
5pm - 9pm
6oz Ribeye Steak

and Shrimp
Chicken Breast

and ShrimpOR

dinner roll and dinner salad.

75
14

41
05

$17 for one
$30 for two dinners
Everyone who comes in to enjoy the Valentine’s Dinner Special 
will also get a free $10 free play coupon to use on a future date.

CASINO WHITE CLOUD
www.casinowhitecloud.org / 785-595-3430

Served with baked potato, house veggie.
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by adam Clay
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha City 
Commission moved Mon-
day night to reopen the 
Fisher Center, with spe-
cific guidelines in place, 
and stick with the mask 
mandate for the indefinite 
future.

Two local citizens spoke 
to the commission on Mon-
day night regarding the 
city mask mandate. Stu-
art Aller and Chris Kroll 
each requested that the 
commission rescind the 
mandate in the name of 
personal choice. Later in 
the meeting Commission-
er Brian Shefferd made 
a motion was made to do 

just that, but it died on the 
floor for lack of a second.

Aller called the mask 
ordinance a “rights viola-
tion,” and suggested that 
the toll the mask mandate 
has taken on the public is 
greater than any benefit it 
may lend. Aller stated his 
belief that decisions of in-
dividual welfare belong in 
the hands of the citizens.

The second speaker, 
Kroll, is not a Hiawatha 
resident, but does busi-
ness in town. Kroll quoted 
Dr. Anthony Fauci from 
three different points on 
the Covid-19 timeline, and 
noted that with each state-
ment the doctor changed 

by Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha School Board 
met for a special meeting Tues-
day morning and voted to make 
changes to the spectator policy 
that had been in effect since 
early December.

Based on changes made by 
the Kansas State High School 
Activities Association in late 
January, individual school 
boards had the option to make 

changes to their spectator poli-
cies that had been tightened up 
due to COVID restrictions.

In early December, KSHSAA 
issued the guideline that only 
two spectators were allowed 
per event. This decision actual-
ly came after the group re-eval-
uated a decision to allow NO 
spectators, following pressure 
from parents, schools and ad-
vice from medical officials.

by Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Brown County 
Commission voted Mon-
day morning to move for-
ward on sending a letter to 
the Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment 
regarding a proposed in-
dustrial poultry facility.

Brown County Attor-
ney Kevin Hill advised 
that he and County Clerk 
Dawn Boyles had drafted 
a letter to KDHE for the 
commission’s approval. In 
the letter the county asked 
the state to further inves-
tigate the impact a poultry 

by Joey May
Hiawatha World

Hiawatha Elementary 
school has announced that 
second-grade teacher Ash-
lyn Riley was nominated to 
represent USD 415 for this 
year’s Horizon Award.

Principal Paul Carver 
said the Kansas Horizon 
Award program identifies 
and recognizes representa-
tives of excellent teaching 
in the elementary and sec-
ondary classrooms of the 
state. The mission of the 
program is to recognize ex-
emplary first-year teachers 
who perform in a way that 

distinguishes them as out-
standing.

“Ashlyn Riley is an exam-
ple of how any person can 
have a powerful impact on 
a school, contribute to team-
work, and show leadership 
qualities despite her begin-
ning teacher status,” shared 
Carver. “Challenges related 
to COVID helped define last 
year, but by combining her 
values and skillsets, Ms. 
Riley stepped up in a signifi-
cant capacity. Working with 
the elementary school’s 
staff, she demonstrated 
several digital tools to help 

Commission sticks with 
mask mandate again; 
opens Fisher Center

Mayor Collins: ‘I’m interested 
in saving people’s lives.’

HIAWATHA ELEMENTARY’S RILEY 
NOMINATED FOR HORIZON AWARD

SUBMiTTEd

Hiawatha Elementary instructor Ashlyn Riley with her second-grade class.

By JOEy May | HiaWaTHa WOrLd

USD 415 Horizon Award nominee Ashlyn Riley, who teaches 
second grade at Hiawatha Elementary, with Principal Paul Carver.County moves forward on 

letter to KDHE regarding 
proposed poultry facility

By JOEy May

Brown County Commissioners recite the Pledge of Allegiance prior to 
Monday morning’s board meeting. From left, Commissioner Lamar 
Shoemaker, Commissioner Richard Lehmkuhl and Commissioner Bill 
Pollock.

Hiawatha School Board votes to change spectator policy
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by Joey May
Hiawatha World

After being closed more than a 
year, the Morrill Public Library is 
preparing for phases of reopening 
as a major remodel is winding up.

Library Director Erin Verbick 
said the finishing touches are being 
put on an approximate $750,000 re-
modeling project that got underway 
in January 2020. The project was 
estimated to last about 8-9 months, 
however COVID-19 got in the way 
and there were many delays with 
construction that also included is-
sues with deliveries of materials. 
Verbick said architects also had to 
work remotely, which added to the 
delays.

Verbick said there are a few lin-
gering electrical projects, but they 
are making plans to reopen slow-
ly in a series of phases with the 

COVID-19 pandemic still a concern.
The year 2020 has definitely been 

Library prepares for phases of reopening as remodel winds down
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This photo shows the library stacks area where the bookshelves now are and there is a view of the 
new study room with the wall of windows.
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