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#TogetherWeAreHiawatha

June 1 – July 27

Sponsored by HCVB, HFED, and Heartland Realty

Receive one ticket for every $10 spent
 at participating businesses.

Four winning tickets drawn 
every two weeks — each will win $250 

In Chamber Bucks!
For more information, 
including a full list of 
participating businesses, 
fi nd us on Facebook.
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 Mary BELL STUdiOS | aNdEE rETTELE

Andee Rettele with Mary Bell Studios gave permission for use of her photo of Hiawatha Police Cpt. Dennis Entrikin saluting the procession Friday through 
Hiawatha following the funeral of Kansas Highway Patrol Trooper Branden Leupold, who passed away on June 5. Services were held at the home of his 
parents, John and Megan Leupold, just outside of Hiawatha where military and KHP honors were provided. Flags were also displayed through downtown 
Hiawatha and a large flag installed on City Hall (pictured) for the somber occasion in a salute to Officer Leupold, who had been a KHP trooper for three 
years and was an officer in the Kansas National Guard. A native of Hiawatha, Officer Leupold graduated from Hiawatha High School with the Class of 2013.
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By Adam Clay
Hiawatha World

At Monday night’s Hiawatha City Commis-
sion meeting, the city’s policymakers dis-
cussed the near future of city facilities as the 
town continues to re-open from the Corona-
virus pandemic shutdown.

City Clerk Tish Sims stated that after dis-
cussions with staff and administrators that 
the preference at City Hall is to move toward 
re-opening, with limitations. The Commis-
sion voted to approve Sims’s request, which 
includes social distancing requirements, one-
way foot traffic lanes and keeping the muse-
um and public restrooms closed, and will go 
into effect on June 16th. The 7th Street door 
will be unlocked and the exit will be at the Or-
egon Street exit. There will also be a sign-in 
sheet for potential contact tracing.

The Police Department and Parks and Recre-
ation Department both requested to continue 
welcoming the public on an appointment-on-
ly basis. HPR Director Stacy Jasper said that 
the schedule is starting to pick up, and would 
like to continue to serve groups for scheduled 
events, but continue to hold off on allowing 
unscheduled visitors. Jasper also noted that 
gathering sizes will not be limited at events 
that are pre-scheduled, but that there will be 
a waiver listed on the rental agreement for 
the Fisher Center. The Commission approved 
both departments’ request to continue at their 
current phase for the time being.

In a separate matter, the Commission vot-
ed to open the public restrooms at Bruning 
and Noble Parks. With practices and scrim-
mages going on nightly, there was discus-
sion of bringing in a portable restrooms, but 
it was decided that the health risk was less 
with a permanent restroom. The Commission 
stressed (and will post signs) that use of the 
restrooms will be at the risk of the user.

Commission  
approves next 

re-opening phase

Hiawatha World

Former Hiawatha business 
owner Frank “Pete” Mendez, 
Jr., 89, of Hiawatha, died early 
Tuesday morning, June 16, at 
Maple Heights Nursing Home 
in Hiawatha.

Mendez was born March 18, 
1931 in Hiawatha, the son of 
Francisco and Trinidad Pan-
toja Mendez and was a lifelong 
resident of Hiawatha. He grew 
up here where he attended school and worked 
for the Missouri Pacific Rail Road for 22 years 
before operating his own trash and tree ser-
vice for 22 years before retiring.

Funeral Service will be held 10:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, June 20, at Chapel Oaks Funeral Home 
in Hiawatha. For full obituary go to www.chape-
loaksfuneralhome.com.

Former Hiawatha business owner 
‘Pete’ Mendez passes away

Frank “Pete” 
Mendez

By Adam Clay
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha City Com-
mission has set the dates for 
4th of July activities this year.

The city’s fireworks display 
will take place on Friday, July 
3rd, while the Hiawatha Lake 
will be open from the 2nd 
through the 5th for personal 
fireworks to be set off. The 
nights of the 2nd and 5th the 
lake will be open until 10 p.m. 
while lake will be open for 
use until midnight on the 3rd 
and 4th. The Hiawatha fire-
works is also sponsored by 
the Hiawatha Chamber and 
Visitors Bureau.

Horton is going all out for 
the 4th again this year. Open-
ing the day will be a Fire-
man’s Breakfast Fundraiser 
at the Horton Fire Station 
from 6 a.m. to 11 a.m., with 
the annual Youth Fishing 
Derby to be held at the Little 
Lake from 8 to 10. The eve-
ning kicks off at 6 p.m. with 
the 2nd annual Boat Parade 
on Mission Lake. The John 
Harris Band will provide the 
evening’s entertainment at 
Hickory Point from 7 p.m. to 
9, with the fireworks show 
closing out the evening over 
Mission Lake at dusk. The 

Dates set for local Fourth of July events and activities
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Fireworks lit up the sky in last year’s Hiawatha display. Please  see dates/Page a5
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It’s a busy time for farm-
ers in Kansas with harvest 
underway and hay season 
in full swing. The Kansas 
Highway Patrol would like 
to remind motorists to use 
caution and patience when 
traveling around farm 
trucks, tractors, combines 
and other implements.

“As the busy farming 
season is underway, each 
traveler in Kansas needs to 
be more aware of increased 
farm implement and truck 
traffic,” said Lieutenant 
Adam Winters, KHP Pub-
lic Information Officer. 
“In Kansas, we have many 
trucks exiting and entering 
the roadways at any giv-
en time. Traveling around 
these vehicles requires ex-
tra caution.”

Most farm equipment is 
not designed to travel at 
highway speeds and may 
only travel 15-25 mph. Farm 
equipment is often wider 
than the lane of traffic so ex-

tra room should be allowed 
when sharing the road. Cau-
tion should be practiced on 
all roads, but especially on 
busy rural roads with un-
marked intersections.

Tips to keep in mind:
 ❯ Don’t assume the farmer knows 
you are there.

 ❯ Most farmers regularly check for 

Extra caution needed on Kansas roads during harvest

By rON NiCHOLS

It’s time to start thinking about taking precaution on the road due to farming vehicles.

Please  see Harvest/Page a5


