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HORTON — When someone 
loses their home to fire, an ar-
ray of emergency assets becomes 
available to them, such as the 
American Red Cross and various 
charities and disaster recovery 
agencies.

There are 12 survivors of the 
Dec. 10 Horton fire, ignited from 
a newly installed wood-fired 
stove in a small home in the 300 
block of East Eighth Street in 
Horton. The blaze burned down 
the house where it originated, 
and engulfed the two neighbor-
ing houses on either side, leav-
ing them in ruins before first 
responders could suppress the 
flames.

The victims, though none suf-
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The Brown County Sheriff’s 
K-9 officer “Ari” assisted au-
thorities in Richardson Coun-
ty with a search warrant on 
Friday.

Sheriff John Merchant said 
the K-9 officer Ari alerted on an 
area that yieled a large quanti-
ty of marijuana. Other drugs, 
paraphernalia and a stolen 
firearm from Olathe were all 
recovered in the search.

Three arrests were made by 
local authorities in Richard-
son County.
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Authorities have made an ar-
rest in connection with a fatality 
accident on Nov. 17 that involved 
five local teens.

According to a news release 
from Brown County Sheriff John 

Merchant, his deputies arrest-
ed Kyle White, 26, of Hiawatha 
on a Brown County warrant for 
unlawfully hosting minors and 
eight counts of furnishing alco-
holic liquor to a minor.

Sheriff Merchant said his 
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Many people got 
into decorating for 
the holidays this 
year.

With a dozen peo-
ple signed up for the 
Hiawatha Chamber 
and Visitor Bureau’s 
Holiday Light Fight, 
many others just 
decided to go all out 
with holiday cheer!

Drive out on Jack-
rabbit Road to check 
out the hay bale 
Christmas tree by 
Wes Meyer. Or stop 
out on Thrasher 
to see Vi and Van 
Koelliker’s Nativi-
ty. Another favorite 
is Van’s Electric in 
Fairview.

“It’s a real beaut’ 
Clark!” (Christmas 
Vacation quote)

Voting for the 
HCVB’s annual con-
test is going on cur-
rently this week on 
the organization’s 
Facebook page. Use 
a Google link to vote 
for your favorite 
business or home!

Businesses:
  Hiawatha Elemen-

tary — 600 Miami: 
This year, class-
rooms went all out 
with holiday cheer 
and painted win-
dows. Students voted 
and their favorite 
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Horton High School crowned its Snoball royalty a halftime of the Chargers vs. JCN boys game Friday night. 
Crowned queen was Maryanna Randall and king was Noah Isaacs. They are escorted by Wyatt Randall, son 
of Delores Hooper and Lester Randall and Grayson Isaacs, son of Madison Schmitt and Nathan Isaacs. Other 
candidates were Hunter Gamino and Grete Olsen and Dayton Minard and Ally Bottom.
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Sheriff K-9 assists in Falls City search
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The Brown County Sheriff K-9 officer Ari helped with a search in 
Richardson County, Neb., on Friday and locked in on a large amount 
of marijuana — pictured. Also retrieved was a stolen firearm.

Lighting up for the holidays

SUBMiTTEd

Wes Meyer got creative with these hay bales for Christmas decorating at 2277 Jackrabbit Road, just west of Hiawatha.

SUBMiTTEd

The front window at Just For You Jewelry and Gifts in downtown Hiawatha.

By JOSEPHiNE May

The students at Hiawatha Elementary voted Miss Miller’s and Mr. Carver’s Star Wars window as favorite in the 
schoolwide voting.

By JOSEPHiNE May

This Santa riding a unicorn display was painted by Jenn Pyle, Josey May 
and Cassie Smith from Mrs. Pyle’s kindergarten class. In schoolwide 
voting, it came in a close second place.

Local man charged with furnishing alcohol  
to minors in connection with fatality accident

Kyle White

Small town  
recovers from fire
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First Option Bank of Horton has been accepting donations 
on behalf of the 12 survivors of the Horton fire.Please  see recovers/Page a4

Please  see Light/Page a4

Please  see Charged/Page a4


