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HCVB & HP&R Candy Cane Hunt 
& Breakfast with Santa

HP&R Reindeer Run on the Walking Trail

26th Annual TUBACHRISTMAS

HCVB & BVHS Christmas Movie

HAATS Music of Christmas & 
Winter Art Show

Don’t forget to Shop Local – 
Tickets available thru Dec 21!

Saturday, December 14

Spend the day 
in Hiawatha!
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by marcus clem
Atchison Globe

HORTON — A fire en-
gulfed a small house on 
Tuesday afternoon in 
Horton, causing it to col-
lapse, before spreading 
and bringing complete 
ruin to two neighboring 
homes on either side, au-
thorities say, although no 
one suffered any injuries 
aside from minor smoke 
exposure.

Horton Chief of Police 
John Calhoon, who also 
serves as the Horton city 
manager, said at the scene 
that he and another first 
responder had been about 
a minute away from the 
scene when a 911 call re-
porting a house fire came 

in at about 12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday. Upon arrival, he 
found the original house 
lost to the flames, be-
lieved to be linked to the 
recent installation of a 
wood-burning stove. How-
ever, Calhoon said, the 
cause of the fire remains 
under investigation.

“The smoke was very 
heavy,” he said. “We did 
have a few of the residents 
checked out. We had to get 
away from the smoke a few 
times, some of the first re-
sponders did.

“I’m so thankful. I 
mean, we’ve got respond-
ers from a thirty mile ra-
dius helping us out here.”

Calhoon said the 

by Adam clay
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha City Commission held a special 
meeting on Monday evening to address the depar-
ture of City Finance Commissioner John Merchant, 
Jr., who announced his resignation following last 
week’s meeting.

After hearing from a pair of applicants and read-
ing a letter from a third, the commission voted to ap-
point David Middendorf to the position.

Middendorf served on the commission a year ago, 
when Bill Collins moved into the vacated mayor po-
sition after Dr. Steffen Shamburg moved away. Mid-
dendorf was defeated by Merchant by a narrow mar-
gin late last year in an election to fill the position. At 
Monday’s meeting, he stated that he was comfortable 
working with city employees, and as a retiree, would 
have the time needed to fully embrace the position. 
Middendorf also said during his statement that he felt 
his abilities and experience would benefit the town.

Also present and applying to fill the position was 
Charles Bruner. Bruner said that Hiawatha has been 
good to him and that he would like to give back. He 
also spoke of finding common ground with everyone, 
listening to community members and being respect-
ful of all citizens. After Bruner, Mayor Collins read 
a letter from Brian Shefferd, who was not in atten-
dance as he was traveling on business. Shefferd said 

by Joey may
Hiawatha World

We are two weeks from Christ-
mas and there are still time to 
participate in some hometown 
Christmas events.

Don’t miss out on the Hiawatha 
Chamber and Visitor Bureau’s 
Shop Local campaign, which runs 
through Dec. 21. The winning 
tickets will get $700 and $400 to 
spend at those participating busi-
nesses.

The HCVB still has ornaments 
and cards — featuring Santa fly-
ing over the Clock Tower, by Kath-
erine Miller — available. Contact 
the office at 742-7136 for informa-
tion.

In the meantime, mark your 
calendar for these other upcom-

ing holiday events in the area — 
including a new Christmas movie 
event at the Historical Society 
Memorial Auditorium — set for 
Saturday, Dec. 14.

Upcoming  
Holiday Events

Saturday, Dec. 14 — Candy Cane 
Hunt and Breakfast With Santa: The 
HP&R is teaming up with the Hi-
awatha Chamber and Visitors Bu-
reau this year for a special jolly 
event on Saturday, Dec. 14 at the 
Fisher Center gym.

