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By Joey May
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Two local greenhouses in Brown 
County want everyone to know they 
are open for business during a spring 
planting season that has been termed 
as the phenomenon “Victory Garden 
2.0.”

This spring’s planting season has 
an unusual twist – a consumer-run 
on garden supplies, seed, plants and 
fruit trees that are selling out. The 
first Victory Garden was back in the 
1940s, during wartime, when food 

was scarce and people turned to 
growing their own gardens.

While the governor’s “Stay at 
Home” order led to many businesses 
shutting their doors, the greenhouse 
industry is blooming right now as de-
mand is surprisingly healthy for any-
thing edible in the backyard. Green-
house space is shifting from flowers 
over to consumable plant sales.

“Even though the future is un-
known, we can still plant vegetables 
and seeds,” said Jim Garcia, green-

By National Garden 
Bureau
Special to the World

When the first Victory 
Garden Manual was writ-
ten in 1943 by James H. 
Burdett, it was easy to find 
reasons to grow your own 
food. It was wartime, and 
food was scarce. The avail-
able produce back in the 
day wasn’t always fresh 
nor the healthiest. Near-
ly 40 percent of all fruits 
and vegetables grown in 
the U.S. were produced at 
home or in community 
victory gardens.

According to the Na-
tional Garden Bureau 
website, Burdett found-
ed the National Garden 
Bureau in 1920 as a way 
to enlist horticultural 
writers and broadcast-
ers in the noble effort 
of mass education to 
create a population of 
gardeners. In the pro-
cess, he improved the 
lives of citizens both in 
wartime and in times of 
peace. In celebrating 100 
years with the National 

Garden Bureau, they 
are introducing Victory 
Gardening again with 
easy steps to grow your 
own garden.

Today’s Victory gar-
den starts with eight 
steps.

 ❯ 1 — Know your growing 
zone.

 ❯ 2 — Make a list of what 
your family enjoys eating.

 ❯ 3 — Decide if these plants 
grow from seed or should 
be bought as a transplant.
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On Wednesday, the Legislative Coordi-
nating Council voted 5-2 to overturn Gov. 
Laura Kelly’s newest executive order that 
specifically restricted the size of religious 
gatherings to 10 or less — citing a reason 
that the governor’s orders likely violated 
the state constitution.

The governor’s latest executive order 
was to take effect at noon on Wednesday — 
in light of the possibility of upcoming Eas-
ter services. While the majority of church-
es had taken it upon themselves to cancel 
public services — many going online to 
offer services — Gov. Kelly’s orders made 
it very specific. In addition, she limited fu-
neral services to gatherings of 10 people or 
less.

This week’s numbers of cases have es-

calated daily, with 11 more deaths and an 
additional nearly 150 cases on Wednesday, 
Gov. Kelly announced at her live press 
conference that afternoon. She said her 
concern was for the health and safety of 
Kansans, and politics need to be set aside, 
as these recent moves were confusing for 
the citizens in a time when they needed 
solidarity by its leaders. She, along with 
Kansas Department of Health and Envi-
ronment officials, also announced that 
some of the clusters of the virus they have 
been tracking has been linked to religious 
gatherings.

Governor Laura Kelly made this public 
statement on her Facebook page:

“This virus has been hard for all of us. 
As your governor, all I can do is take deci-
sive steps to mitigate the damage, flatten 

By Joey May
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The Hiawatha Community Hospital is 
asking for help from the community to 
provide homemade surgical face masks.

According to information provided by 
the hospital, there is a worldwide short-
age of personal protective equipment 
(PPE) which have left medical facilities 
in need of more supplies.

One of those basic needs includes face 
masks.

Anyone who wants to help can sew a 
homemade face mask for the Hiawatha 
Hospital. The hospital has said they will 
accept any size or style. Masks should be 
made of cotton or flannel, contain two 
or three layers and should have elastic, 

string or ribbon ties.
If a person would like to help and 

does not have a pattern, the following 
is an online link that might be useful: 
https://www.google.com/amp.usatoday.com/
amp/2945209001.

Contact the hospital at 742-6229 to 
make arrangements for delivery in the 
hospital parking lot.

