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By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Kansas students won’t 
see the inside of a class-
room until after Labor 
Day.

And, if Kansans don’t 
start wearing masks, so-
cial distancing and avoid-
ing large gatherings, the 
start date for school could 
get pushed back again.

Gov. Laura Kelly said 
she cannot, in good con-
science, send children and 
teachers back to school in 
August, considering the 
recent spikes in COVID-19 
cases.

Gov. Kelly reminded 

Kansans of the dire need 
to take health precautions 
Wednesday afternoon 
during a live press confer-
ence. In her press confer-
ence she was joined by the 
Kansas Education Com-
missioner Dr. Randy Wat-
son and the Department of 
Health Commissioner Dr. 
Lee Norman.

“This virus has impact-
ed all of our lives,” Gov. 
Kelly said, noting that 
when she ordered schools 
closed in March, the state 
case numbers reacted and 
they “flattened the curve.”

That is, until Memorial 

Governor delays 
school start until 
after Labor Day

By JOEy May

A snapshot of Governor Laura Kelly as she delivered a recent press 
conference.
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By Joey May
Hiawatha World

It was a wild night at the Bra-
vos game Tuesday night and 
that refers to a lot more than the 
team’s eighth consecutive win.

ARC Wild of Sabetha was a 
special guest and gave educa-
tional presentations on several 
animals that were brought to 
the game. Kids surrounded the 
ARC Wild table, which offered 

educational and fun informa-
tion on the animals.

Sherri McNary, one of the 
founders and organizers of ARC 
Wild brought Jack the horned 
owl, along with a python, a tur-
tle and a bearded dragon named 
Clementine. Helping her was 
Ranger Jack Frazee, who vol-
unteers at ARC Wild with the 
animals and McNary said he is 

By Adam Clay
Hiawatha World

Superintendent 
Lonnie Moser 
shared his take-
aways from the 
state’s suggestions 
on re-opening 
schools with the Hiawatha 
School Board at Monday’s 
meeting, with a heavy fo-
cus on the still-uncertain 
near future.

Moser stated that he 
would meet with admin-
istrators to begin deci-
sion-making processes, 
and then the work would 
go to several committees 
that will work to finalize 
the district’s plan that will 
be submitted to the School 
Board and then the state 
for approval.

As things stand today, 
it appears that the school 
year will start on-site with 
new day-to-day protocols 
to combat the spread of 
COVID-19, as long as there 
continue to be low commu-
nity restrictions. Moser 
said the use of masks will 
be a part of the discussion 
that committees must 
have. Work will be done 

to limit crowded 
hallways and gath-
ering areas, while 
cleanliness and so-
cial distancing will 
be focus areas. The 
district will be as-
sisted in planning 
and in response 

to any setbacks by local 
health departments.

Three different phases 
are possible, with phase 
one being on-site educa-
tion, phase two being a 
hybrid plan with students 
rotating days or half days, 
and phase three is online. 
The school must provide an 
online option for families 
that do not feel safe send-
ing their kids to school, 
and administration will 
be available to meet with 
parents interested in this. 
Moser did note that any on-
line learning will not look 
like the method used to fin-
ish out the school year.

Moser mentioned a few 
other topics that will need 
to be addressed, but with 
no set solutions at this 
point. Transportation 
and food service will be 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

In light of the contin-
ued concern over the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Hiawatha Chamber and 
Visitors Bureau has can-
celed the Maple Leaf Fes-
tival, planned for Satur-
day, Sept. 26.

However — stay tuned 
for an announcement 
about the Halloween Frol-
ic’s 106th celebration! It 
might look a little differ-
ent this year, but the tra-
dition will continue!

The announcement con-
cerning the Maple Leaf 
Festival came this week 
as the HCVB joined many 

other organizations who 
have canceled activities 
this year. In the spring, 
the HCVB canceled the 
Easter Egg Hunt and did 
not plan it’s other nor-
mal activities such as the 
Spring Tea and additional 
activities for the Fourth of 
July.

The Maple Leaf Festi-
val had grown consider-
ably in the last few years 
with kids inflatables, the 
mobile Discovery Mu-
seum, live music, a va-
riety of food and craft 
vendors, magicians and 
many other activities. 
However, organizers felt 
that for the safety of the 

It was an ‘ARC Wild’ night at the Bravos game

PHOTOS By JOSEPHiNE May

Ranger Jack Frazee, a youth volunteer with ARC Wild, shows off a young python to a group of interested kids at Tuesday night’s Bravos game 
in Sabetha.

Sherri 
McNary 

with ARC 
Wild takes 

a photo 
with 

Jack the 
horned 
owl at 

Tuesday’s 
Bravos 
game.

SUBMiTTEd

CALL OF THE WILD

Please  see Wild/Page a5

Chamber cancels Maple Leaf Festival
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By Joey May
Hiawatha World

COVID-19 has caused yet an-
other local event cancellation.

The organizers of the Big Kan-
sas Road Trip announced late 
last week that the event sched-
uled for September has been re-
scheduled for May 6-9, 2021. This 
is the second time the event was 
rescheduled — it was originally 

slated for May 7-10 of this year, 
but was pushed back to fall due 
to concern with the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The BKRT is a “destination” 
event for three counties — this 
year set to be in Brown, Doniph-
an and Nemaha — and is spon-
sored by the Kansas Sampler 
Foundation. This event was in its 

Big Kansas Road Trip canceled due to coronavirus concerns
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Board hears thoughts 
on back-to-school plans

Lonnie Moser
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