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By adam clay
Hiawatha World

A day at the ball fields 
could look a lot more famil-
iar this summer, as Covid-19 
protocols seem to be on their 
way out, and Parks and Rec-
reation Director Stacy Jas-
per shared her confidence 
with the city commission 
Monday night that the de-
partment can host a full and 
safe slate of activities.

Jasper said she has al-
ready begun interviewing 
staff for the pool and other 
summer help, as she contin-
ues to plan for a full roll-out 
of summer programs and 
activities. The HPR Direc-
tor said she has a series of 
plans in place, dependent 
upon what level of restric-
tions are in place once sum-
mer activities start. With no 
mask mandate, Jasper stat-
ed that the department will 

likely adhere to KSHSAA 
guidelines to ensure safety.

As summer plans ramp 
up, Jasper’s spring pro-
grams are in full swing. 
She reported that 44 par-
ticipants joined the March 
Mania fun run, which was 
a success and wrapped up 
just before the rain started. 
Jasper also shared a pair of 
upcoming events, as the Hot 
Shot Shamrock competition 
will be a mixed three-point 
and free throw challenge, 
and Sprucin’ Up for Spring 
will be a public service day, 
giving citizens the opportu-
nity to help get Hiawatha’s 
public parks ready for the 
upcoming warm season.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

A new ministry is bring-
ing new opportunities for 
local people to connect with 
God.

Ryan and Jamie Van 
Peursem, of Hiawatha, re-
cently started Catch 5:9 
Ministry, which offers 
three aspects of ministry 
with the ultimate goal to 
glorify God.

Ryan and Jamie launched 
their life and love of minis-
try many years ago. Ryan 
got his start by leading a 
ministry for college stu-
dents while living in Pitts-
burg in 2005, while Jamie 
was a volunteer at church 
camps while going through 
high school and college. Af-
ter getting married, they 
moved to Bethany, Mo., 
where they began youth 
ministry work in 2008.

In 2013, Ryan and Jamie 
moved to Hiawatha, where 
Ryan worked part time as a 
youth pastor as well as part 
time as a hospice chaplain. 
Since then, Ryan began 
offering pulpit supply and 
interim pastor work, while 
Jamie began her career as a 
kindergarten teacher at Hi-
awatha Elementary School.

After a recent 

By adam clay
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha City Com-
mission met Monday night 
and moved forward on 
reopening City Hall and 
setting a date for potential 
approval on rescinding 
the mask mandate.

The commission agreed 
on Monday night to re-
quest an ordinance be 
brought to the next meet-
ing, which will replace the 
current mask mandate or-
dinance. Once approved, 
the new ordinance would 
end the mask mandate in 
the City of Hiawatha af-
ter publication, effective 
April 12.

Mayor Bill Collins asked 
for the vote on bringing the 
new ordinance, saying he 
is now comfortable mov-
ing forward as the county 
has progressed in vaccina-
tions and has recently re-
ported no new cases in the 
area. Collins has repeat-
ed in recent weeks that 
he has to rely on health-
care leaders for guidance 
during a medical crisis, 
and on Monday night, Col-
lins said that those he has 
spoken with have indicat-
ed that things are moving 
along well enough in the 
area to move on from the 

mandate. The motion to 
bring a new ordinance to 
the next meeting was ap-
proved unanimously.

The conversation next 
moved to the status of 
City Hall. The building 
has been largely closed to 
the public, although cus-
tomers have been allowed 
to enter by appointment 
or welcomed at the door 
in limited numbers. Af-
ter some discussion of the 
staff’s comfort-level in 
opening the building, as 
well as some limitations, 
the Commission voted to 
re-open City Hall effective 
March 16, with parts of the 
building still closed, as 
well as other restrictions 
that will be posted.

By Jacob Meikel
News-Press NOW

From church to school choirs to getting 
a vocal scholarship to college, Durell An-
thony said singing is the one thing he has 
known consistently throughout his life.

“We all come into this world with gifts 
and natural inclinations to do things, 
and music has always been that for me,” 
Anthony said.

A 34-year-old, who hails from Atchi-
son, Kansas, and now lives in San Diego, 
Anthony can now say he’s living out a 
dream in his musical career by compet-

ing on the NBC musical talent show “The 
Voice.” It’s a competition he tried out for 
for a number of years and didn’t think he 
would ever try again in 2021 if it wasn’t 
for the support of his wife, Kim.

“She persisted a little bit more and I 
decided to do it, and I’m glad I did,” An-
thony said.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

After two decades of serving patients 
in Hiawatha and the surrounding com-
munities, Hiawatha Community Hos-
pital provider Dr. Julie 
Rosá has announced she 
will be retiring in May.

“I have enjoyed caring 
for you and your families 
over the years,” Dr. Rosá 
said in a letter to patients 
and the community that 
was shared by the hospi-
tal. “With a lot of joy and 
some sadness, I am writing to let you 
know of my intention to close my prac-
tice in Hiawatha.”

Dr. Rosá’s last day with the HCH 
Family Practice will be Friday, May 28.

Former Atchison resident moves forward on ‘The Voice’

PHOTO COUrTESy OF THE VOiCE — SEaSON: 20 

Voice contestant Durell Anthony is an Atchison 
native.

City votes to move 
toward rescinding 

mask mandate

Hiawatha Parks and Rec activities on pace for full summer HCH Family Practice 
provider Dr. Julie Rosá  
announces retirement

We all come into this world with gifts and  
natural inclinations to do things, and music has  
always been that for me.

— DURELL ANTHONY
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By JOSEPHiNE May

Parks and Recreation Director Stacy Jasper said she has already begun interviewing 
summer staff for the The Hiawatha Aquatic Park. The pool was closed last summer 
due to concerns surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic.

dr. Julie rosa

Please  see rosá/Page a5

Please  see Voice/Page a5

CONNECT WITH GOD IN 
CATCH 5:9 MINISTRY

SUBMITTED
Ryan and Jamie Van Peursems with their four daughters – Autumn, Hope, Emary and Ariel.Please  see Ministry/Page a5


