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By Joey May
Hiawatha World

(Editor’s Note: Shortly be-
fore press time, Janice Kneis-
ley learned the trip was can-
celed due to the Corona virus. 
They taped the show and the 
winner will be announced 
March 26 on the Mel Robbins 
show. Kneisley will receive a 
gift goodies bag and vouchers 
for the airline ticket and hotel 
to use at some point.)

A “remarkable” Hiawatha 
woman has been awarded an 
all-expense paid trip to New 
York City next week for Nex-
star’s Annual Woman of the 
Year conference.

Janice Kinsley, a special 
education instructor at the 
Hiawatha Elementary School, 
was chosen for this honor by 
KSNT Channel 27 news sta-
tion in Topeka. Late last year, 
they offered an opportunity 
for people to nominate wom-
en they felt were remarkable. 
Kneisley’s husband, Kevin, 
nominated her for this honor 
last November.

She said he told her about 
it, and she said that while she 
didn’t really feel remarkable, 
she was appreciative of his 
nomination but went about her 
business – not really thinking 
that it would go much further.

Much to the surprise of 

Kneisley, who just finished ra-
diation and chemo treatments 
for a stage 3 lung cancer, she 
was chosen as one of four Kan-
sas finalists. KSNT came to 
interview her at her home and 
shared that she had been cho-
sen as a finalist. Again, Kneis-
ley didn’t think she would be 
“The Remarkable Woman” 
chosen as the finalist.

“I don’t really feel 

remarkable, I just got cancer,” 
she said again. “I couldn’t do 
what I’ve done without the 
support of my staff at the el-
ementary school and my ad-
ministrators.”

But last Friday, Kneisley 
was in for another surprise. 
KSNT’s Molly Pratt returned 
– this time to Hiawatha Ele-

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

City employees became familiar with ALICE during a 
two-day training last week.

ALICE is an active intruder training that offers sev-
eral options for survival. ALICE stands for Alert-Lock-
down-Inform-Counter-Evacuate and offers training in 
dealing with armed intruders in schools, churches and 
other public places.

Hiawatha Police Cpt. Dennis Entrkin, along with offi-
cer Brandon Lowe, led the training in a two-day session 
that involved 32 people. Sessions were conducted at the 
First Baptist Church and Hiawatha City Hall and in-
cluded presentations, demonstrations and live scenario 

By adam clay
Hiawatha World

The USD 415 School 
Board met on Monday 
evening, and it was an-
nounced at the meeting 
that long-standing board 
member Dr. Pete Rosa’ 
would be stepping down 
from the board as of the 
May 11 board meeting.

Rosa stated that the de-
cision comes as he and his 
wife plan to move into the 
next chapter of their lives. 
Superintendent Lonnie 
Moser explained that once 
Rosa’s resignation becomes 

official at the 
May meeting, the 
board will then 
advertise for ap-
plications, inter-
view applicants 
and likely appoint 
a replacement 
to fulfill Rosa’s 
term at the June 
8 meeting. Rosa’s 
term is set to expire in Jan-
uary of 2020.

Also at Monday night’s 
meeting, the board voted 
to approve several bids for 
facilities improvements, in-
cluding a bid of $19,623.50 

for installation of 
a new sound sys-
tem at the football 
field. Lanham Mu-
sic of St. Joseph, 
Mo., will perform 
the work, and 
the total price of 
the project may 
end up cheaper if 
current wiring to 

speakers is usable.
Also approved was an esti-

mate from Four State Main-
tenance Supply of $17,121.60 
to sand, recoat and stain the 
HMS gym floor, with an ad-
ditional bid of $4,999 from 

Triple T to paint lines and a 
logo on the court. Four State 
Maintanance also won the 
bid to refinish the HHS 
and armory gym floors at 
a cost of $4,297.36. District 
Maintenance Coordinator 
Matt Cluck asked for and 
received clearance for up 
to $20,000 each for concrete 
work at the bus barn, HES 
and HMS.

District curriculum di-
rector Jean Brintnall and 
Moser led a presentation 
on the MTSS process, 
detailing the progress 

By hiawatha community 
hospital
Special to the World

As news of the Coronavi-
rus (COVID-19) continue to 
spread, along with concerns 
of the disease, local health 
officials want residents to 
know they are taking pre-
cautions and evaluating 
possible local impact.

NEK Multi-Coun-
ty Health Department, 
Doniphan County Health 
Department, Hiawatha 
Community Hospital and 
Family Practice Clinics and 
EMS providers are working 
together to meet the needs of 
the community. We are tak-
ing precautions in regards 
to Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
and its potential impact in 
the area. Hiawatha Com-
munity Hospital and Fam-
ily Practice Clinics are 
monitoring the spread and 
collaborating with KDHE 
and the local health depart-
ments to properly identify 
and treat patients, as appro-
priate.

According to a news re-

lease from the Hiawatha 
Community Hospital, there 
have been no confirmed or 
suspected cases at HCH. Vis-
itor restrictions, previously 
implemented in preparation 
for influenza season, remain 
in effect. Patients requiring 
assistance or pediatric pa-
tients are permitted to have 
one guest present in the 
hospital. These restrictions 
will be in effect until further 
notice. Extenuating circum-
stances do arise, and those 
restrictions will be evaluated 
on an individual basis by the 
patient’s primary nurse in 
conjunction with the Infec-
tion Prevention Coordinator.

Unless here to receive 
care, you are asked not to 
visit if you are experienc-
ing respiratory symptoms 
including but not limited to: 
cough, fever greater than 
or equal to 100.4, sneezing, 
or runny nose. Children 
under the age of 12 will not 
be allowed unless receiving 
care in the hospital and/or 
clinics.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Black smoke dotted the horizon on Friday after-
noon.

Upon closer inspection, it was revealed this was 
not a grass fire — but a structure near the Hiawatha 
Middle School.

Hiawatha Fire Department Public Information 
Officer Jordanne Shockley said the page came at 
4:35 p.m. to a shed on fire at 120 E. Iowa St.

She said that firefighters saw upon arrival the 
structure was fully engulfed. She said crews worked 
quickly to extinguish. Before long, what was black 
smoke became large amounts of white and gray 
smoke as the flames were extinguished.

Shockley said no other information is being re-
leased at this time.

Responding agencies assisting Hiawatha Fire 
Department were Robinson Fire, Brown County 
Rescue Squad, Brown County Sheriffs Department, 
Town & Country EMS and Hiawatha PD.

‘A Remarkable Woman’
Janice Kneisley wins trip to NYC for Nexstar’s Annual Woman of the Year conference

PHOTO COUrTESy OF BECKy SHaMBUrG

Janice Kneisley with Molly Pratt from KSNT after she got news of her selection as the local 
Remarkable Woman.

PHOTO COUrTESy OF BECKy SHaMBUrG

Molly Pratt with KSNT Channel 27 in Topeka interviews Janice Kneisley, Special 
Education teacher at the Hiawatha Elementary School, last week.

City employees get 
familiar with ALICE

PHOTOS By JOEy May

Hiawatha Police Department Cpt. Dennis Entrkin shows city employee 
Terry Jimeson how to work the automatic nerf gun for last week’s 
ALICE training. Also pictured is officer Brandon Lowe.

Rosa’ resigns from Hiawatha School Board

Dr. Pete Rosa’

Local health officials 
provide update regarding 
Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Shed destroyed in fire Friday

By JOEy May

Fire crews responded to the site of this shed fire just southwest of 
the Hiawatha Middle School, at 120 E. Iowa, on Friday afternoon.
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