
Your Business When Shopping 
For A New Automobile!

AUTOS-4-U Handles Quality Pre-Owned Autos 
From Next To New With Low Mileage To Older Autos. 
All Are Inspected Before They Are Sold.

AUTOS-4-U Sells For Cash Or We Help With Fi-
nancing If You Have The Need. Please Check Out Our 
Website @ autos-4-u.com Or On Facebook For Cur-
rent Inventory Or Just Come To Our Lot @ 

1426 1st Ave E Horton, Ks 66439
AUTOS-4-U Offers Some Of The Best Warranties In 
The Used Car Industry. You’ll Have That Comfortable 
Feeling Knowing That If You Do Have A Mechanical 
Issue After The Purchase, You’re Going To Be Cov-
ered If You Choose To Purchase The State Of The Art 
Warranty Autos Offers!
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By Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Kansas High School 
Activities Association an-
nounced Wednesday after-
noon it was cancelling all 
spring championships, com-
petitions and festivals for 
the remainder of the school 
year.

This is in response to Gov. 
Laura Kelly’s Executive Or-
der regarding the closure 
and cessation of in-person 
instruction in all Kansas 
schools through May 29.

According to a statement 
issued by KSHSAA late 
Wednesday afternoon:

“The KSHSAA recogniz-
es the value of school ac-
tivities for all students and 
school communities, but the 
current situation does not 
permit the opportunity for 
school activities to take place 
in a manner that is consis-
tent with the very reason 
school activities exist.As a 
commitment to the health of 

Hiawatha World

Kansas Gov. Laura 
Kelly announced Tues-
day afternoon that 
school buildings across 
the state must be closed 
for the remainder of the 
school year.

“This was not an easy 
decision to make,” Kelly 
said. “It came after close 
consultation with the 
education profession-
als who represent local 
school boards, school 
administrators and 
local teachers. These 
unprecedented circum-
stances threaten the 
safety of our students 
and the professionals 
who work with them ev-
ery day and we must re-
spond accordingly.”

The following is an 
announcement by the 
Kansas State Depart-
ment of Education:

“Unprecedent-
ed circumstanc-
es that threaten 
the safety of our 
students and the 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s 
who work with 
them every day 
require swift, 
thoughtful and 
c o o r d i n a t e d 
action. On Tuesday, 
March 17, Gov. Laura 
Kelly announced that 
school buildings across 
the state must be closed 
for the duration of this 
school year for the pur-
pose of general student 
and staff attendance. 
However, learning will 
continue for Kansas stu-
dents.

A 25-member task 
force comprised of many 
of the state’s top educa-
tors in Kansas contin-
ues working to develop 
plans for Continuous 

Learning. The 
task force will 
deliver their 
r e c o m m e n d a -
tions to Kansas 
C om m i s sioner 
of Education Dr. 
Randy Watson by 
Wednesday eve-
ning. (Dr. Watson 

scheduled a press con-
ference at 10 a.m. Thurs-
day to release these rec-
ommendations.)

Kansas education is 
among the finest in the 
country. Closing class-
rooms and moving to a 
Continuous Learning 
plan can’t begin to rep-
licate our state’s edu-
cation structure as we 
know it, but it can help 
ensure strategies that 
will provide a bridge 
back to the world-class 

FLATTENING THE CURVE
KSHSAA cancels all 
spring competitions 

in response 
to Gov. Kelly’s order 

for closure of schools

Governor shuts Kansas school  
buildings for remainder of school year

Districts will launch into alternative 
education procedures to finish school year

Laura Kelly
Governor for the state 

of Kansas

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Hiawatha school of-
ficials are working to 
address the needs of 
the district’s students 
in the coming days in 
light of Gov. Laura Kel-
ly’s announcement that 
she was mandating the 
closure of all school 
buildings in the state 
to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19.

Gov. Kelly made her 
announcement late 
Tuesday in a special 
live press conference. 
She said the closure is 
for the remainder of the 
current academic year. 
This came after an ini-
tial recommendation on 
Saturday to close for this 
coming week. She said 
the state is working to 
help districts implement 
alternative ways of ed-
ucating students for the 
remainder of the school 

year.
A special state task 

force with the Kansas 
Department of Educa-
tion has been working 
around the clock this 
week to put together a 
comprehensive educa-
tion plan for the remain-
der of the school year. 
That plan was hopefully 
to be introduced to dis-
tricts in a special press 
conference at 10 a.m. 
Thursday morning by 
Dr. Randy Watson with 
the KSDE.

