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By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Memorial Day is a time 
of remembrance and rec-
ognition of our loved ones 
and the fallen soldiers who 
served our country.

Homer White American 
Legion Post 66 sponsored 
a Service of Remembrance 
on Monday morning at the 
Veterans Memorial Audi-
torium.

As speaker John How-
ard noted — it was a fitting 
place to remember our lost 
soldiers.

Brown County Historical 
Society Director/Curator 
Lynn Allen said the audi-
torium was erected as a 
memorial to honor all ser-

vicemen and women and 
was dedicated on Nov. 30, 
1921 as the townspeople fi-

nally settled on the name 
“Liberty Auditorium” — to 
show community spirit and 

respect for all who have 
bravely served. Original-
ly, home to Homer White 
American Legion Post, the 
auditorium currently has 
a military room on the up-
per level, where there was 
a hand-painted vorder by 
Charles Darville in 1920.

“The auditorium is a re-
minder of the comforts af-
forded each of us through 
the service of servicemen 
and women,” she said.

On Monday, the recog-
nition of servicemen who 
had fallen in the line of 
duty and in years past 
their service was top pri-
ority for the group who 
gathered.

IN REMEMBRANCE
PHOTOS By JOEy May

Members of the Brown County Veterans Honor Guard — with Steve James in the foreground — perform a Three-Shot Volley outside of the auditorium.

Members of the Scouts, along with Col. William Vonderschmidt and Pastor 
Shane Spangler saluted while Marissa LeMay sang ‘Star Spangled Banner.’

John Howard was special speaker at the Memorial Day service.

Col. William Vonderschmidt, left, presents Jay Brock with a Certificate 
of Appreciation at Monday’s service. Seated in the background are 
Marissa LeMay, Pastor Shane Spangler and John Howard.

PHOTO By adaM CLay

Homer White Post 66 member John Howard, along with some young 
helpers, put out flags at the Hiawatha Cemetery Saturday morning.

PHOTO By adaM CLay

Scout member AJ Coelho helps install flags on the graves of veterans at 
the Hiawatha Cemetery Saturday morning.

By Joey May
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The Brown County 
Clerk’s office has an-
nounced final filings for 
the 2022 elections — in-

cluding an update on the 
mayoral candidacy for 
the City of Hiawatha.

New filing this week in-
cluded Laura Tollefson, 
who filed for the position 
of Commissioner of Fi-
nance — currently held 
by David Middendorf, 
who has filed for re-elec-
tion. He is also being 
challenged by Thomas L. 
Martin.

There are four candi-
dates for the position of 
City of Hiawatha Mayor. 
Current mayor, William 
Collins, initially filed 
for re-election, but as of 
Tuesday, June 1 Collins 
had withdrawn his name 

County Clerk announces final 
candidates for upcoming elections

Collins 
withdraws 
for mayoral 
candidacy-

files for 
county 

commission
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Grace Acres Ranch is 
opening its gates to the 
community for an Open 
Farm Day on Saturday.

Owners Derrick and 
Sunshine Letsinger said 
the event — scheduled 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. — 
is a celebration of their 
one-year anniversary at 
the farm, located at 1022 
U.S. 36 Highway, about 3 
miles west of Hiawatha.

”We want everyone to 
come out and see how 

we have grown this past 
year,” said Sunshine 
Letsinger.

Last September, Grace 
Acres Ranch participat-
ed in the National Alpaca 
Open Farm Day and it 
was such a huge success 
they decided to open up 
for their anniversary in 
addition to planning to 
participate in the Alpaca 
Farm Day this coming 
September.

There are several new 

Grace Acres Ranch hosts  
Open Farm Day Saturday

By Joey May
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“Give Back to Move 
Forward” is the slogan 
for the Hiawatha Com-
munity Foundation’s an-
nual Match Days event, 
and the local communi-
ty continued to embrace 
that attitude for the 
group’s second yearly 
outing, as a total of 551 
donations were made 
over the Memorial Day 
weekend, totaling over 
$215,528 and stretching 
between 31 charitable 
funds.

The Amberwell Hi-
awatha Foundation fund 

finished as the high earn-
er, with 41 gifts earning 
a total of $23,585.98 in do-
nations, followed by the 
Little Lands, Inc. Fund, 
which received 48 dona-
tions for $22,175.41. The 
Hiawatha Championship 
Sports Complex Fund 
received 28 gifts that to-
taled $17,731.19.

Rounding out the top 
10 earners, the Robinson 
Fire Department was 
given $16,585.75, Friends 
of the Morrill Public Li-
brary received $15,897.17, 
the Brown County Hu-
mane Society Hiawatha 

Match Days a smashing success for 
Hiawatha Community Foundation
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