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by Joey May
Hiawatha World

The spooky season is 
upon Hiawatha and this 
week’s installation of the 
ghosts and bat lights is 
just the first glimpse!

Last year, the City of 
Hiawatha surprised its 
residents and visitors 
with new additions to the 
old fashioned lamp posts 
downtown.

Visitors traveling down-
town along Oregon might 
have noticed a few bats 
and ghosts taking up resi-
dence on those lamp posts. 
The ghosts were lit white 
and the bats are red.

City Administrator 
Mike Nichols told the Hi-
awatha World this was a 
well-kept secret from most 
of his staff and, of course, 

by Joey May
Hiawatha World

The “The Season of the Witch” is here as Hiawatha 
prepares to celebrate its 105 Halloween Frolic!

The Hiawatha Chamber and Visitors Bureau — 
along with organizations such as Hiawatha Parks 
and Recreation, Brown County Historical Society 
and the Hiawatha Area Arts and Theatre Society — 
have a variety of fun-filled spooky activities set to fill 
your month with plenty of choices for activities.

With the first events kicking off this weekend, or-
ganizers with the Chamber and other participating 
organizations are excited at everything that’s offered 
for this year.

HAATS’ production of “The Vampyre, a ‘Pen-
ny Dreadful’ Stage Thriller in Two Acts” premiers 
Friday with shows at 7 o’clock that night, Saturday 
and 2 p.m. on Sunday at the Memorial Auditorium in 
downtown Hiawatha.

In addition, the Hiawatha Chamber and Visitors 
Bureau has a plethora of events scheduled — includ-
ing historic and spooky Cemetery Tours, scheduled 
for Oct. 19 in conjunction with the Brown County 
Historical Society. These tours will leave from the 
Ag Museum on the hour on the Historical Society 
trolley and progress to Mt. Hope and Hiawatha Cem-
eteries. Prepare to learn a little bit about Hiawatha’s 
historic and beloved citizens from many moons past 
and enjoy a little bit of Halloween fun as the evening 

Hiawatha World

DONIPHAN COUNTY — The 
Kansas Bureau of Investigation 
confirmed Monday that the man 
injured Sunday, Sept. 22 during 
a fight at a party in Doniphan 
County has died from his inju-
ries.

Jason W. Pantle, 42, of Cum-
mings, died Saturday, Sept. 28, at 
the University of Kansas Medical 
Center where he was being treat-
ed for head injuries following the 
altercation.

Three men were arrested on 
Sept. 25 by KBI agents in connec-
tion to the case. Arrested were 
Scott A. Vandeloo, 44, of Atchi-
son, Brian A. Spillman Jr., 22, of 
Atchison and Matthew C. Scher-
er, 30, of Atchison.

All three were arrested on 
charges of aggravated battery, 
but those charges are expected to 
be amended due to Pantle’s death.

The three were charged in 

connection to a case, where au-
thorities were called to the scene 
of a confrontation at a party at 
159 Monument Rd. in Doniph-
an County on Sunday, Sept. 22. 
During the overnight party, Pan-
tle received serious head injuries 
during an altercation with other 
party attendees. He was trans-
ported by a family member to a 
residence in the 1600 block of Jay-
hawk Dr., in Atchison, where po-
lice and EMS were called around 
4:20 a.m. Sunday morning. He 
was transported by EMS to a lo-
cal Atchison hospital and later 
transferred to a Kansas City area 
hospital.

Assisting in these arrests were 
the Atchison Police Department, 
the Doniphan County Sheriff’s 
Office, the Kansas Highway Pa-
trol, the Missouri State Highway 
Patrol, and the Platte County 
Sheriff’s Office. The Doniphan 
County Attorney is expected to 
prosecute the case.
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Hiawatha Community Hos-
pital announced Wednesday it 
is continuing to investigate the 
increase in number of patients 
sick with pneumonia-like ill-
ness with the Brown County 
Health Department and the 
Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment.

CEO John Broberg con-
firmed that at this time, 61 peo-
ple have been diagnosed with 
lower-respiratory infections, 
including pneumonia and 
bronchitis. Ill people were test-
ed for many viruses and bacte-
ria, and two types were found: 
rhinovirus and Mycoplasma 
pneumoniae.

Rhinovirus is caused by a 
virus and is the most com-
mon cause of the common 
cold. Symptoms of rhinovirus 
are usually minor, including 
sneezing, sore throat, cough-
ing, and sometimes a fever. 

Most people feel better within 
7 to 10 days, but some people, 
especially those with weak-
ened immune systems or asth-
ma, may become sicker and 

get bronchitis or pneumonia. 
People can get sick with rhino-
virus year-round but is more 
common in the fall and spring.

By JOEy May

On Oct. 4-5-6, HAATS will present ‘The Vampyre A ‘Penny Dreadful’ Stage Thriller in Two Acts’ at the Brown County Historical Society’s Memorial 
Auditorium, 611 Utah St. Production times are at 7 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 4 and Saturday, Oct. 5 and a 2 p.m. matinee on Sunday, Oct. 6. Tickets are 
and available at the door, for $5 for students K-12 and adults are $10. Cast members pictured from left: Cass Kreie, Nate Haislip, Lord Ruthven 
(laying across back of couch), Jenna Madere, Cody Coppe, Abby Allen, Raven Stroud, Mae Nichols and Alex Allen. Not pictured: Logan Carpenter, 
Karin Moorhous and Nathan Stroud.
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It’s the spooky season in Hiawatha

PHOTOS By JOEy May

Spooky season is upon us! The City of Hiawatha crews were busy this 
week, putting out the new ghost and bat lights on the city lamp posts 
downtown in preparation of the 104th Halloween Frolic.

This ghost is one of more than 
a dozen ghosts and bats that 
are clinging to the lamp posts in 
downtown Hiawatha — ready to 
light up the night in preparation of 
the upcoming Halloween Frolic.

By JOEy May

One of the lit ghosts on the city 
lamp posts downtown.

By JOEy May

Ghost and bat lights were mounted 
on the city lamp posts downtown 
as Hiawatha gears up for the 
105th Halloween Frolic.

‘The 
Season of 
the Witch’  

is here!

By KaTE MiLLEr aNd aNdy rUNEr

This collaborative effort by designers Kate Miller and Andy Runer won 
the Hiawatha Halloween Frolic’s logo contest for 2019.

Doniphan County case now a  
homicide following victim’s death

Hiawatha Community Hospital continues 
to investigate respiratory illnesses

FiLE PHOTO | HiaWaTHa WOrLd

Hiawatha Community Hospital officials announced Wednesday it is reinstating a 2% 
pay wage reduction to its employees.
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