them while 
still practicing social dis-
tancing.

“Please remember to fol-
low the CDC and Kansas 
State Health Department 
recommendation for so-
cial distancing! Have fun!”

While the HCVB office 
is closed, the Chamber is 
answering phones — 742-
7136 — and emails — hi-
awathachamber@rain-
bowtel.net between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Monday through Thurs-
day. Or send a message via 
Facebook.

By Joey May
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In a time of uncertainty, 
concern for safety and wor-
ry about the future, many 
local people, businesses and 
organizations are stepping 
up and reaching out to the 
community.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has many people in a panic. 
As of Wednesday morning, 
Brown County had NOT 
been placed on a “shelter in 
place” – or a stay at home 
mandate, but neighboring 
counties such as Doniphan 

and Atchison were given 
those orders earlier this 
week.

Just on Tuesday, a pos-
itive case in Doniphan 
County was announced by 
the Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment. 
St. Joseph, Mo. – the closest 
urban city to Hiawatha – 
was also placed on a “shel-
ter in place” order to begin 
Tuesday of this week. Ev-
erywhere you turn, author-
ities are warning to “stay at 
home” in order to beat the 
spread of the virus – but 
only go out for essentials.

Kansas schools were shut 

down last week by Governor 
Laura Kelly – at least for in-
class learning. Instruction 
will continue for the 2019-
2020 academic year, but as 
Hiawatha Superintendent 
Lonnie Moser said, it will 
look much different than 
what everyone is used to.

The school year ended 
with a bang. Teachers and 
students couldn’t say good-
bye to each other or friends. 
Seniors suddenly were fin-
ished with all social inter-
action that comes with the 
end of their high school 

Hiawatha World

The Brown County Sheriff’s Office is 
reaching out to the community to help 
keep high-risk patients safe during the 
COVID-19 emergency.

Brown County Sheriff John Mer-
chant has announced his deputies will 
offer a delivery service of necessary 
items to elderly, those with a disability 
or is in a high-risk category to contract 
the coronavirus.

“I just felt we needed to make sure we 
have steps in place to take care of those 
who aren’t able to take care of them-
selves,” Sheriff Merchant said.

Deputies will deliver medicine or 

groceries. All they need is your name, 
birthday and an address for where your 
items need to be picked up from.

Sheriff Merchant said the items have 
to be retrieved from Brown County 
businesses and be delivered within 
Brown County.

“I am asking that you only use this 
program if you truly have a need as our 
resources could be limited,” he said. “A 
big thank you to everyone who has been 
selflessly helping others, by working to-
gether we will get through this. Please 
call if you have any questions.”

Call (785) 742-7125 from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Monday-Friday.

By Joey May
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A 37-year-old Hiawatha 
man was arrested after 
he led police on a 30-mile 
chase in a stolen vehicle 
on Wednesday.

According to a news re-
lease from Brown County 
Sheriff John Merchant, at 
approximately 1:45 p.m., 
Brown County dispatch 

received a stolen vehicle report from 
the eastern portion of the county.

“It was reported that a male individ-
ual is the one who had stolen the 2000 
white Ford pickup,” Sheriff Merchant 
said. “A short time later, we received 
information from our former Chaplain, 
who kept the vehicle in sight giving us 
directions until a deputy could inter-
cept the vehicle.”

Sheriff Merchant said when the dep-
uty located the stolen vehicle, a chase 
ensued which went through Willis, US 
73 north to US 36 Highway eastbound, 
then the vehicle left the roadway turned 
around and drove west on US 36 High-
way. The vehicle then struck a bridge 
abutment causing the driver to lose 
control and end in the ditch north of the 
highway just east of the Mulberry exit.

Brown County Deputies arrested 
Brandon Sweet, 37, of Hiawatha on 
charges of Felony Theft, Aggravated 
Assault X 3, Felony counts of Avoiding 
Spikes X 3 , Driving While Suspended 
Canceled or Revoked, and No Seat belt. 
Possible other charges are pending.

Sheriff Merchant wanted to issue 
a thanks to Town and County Ambu-
lance, Kansas Highway Patrol, Kicka-
poo PD, Sac and Fox PD, Hiawatha PD, 
Nemaha County and the former Chap-
lain at the Sheriff’s Office.
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This week, the City of Hi-
awatha released the follow-
ing guidance about water 
bills, along with reminders 
that city property is closed 
to the public — including 
parks and playgrounds. In 

addition, city officials re-
minded there is not a way to 
sanitize playground equip-
ment and that the virus can 
live on plastic and metal 2-3 
days after contamination.

Water, Sewer & Storm Sew-
er Bills — Per Governor 
Kelly’s Executive Order 

20-05, disconnecting water 
service for non-payment is 
prohibited and, as of now, 
will remain in effect until 
either the order is rescind-
ed, the Emergency Decla-
ration expires or, May 1, 
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The Hiawatha School 
Board met in a special noon 
meeting on Tuesday to take 
action on resolutions need-

ed for the district to proceed 
with the remainder of the 
academic year.

The meeting was at the 
Hiawatha Middle School li-
brary, with each of the board 
members, Board Clerk Sarah 
Windmeyer, Superintendent 

Lonnie Moser and District 
Maintenance Coordinator 
Matt Cluck all sitting at in-
dividual tables. Board mem-
bers in attendance were Ian 
Schuetz, Keith Erdley, Dr. Pete 
Rosa’, Tom Simmer and John 
Wright. Jeff Brockhoff was on 

speaker phone and Amy Kopp 
was not in attendance.

Ten people were allowed in 
the library and the meeting 
was televised in the commons 
area for additional attendees.

With the governor’s ac-
tion last week to close public 

school buildings through 
May 29, Kansas schools 
have been left with guid-
ance by the Department of 
Education on how to finish 
out the school year with 
some education through 
what’s been referred to as 

Continuous Learning Plan.
The state has waived the 

requirement for the 1,116 
hours needed for a school 
year, but each district must 
meet two conditions: 1-to de-

Hiawatha Chamber sponsoring 
‘Social Distancing’ scavenger hunt

By JOSEPHiNE May

Just For You Jewelry and Gifts is joining in with the Chamber’s Scavenger Hunt by placing this bear in her 
window this week with the sign ‘Together We CAN weather the storm.’

Stepping up and reaching out

Local individuals, groups, reaching 
out to others during the pandemic

SUBMiTTEd

A parade of vehicles line up around the drive at the Hiawatha Elementary School as teachers, parents and students drove 
around town to make a “distant” contact with each other by waving and honking from cars as they circulated around town.

Sheriff’s Office offers delivery of  
groceries, supplies to eldery and at-risk

Hiawatha man leads local authorities on chase

BrOWN COUNTy SHEriFF’S OFFiCE

A stolen pickup truck after it wrecked following a 
30-mile chase.

Brandon Sweet

City issues guidance on water bills;  
reminds residents that city property is closed

Hiawatha school officials move forward on meeting state guidelines to finish academic year
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