Join HP&R and the HCVB in 
searching for Santa’s lost candy 
canes. This is a free community 
event for toddlers to fourth grad-
ers. Groups will meet at the Fish-
er Center at the following times: 
9 a.m. — Toddler/preschool ages; 

9:30 a.m. — Kindergarten-1st 
grade; 10 a.m. — 2nd-4th grade; 
10:30 a.m. — Special Needs Tod-
dler-4th Grade. After each hunt, 
families are welcome to join San-
ta in the gym for a grab-and-go 
breakfast and photos. The hunts 
will take place by the walking 
trail by the Fisher Center.

This is a free community event 
– register your family by calling 
742-7176.

Saturday, Dec. 14 – Reindeer Run: 
Following the Candy Cane ad-
ventures is a new event this year 
— the Reindeer Run at 11:30 a.m. 
on the walking trail by the Fish-
er Center. Register now for this 
short fun run along the walking 
trail. the race is planned for a 

Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha School 
Board approved a retire-
ment request of a long-time 
elementary school teacher 
at Monday night’s regular 
meeting.

The board approved the 
request of kindergarten 
teacher Brenda Schuetz’s 
request at Monday’s meet-
ing. Schuetz has been with 
the district 30 years and a 
teacher for 32 years. Her re-
tirement is effective at the 
end of the academic year.

In other business:
   Lori Fordyce received a 

Blue Cross Blue Shield $700 
grant to be used for Red 
Hawks Ready for Life Day.

   Lori Fordyce and Nic-
ki Mathewson each re-
ceived a Board of  Educa-
tion Recognition Award.

   The board approved the 
Consent Agenda, which 
included the following:

1. Approve the Minutes of 
the November 11, 2019 Regu-
lar Board Meeting

2. Approve Preliminary 
Check Register, Adden-
dum to Preliminary Check 
Register, Outstanding Pur-
chase Orders

3. Approve the Treasur-
er’s Report for the month of 
October 2019.

4. Accept Contributions
5. Approve Middle School 

& High School Activity 

Fund Reports for the month 
of October 2019

6. Approve Trip Requests 
of HHS Band to Concert 
Band Clinic in Manhattan, 
KS 1/24-1/26, 2020 and HHS 
Headliners Choir to North-
west Missouri State Show 
Choir Festival in Maryville, 
MO 2/8/2020

7. Accept the Retirement 
Resignation of Brenda 
Schuetz as Kindergarten 
Teacher, Resignation of 
Melvin Baker as Driver’s 
Ed In-Car Instructor and 
Michael Downard as Base-
ball Assistant Coach

8. Recommendation to 
hire Andy Runer as HMS 
Boys Basketball Practice 
Coach

9. Approve disposal of 
surplus technology items

   Eric Kientz, CPA, Princi-
pal at Varney and Associ-
ates, CPAs, LLC presented 
the financial audit for the 
2018-19 fiscal year. The dis-
trict received an unqualified 
opinion which means the fi-
nancial statements are pre-
sented fairly and no areas of  
concern were found. There 
were some recommenda-
tions regarding dual con-
trol and cross-training of  
staff  in the business office.

Amy Kopp moved and 
Keith Erdley seconded the 
motion to accept the finan-

Fire destroys Horton houses

MarCUS CLEM | aTCHiSON GLOBE

A Brown County firefighter works on Tuesday afternoon to suppress the 
flames of a house that caught fire and collapsed, igniting two other 
houses, in Horton.

MarCUS CLEM | aTCHiSON GLOBE

A Horton Fire Department investigator looks over the ruins of a home that caught fire on Tuesday afternoon in Horton after a neighboring house 
burned to the ground. No one suffered injuries in the blaze.

Middendorf tapped 
for another round as 

Finance Commissioner

By adaM CLay

City Clerk Tish Simms newly appointed Finance Commissioner David 
Middendorf Monday night.

Hometown fun for the holidays

By adaM CLay

The Morrill Public Library welcomed its new director, Erin Verbick, with a public 
reception on Tuesday. Verbick has been an employee at the library for 2 years and 
recently served as interim director after offered the position permanently.
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