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57  Paid for by Betty ‘BJ’Spiker, your Brown County 

candidate for Treasurer, Megan Brobst, Treasurer

Brown County TreasurerBrown County Treasurer

forfor
Betty ‘BJ’ SpikerBetty ‘BJ’ Spiker

• 17 years experience serving in the Treasurer’s 
   offi ce
• I am a Brown County resident for over 20 years
•  I am a graduate of Kansas State University  
• Experience, Education, Commitment 

I want to serve my County. I’m on the Robinson 
volunteer Fire Dept. & a founding member of the 
Brown County Mounted Search & Rescue group.

Please vote for your hometown candidate 

on Aug. 4th

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

A few months ago the 
world seemed relatively 
normal. Kids would run 
and play on public play-
grounds, stores were open 
without restriction, there 
wasn’t a shortage of toilet 
paper, hamburger or any-
thing else that really af-
fected our daily lives.

Sometimes I like to sit 
back and reflect on what 
appeared to be much sim-
pler times — the 1800s and 
1900s when my ancestors 
came to Brown County to 
establish families, homes 
and businesses.

It’s ironic that we are 
now facing what many 
of my family’s ancestors 
faced in the late 18th and 
early 19th centuries with 
outbreaks of influenza, 
Spanish flu, measles, scar-
let fever and other many 
illnesses that we felt con-
fident would never haunt 
us again. Then came 
COVID-19.

It was during these days 
of so-called normalcy this 
past spring that I took a 
step back in time with a 
visit to Baker School in 
central Brown County — 
one of only a handful of 
one-room schoolhouses 
that still stands to this 
day.

The school district No. 
62 was organized on April 
15, 1873, which is around 

the time the original 
school building was built. 
Originally a three-room 
building, Baker School 
was later made into a two-
room building.

The building was aban-
doned after school consol-
idation in the mid-1960s 
and then became a resi-
dence for many years un-
til about 12 years ago when 
the Yaussi family bought 
the old schoolhouse adja-
cent across the street west 

of their farm.
Now it sits empty, except 

for the many stories the 
walls have to tell.

I found the connection 
to the Yaussi family very 
interesting, to say the 
least, as my grandmother’s 
grandfather was Gottlieb 
Yaussi, a respected farmer 
and landowner in Brown 
County. Gottlieb had come 
from Switzerland in 1867 
at the age of 15, along with 
his mother and brothers. 

His father had been mur-
dered in their home coun-
try. Gottlieb established 
himself in Brown County 
and returned to Switzer-
land for his sweetheart, 
Mary, then came back to 
settle at a farm north of 
Baker, which was located 
on Kestrel Road, just north 
of the rounded junction of 
Kestrel and 170th, or Baker 
Road as the locals know it.

A glimpse of Baker schoolhouse’s history, hidden secrets

PHOTOS By JOSEPHiNE May

Maryln Pederson Wenger (left) and Pat Yaussi sit on the porch of what was once Baker Schoolhouse, located 
near the junction of 170th and Kestrel Road. Wenger was a student there and Yaussi married a boy who was in 
Wenger’s class. In addition, her sons attended school there prior to consolidation and Yaussi drove a school bus.

An old rotary phone in the wall of the Baker School.

COUrTESy OF MaryLyN WENGEr

This is an old photo of Baker School taken by Marylyn Wenger took 
when she was a student there. The buildings to the back left is one 
of the outhouses.

By Adam Clay
Hiawatha World

The Brown County 
Commission met July 20, 
and the group heard from 
County Emergency Man-
ager Don Pounds with the 
initial suggestions from 
the SPARK committee. 
The group approved the 
purchase of two thermal 
scanners for USD 415, one 
coming in at $170,300 and 
the other at $144,600. Also 
approved was $9,975.39 to 
reimburse the county for 
unbudgeted expenses re-
lated to COVID-19.

The commission also 
approved two sealed bids 
for properties on the tax 
sale. A total bid of $2,400 
was approved from Bri-

an and Miranda Larabee 
for 1014 Utah Street in 
Hiawatha, while a bid of 
$2,000 was approved from 
Phillip R. Folsom for 307 
State St. in Robinson. 
Both bids included back 
taxes and fees.