“We appreciate all who are willing to 
make masks and are overhwlemed with 
gratitude for the community support!”

In addition, the Hiawatha Community 
Hospital said that the CDC is additionally 
advising the use of simple cloth face cov-
erings to slow the spread of the virus and 
help people who may have the virus and do 
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As more and more events con-
tinue to be canceled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic precautions, 
the Hiawatha Parks and Recre-
ation Director is throwing some 
fun out-of-the-box activities out 
there for residents to take part 
in.

HP&R Director Stacy Jasper 
said the current emergency and 
cancellation of all recreational 
events is something that is chal-
lenging for her after a decade 
or more of planning activities 
for communities — here in Hi-
awatha and at her previous posi-
tion for the City of Colby.

She had already launched into 
her plans for summer recreation 
— teeball, aquatic park, employ-
ment applications for concession 
and pool workers — along with 

already being knee-deep in hir-
ing a new grounds staff member 
and getting underway with plans 
to ready the softball and baseball 
fields for spring school athletic 
events.

Then it hit the fan, so-to-speak. 
The COVID-19 pandemic wasn’t 
just a concern for people in Chi-
na and Italy. The coronavirus 
had hit the United States and was 
hitting hard. Suddenly, March 
Madness was gone, colleges and 
public schools were closing and 
the nation was in a state of emer-
gency.

The City of Hiawatha joined 
other municipalities in imme-
diately implementing COVID-19 
restrictions and guidelines — 
closing the Fisher Center and 
City Hall to the public. This also 
included cancelling any and all 
recreation activities planned for 
the spring.

“This really was nothing I had 
ever dealt with in all my years 
in recreation and I admit it was 
challenging to try and come up 
with ideas for the community to 
do and stay in line with social 
distancing guidelines,” Jasper 
said.

According to the Center for 
Disease Control, people are en-
couraged to practice “social dis-
tancing” by staying 6 feet away 
from other people when engaging 
in an activity. On top of that, the 
governor issued a “stay at home” 
order for Kansans to adhere to — 
advising to not leave the house 
unless it was for an essential 
need.

Among the governor’s list of 
essential needs was outdoor exer-
cise — but participants still need-
ed to adhere to social distancing 
guidelines. In addition, gyms are 
closed, city parks are closed — so 

what is there to do?
Take it to the driveway — or 

the living room — or the kitchen!
Those are just a few of the plac-

es that Jasper has included in her 
many “stay-at-home” challenges 
for the HP&R public in Hiawatha.

Jasper said she has participat-
ed in some online Zoom meetings 
with other parks and rec direc-
tors across the state and over a 
couple hours the directors brain-
stormed about ways to keep their 
public active and engaged during 
the “stay at home” order — which 
for now remains in effect until 
April 19.

So right now, Jasper has 13 chal-
lenges on her HP&R Facebook 
page — including HP&R Home-
work, which offers a daily activity. 
Among the other activities are pet 
tricks, chalk art, a driveway trick 

Victory Garden 2.0

Local greenhouses open for what looks Local greenhouses open for what looks 
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By JOEy May

This attractive succulent arrangement is just one of many options at Wolf River Nursery, which is open for business for the growing season.

GriMM’S GardENS

Grimm’s Gardens has opened for the spring season and 
is open regular hours, offering curbside and delivery.

The Victory Garden Manual

NaTiONaL GardEN BUrEaU

The 1943 Victory Garden Manual 
was written by James Burdett, 
who founded the National 
Garden Bureau in 1920.

Legislative Council overrules governor’s order 
on mass gatherings, including religious services

Hiawatha Hospital in need of masks
‘Calling all seamstresses!’

Out of the box ways to take part in recreation
HP&R director creates fun activities to do while maintaining ‘social distancing’

HP&r PHOTO

HP&R Director Stacy Jasper and her husband, 
Brady, show how to do the bitmoji challenge.
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Help keep your local news relevant with your support
Now more than ever, journalism in Northwest Missouri and North-

east Kansas needs your support as expenses mount during hardships 
through the years. Please consider a donation to help keep your local 
news viable at hiawathaworldonline.com/supportlocaljournalism.