Hiawatha school officials working 
on comprehensive education plan 

to finish semester

By adaM CLay

Superintendent Lonnie Moser

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

It was Day 3 in the camper and 
already isolation was business as 
usual for Jason and Nancy Dvorak.

Well sort of. This was Wednesday 
of this week.

The Dvoraks just returned from 
a work trip/vacation to Europe 
and in light of the state of emer-
gency concerning the COVID-19 
coronavirus, they have decided to 
self-quarantine in their camper at 
their rural Brown County home. 
In keeping with “social distancing” 
and quarantining guidelines, the 
Dvoraks agreed to a phone inter-
view with the Hiawatha World from 
their camper.

The Dvoraks flew to France Feb. 
29, arriving March 1 in Toulouse, 
where Jason had a week of work 
meetings with other colleagues 
from Winfield United, a subsidi-
ary of Land O’Lakes. Nancy joined 
other wives who traveled to France 

as well and while their husbands 
were in meetings with clients from 
France, they were sight-seeing and 
enjoying the trip.

“Since we were on that side of the 
pond, we decided to stay an extra 
week and visit some areas where 

my ancestors came from,” Jason 
said.

The entire time they were in 
France, Jason and Nancy said they 
knew that the coronavirus was an 
issue, but it wasn’t to the magnitude 
that it is now.

“They were already practicing 
social distancing in France at work 
places,” he said.

“Over there they kiss on the 
cheek and they weren’t doing that,” 
Nancy added. “But otherwise, there 
were plenty of people walking 
around just doing their thing.”

She said they noticed a few peo-
ple of Asian descent were wearing 
masks in public, but other than that 
there weren’t any issues they no-
ticed – at least at the beginning of 
their trip.

So after several days of meet-
ings and sight-seeing in Toulouse, 
France, the Dvoraks hopped a train 
to Montpelier, France along the 

Brown County couple self-quarantines after trip to Europe
Jason and Nancy Dvorak living in their camper until March 29

PHOTOS COUrTESy OF JaSON aNd NaNCy dVOraK

Jason and Nancy Dvorak of rural Brown County 
are on self-quarantine in their camper after a 
recent trip to Europe.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Kansas Depart-
ment of Health and En-
vironment announced 
Thursday afternoon 
that there are now 34 
confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Kansas, in-
cluding one death.

In a news release 
from KDHE, the depart-
ment said it continues 
to closely monitor an 
outbreak of respiratory 
illness caused by a nov-
el coronavirus named 
coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19). The 
outbreak first started 
in Wuhan, China, but 
cases have been identi-
fied around the world, 
including in the United 
States.

The first case in the 

U.S. was announced Jan. 
21.

In Kansas, KDHE an-
nounced there were sev-
eral new positive cases 
today. Residents of other 
states tested in Kansas 
are counted in their res-
idential state’s numbers 
by the CDC and are not 
included in Kansas num-
bers. Those are one pos-
itive from Oregon and 
one from Missouri, test-
ing positive in Ford and 
Miami counties.

According to test 

KDHE confirms 34 cases in  
Kansas as of Thursday afternoon

By adam clay
Hiawatha World

At the Monday evening 
meeting of the Hiawatha 
City Commission, the 
group discussed the city’s 
press release regarding the 
COVID-19 virus, and how 
the city will respond to the 
progression of the pandemic.

Along with City Hall en-
couraging business to be 
completed by phone or on-
line, City Administrator 
Mike Nichols noted that the 
Police and Fire Departments 
would, for the most part, con-
tinue to operate as normal.

There was some discus-

sion of the Fisher Center’s 
closure in the press release, 
with Commissioner Becky 
Shamburg expressing the 

opinion that setting a date 
was a dubious option, and 
the group eventually decid-
ing that the recreation cen-

ter would be closed to the 
public until further notice.

Shamburg cited the rapid-
ly-changing guidelines and 
suggestions from state and 
national officials regarding 
the prevention of the dis-
ease. Shamburg stated that 
despite commission meet-
ings planned for the next two 
weeks, eliminating the need 
to return to the subject again 
and again would be wise.

Nichols also informed the 
commission of options going 
forward for their meetings. 
Nichols stated that one op-
tion would be to move to a 

Coronavirus response discussed at commission meeting
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Given the constant-
ly-changing nature 
of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) emergen-
cy, there is a nonstop 
amount of information 
to consider. As such, the 
following are changes 
to City operations until 
further notice, as well 

as information to assist 
you with these changes. 
All is done in an effort 
to minimize contact and 
promote social distanc-
ing. We apologize for any 
inconvenience but, truly 
feel it is in the best inter-
est of Hiawatha and our 

Hiawatha city closes City Hall, other facilities
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