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We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

Dan Lierz
785-742-3434

DLierz@ShelterInsurance.com

AUTO INSURANCE
    RATES ARE FALLING!

Shelter Insurance® has a history of doing the right thing for our 
customers. Because the COVID-19 pandemic has led to fewer 
people driving, and fewer accidents as a result, we are lowering our 
auto insurance rates. Our current customers are seeing an average 
overall reduction of 5%*.  If you’ve ever considered Shelter for 
your auto insurance, now is a good time to get a quote and see 
how much we can save you.  See me for details!

*Not available in all states. The amount of the decrease for
individual customers will vary based on policy coverages
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Plant it and people will 
come for the pickin’!

This has been the motto 
at Mulberry Pond Pump-
kin Patch for the last 10 
years and owners Merle 
and Staci Charles said 
they had no choice but 
to forge full steam ahead 
for the 2020 season de-
spite concerns over the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We decided we just 
needed to plant the pump-
kins and see what hap-

pens,” Merle said. “We 
thought, if anything we 
could set the pumpkins 
up by the road with a do-
nation jar to sell.”

The planting occurred 
several months ago and 
the pumpkins are ripe 
and ready for the upcom-
ing fall season at Mulber-
ry Pond, which is located 

east of Hiawatha, just 
about a half mile south at 
the Mulberry Road exit. 
But Merle and Staci are 
planning more than sell-
ing pumpkins on the road 
— they are opening up the 
pumpkin patch with a few 
additional guidelines in 
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The State Fire Marshal 
is investigating a garage 
fire that occurred in the 
early morning hours of 
Tuesday in Hiawatha.

Hiawatha Fire Chief 
Gene Atland said the fire 
call came around 4 a.m. at 
112 Kickapoo St., of a sin-
gle-car garage on fire. He 
said someone driving by 
reported the fire.

When fire fighters ar-
rived the garage was to-
tally engulfed and mostly 
down on the ground from 
the blaze. He said the ga-
rage is a total loss. There 
was not a vehicle or any 
occupants inside at the 
time of the fire.

Atland said firefighters 
were on the scene about an 
hour and the Kansas State 
Fire Marshal is investi-
gating a possible cause.
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Highland Community College 
confirmed two positive cases of 
COVID-19 at off-campus loca-
tions earlier this week.

On Monday, HCC announced 
there was one confirmed positive 
case at the Atchison center and 
one confirmed case at Wamego.

The college said contact trac-

ers from the local health depart-
ments were reaching out to stu-
dents to determine whether in 
close contact with the individual 
who tested positive.

“If you are sick, please do not 
attend classes,” according to the 
statement issued on the college’s 
Facebook page. “Other illnesses 
are also going around such as 
strep and stomach flu. Please for 
the safety of all, wear a mask.”
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A 35-year-old Georgia man 
was killed in an accident on 
U.S. 75 about 12 miles south of 
Fairview Tuesday evening.

According to a Kansas High-
way Patrol report, Terry Rob-
ert Rush of Hiram, Ga., was 
driving a 20013 Avenger south-
bound on U.S. 75 Highway 

and was attempting to make a 
U-turn.

Edwardo Torres, 60, of Eagle 
Pass, Texas was driving a 2017 
Kenworth semi southbound on 
U.S. 75 and struck Rush’s vehi-
cle. Rush, who was wearing a 
seatbelt, was taken to Stormont 
Vail Hospital in Topeka with a 
fatal injury, according to the 
KHP report. An occupant in his 
vehicle, Mary Katherine McE-

wen, 37, of Topeka was taken 
to Stormont Vail Hospital with 
a suspected minor injury. She 
was also wearing a seatbelt.

Torres was uninjured, ac-
cording to the KHP report, and 
was also wearing a seatbelt.

The highway was closed for 
several hours from K-9 High-
way at Netawaka to 170th Road 
while emergency crews worked 
the scene.
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Two additional 
COVID-19 related deaths 
have been announced this 
week, bringing the total to 
3 in Brown County.

The Brown County 
Health Department an-
nounced the first death 
late last week — an indi-
vidual over the age of 65. 
No additional information 
was available.

On Wednesday evening, 
the Health Department 
published an updated on 
cases with a notice that 
two additional deaths due 

to COVID-19 had been re-
corded in Brown County. 
Both residents were over 
60 years of age, but no ad-
ditional details will be giv-
en.

“We continue to urge our 

residents to protect them-
selves by staying home 
when they are ill, washing 
their hands often, prac-
ticing social distancing 
and wearing masks when 
they are unable to safely 
distance themselves from 
others,” read a statement 
from the Health Depart-
ment.

County numbers had 
risen to 77 as of Wednes-
day evening, with a total 
of 1,271 total tests conduct-
ed and 2 currently hospi-
talized. Sixty-one patients 
had recovered.

In a breakdown of the 
case count by age:

 ❯ age 0-9 — seven

 ❯ age 10-17 — ten

 ❯ age 18-24 — six

 ❯ age 25-34 — nineteen

 ❯ age 35-44 — seven

 ❯ age 45-54 — nine

 ❯ age 55-64 — eleven

 ❯ age 65-74 — six

 ❯ age 75-84 — one

 ❯ age 85 and older — one
In statewide cases, there 

are 43,940 positive as of 
Wednesday evening with 
2,361 hospitalizations and 
458 statewide deaths. Neg-
ative tests total 375,307.

SOCIAL DISTANCING: 
PUMPKIN STYLE!

Mulberry Pond Pumpkin Patch to celebrate 10th year

PHOTOS By JOEy May

Mulberry Pond has some new signs to promote social distancing and staying with your family groups as people visit the 
pumpkin patch.

Merle and Staci Charles walk up the path that separates 
the corn maze from the pumpkin patch at Mulberry 
Pond. The couple is ready to celebrate nearly 10 years 
at the pumpkin patch.

New this year at Mulberry Pond is the Pumpkin Story-
Telling Tent, made from limbs and sticks, with a small 
variety of pumpkins growing up the sides.

Staci Charles said this “warty-looking pumpkin” is called a Knucklehead.

Fire marshal 
investigating 
garage fire
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Hiawatha volunteer firefighter 
Tristan Dickinson sprays down a 
garage blaze at 112 Kickapoo at 
4 a.m. on Tuesday.

Two more COVID-related deaths bring Brown County total to 3

FILE PHOTO | HIAWATHA WORLD

HCC confirms positive COVID cases Georgia man killed in fatality accident on U.S. Highway 75

We decided we just needed to plant 
the pumpkins and see what happens.

— MERLE CHARLES, 
co-owner of Mulberry Pond Pumpkin Patch
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