In other business, the 
commission voted to ap-
prove the July 15 pay-
roll report at a total of 
$161,693.70, as well as bid 
for $6,000 with an annu-
al fee of $1,000 for STAR 
Programming bookkeep-
ing, and to continue to 
employment of Mary Os-
wald for another month 
to conduct health screen-
ings at district court. The 
commission also voted to 
approve the 2021 budget 
for publication.

County Commission approves 
SPARK fund recommendations

By Adam Clay 
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha City 
Commission met via Zoom 
July 20, and with no com-
ments for the public hear-
ing, members voted to 
approve the 2021 budget. 
The newly adopted budget 
satisfies the commission’s 
promise to decrease the 
mill levy by 6 total mills, 
from 53.012 to 47.012 with a 
hike in assessed valuation 
that comes in just under 
4%.

In other business, the 
commission approved 
raising the fee for re-
cord requests, approved a 
change order to the City-
wide Sales Tax Street 
Project, agreed to waive 

property tax and special 
assessments for the re-
maining properties on the 
tax sale and agreed to a 
contract for propane with 
AgPartners.

The commission also 
approved the consent 
agenda, which included 
utility refunds of $963.62 
and a payment to BG Con-
sultants in the amount of 
$807.

The commission voted 
on submitted volunteer 
fire department appli-
cants, as well. The group 
voted to approve the appli-
cation of Matthew Hicks, 
but the application of John 
Merchant, Jr. was de-
clined after the call for a 
motion was not answered 
and died on the floor.

Hiawatha Commission approves 
budget for 2021 fiscal year

By Josey May
Hiawatha World

A local insurance office 
is giving back to the Hi-
awatha Community Hos-
pital this week, as Ryan 
Meininger State Farm took 
advantage of a corporate 
grant to feed hospital staff 
on Tuesday afternoon.

Meininger, along with 
employees, family and rep-
resentatives from Sage Res-
toration, gathered outside 
of the hospital with bagged 
lunches of pulled pork, chips, 
dessert and bottled water to 
hand to hospital staffers as 
they took their lunch breaks, 
as well as delivering lunches 

to the Brown County Sher-
riff’s Office.

“We had the opportunity 
to provide some recogni-
tion to local organizations 
that have provided excel-
lent service to our commu-
nity during the pandemic,” 
Meininger said. “We know 
there are so many groups 
and businesses that deserve 
credit for their work, but we 
chose the hospital this time 
around because we want to 
make sure they know how 
much their sacrifices have 
been appreciated.”

The group provided more 
than 200 lunches to hospital 
staff between 11 a.m. and 
1 p.m.

State Farm puts Covid-relief grant to use in feeding hospital staff
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By Adam Clay
Hiawatha World

Horton City Admin-
istrator John Calhoon 
reported to the Horton 
City Commission at its 
July 20 meeting that 10 
businesses had filed ap-
plications for assistance 
from the CARES Act un-
der the Community De-
velopment Block Grant 
Program.

The city was awarded 
$117,000 for economic de-
velopment and $35,000 for 
meal plans. The grants 
are under review for eli-
gibility by a governmen-
tal assistance services 
representative, then the 
commission will deter-
mine how to disburse the 
grant money.

In other business, Cal-
hoon announced that 

there is still blue-green 
algae present at Mission 
Lake and that warning 
signs have been posted. 
Calhoon also requested 
and was approved to pur-
chase two police vehicles 
from the Kickapoo Tribal 
Police Force due to me-
chanical problems with 
two of the department’s 
current vehicles. The 
commission also voted to 
reinstate late fees on utili-
ty bills since the emergen-
cy order had been lifted, 
along with voting to pre-
pare a quitclaim deed to 
Mission Village and au-
thorize the mayor to sign.

Randy Mayfield in-
formed the commission 
that the fire department 
made $3,399.12 after ex-
penses from the pancake 
feed over the Fourth of 
July weekend.

Horton Commission nearing movement 
on CARES grants during July 20 meeting
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