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We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

Dan Lierz
785-742-3434

DLierz@ShelterInsurance.com

AUTO INSURANCE
    RATES ARE FALLING!

Shelter Insurance® has a history of doing the right thing for our 
customers. Because the COVID-19 pandemic has led to fewer 
people driving, and fewer accidents as a result, we are lowering our 
auto insurance rates. Our current customers are seeing an average 
overall reduction of 5%*.  If you’ve ever considered Shelter for 
your auto insurance, now is a good time to get a quote and see 
how much we can save you.  See me for details!

*Not available in all states. The amount of the decrease for
individual customers will vary based on policy coverages
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by Joey may
Hiawatha World

The Brown Coun-
ty Commission heard 
from two Horton area 
residents with concerns 
about the mask mandate 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The Commission heard 
these concerns at their 
Monday morning regu-
lar meeting, via Zoom 
and aired over the coun-
ty’s Facebook page.

Jessica Gigstad and 
Christie Woods joined 
the meeting via Zoom 
and both had concerns 
about the mask mandate, 
which the county passed 
Nov. 16 and three weeks 
later extended until Dec. 
28.

Gigstad asked the com-
missioners to rescind the 
mask mandate — which 
the county’s current or-
ders follow along with 
the governor’s mask 
mandate. The county 
had actually opted out of 
the mask mandate back 
in July, when there were 
only 18 cases. At the urg-
ing of the Health Depart-
ment and officials from 
the Hiawatha Communi-
ty Hospital, the commis-
sioners voted to rescind 
the previous resolution 
to “opt out” of her order, 
and put the mask man-
date in effect.

The hospital and 
Health Department were 
concerned with rising 

by Joey may
Hiawatha World

Hiawatha lit up with 
holiday spirit for the 1st 
Merry and Bright Night 
Saturday.

This was the first event 
of what the Hiawatha 
Chamber and Visitor Bu-
reau hopes to be an annu-
al event. This year, more 
than 50 people signed 
up their residential and 
business locations and ad-
dresses were provided for 
residents to drive around 
and view holiday displays.

In addition, Santa Claus 

was spotted at the Clock 
Tower building, waving 
through the window at the 
many cars driving by for 
the event. Several families 
stopped for photos with 
Santa peeking through 
the window behind them.

The Presbyterian 
Church also had a living 
nativity during the event.

Ashley Olson, HCVB 
board secretary and 
chairman of the com-
mittee for the Merry and 
Bright Night event, said 
she was very pleased with 

Commission hears 
from residents about 

mask mandate

By JOEy May

Jessica Gigstad (bottom) and Christie Woods — both from the Horton 
area — spoke to the Brown County Commission at Monday’s meeting 
via Zoom about their concerns over the mask mandate.

1ST MERRY AND 
BRIGHT LIGHTS 
UP HIAWATHA

By JOEy May

Santa Claus waves through the window from City Hall in the Clock Tower 
building at Ryan Smith and his son, Jory, who stopped by to say hello on 
Saturday night.

The Presbyterian Church had a living nativity Saturday night.

PHOTOS By JOSEPHiNE May

This photo shows just a portion of the winter wonderland on Choctaw that is the inspiration of Karl Kliewer.

This house on North First Street is lit with holiday splendor.

Hiawatha World

Former Brown 
County Treasur-
er Thelma Marie 
Lance, 94, of Fair-
view passed away 
on Dec. 10, 2020, 
at the Apostolic 
Christian Home in Sabe-
tha.

She was born in Lil-
lis, Kan., on Feb. 1, 1926 
to Lawrence and Fran-
ces (Becker) McGeeney. 
She married James Dale 
Lance on Feb. 14, 1947.

Lance served as Brown 

County Treasur-
er for 25 years be-
fore retiring and 
spending winters 
in Mesa, Ariz.

She is survived 
by a daughter, 
brother, daugh-
ter-in-law and 

grandchildren. She was 
preceded in death by her 
husband Dale and son 
Larry.

Graveside services 
were Thursday, Dec. 17 at 
Mt. Hope Cemetery. Go to 
www.chapeloaksfuneralhome.
com to view full obituary.

Services held for former 
Brown County Treasurer

Thelma Lance

alberta Byer

Hiawatha World

In order to increase Covid-19 
testing for Brown County and 
the surrounding area, Brown 
County Health Department and 
Brown County Emergency Man-
agement is partnering with the 
State of Kansas’ Department of 
Health and Environment to pro-
vide free, expanded testing op-
portunities.

Testing is free of charge and 
does not require insurance or 
identification. Testing is open to 
all, regardless of medical neces-
sity (i.e., the presence of Covid-19 
symptoms or close contact with 
someone who has Covid-19).

In Brown County, drive thru 
testing will be available at the 
Old Horton National Guard Ar-

mory 444 East 15th St., Horton, 
Kansas from 9:00am to 5:30pm 
Monday thru Saturday. Test-
ing will begin on Tuesday Dec. 
22 and will be closed on Dec 24, 
Dec 25, and Jan. 1. Appointments 
can be made at GoGetTested.com/
Kansas, though no appointment 
is required to receive a test. Do 
not eat, drink, or use tobacco for 
30 minutes prior to receiving a 
test. WellHealth conducts sali-
va-based PCR testing that checks 
for active virus. Test results will 
be available within 48-96 hours.

For more information, visit Go-
GetTested.com/Kansas.

As of Dec. 18, the Brown Coun-
ty Health Department was re-
porting a total of 877 cases, 45 
of those active, 18 deaths and 5 
hospitalized.

COVID-19 testing site opens in Brown Co.
Hiawatha World

Longtime Hiawatha businesswoman 
Alberta Mae Byer, 87, of 
Hiawatha died on Tues-
day Dec. 22,2020 at Maple 
Heights Nursing and Re-
hab Center in Hiawatha.

She was born July 25, 
1933 at Hiawatha, the 
daughter of Ewald Otto 
and Edith F. (Martinson) 
Lange. Alberta attended Hiawatha High 
School and graduated in 1951.

She married Donald C. Byer in1953 in 
Hamlin.

Alberta worked as an advertising 
manager of the Hiawatha Daily World, 

Longtime Hiawatha  
businesswoman passes away
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See Page 8 for more Letters to  
Santa and a Christmas cutie!


