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“This old house” is 
more than just a popu-
lar television series that 
details more than 1,000 
episodes of flipping a fix-
er-upper.

To many, “this old 
house” has sentimental 
and historical meaning 
that can more often than 
not focus on the trea-
sures and stories found 
within those walls that 
offered homes to people 
long past.

A local couple — Brad 

and Kristen Rosenberg-
er — have been flipping 
an old house at 508 Utah 

within the same block 
they live. Brad said 
during extensive renova-

tion of the house — which 
was built in 1873 and also 
served as a nursing home 
for several years — he 
came across a few trea-
sures.

One of those treasures 
was a token from Willard 
Service Station, located 
at 419 Oregon St. at the 
time the token was made 
and distributed, offering 
the customer $1 off a car 
battery. A search of ad-
vertisements for Willard 
Service Station from that 
era showed that batteries 

THIS OLD HOUSE...
Home renovation yields nearly century-old treasures

PHOTOS By JOEy May 
Brad and Kristen Rosenberger are renovating this more than century-old home at 508 Utah.

The Liberty Theatre in Horton was 
showing ‘The Perfect Specimen,’ 
featuring Errol Flynn this week in 1937.

In 1937, taking a dollar off a vehicle battery was 
probably a significant value.

This ad was printed in a 1917 edition of the 
Hiawatha Daily World.
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Wolfley’s Garage in the 400 block of Oregon leased part of its garage 
to Willard Service Station.
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Hiawatha City Adminis-
trator Mike Nichols will be 
leaving the City on April 
6, after offering his resig-
nation at Monday night’s 
meeting.

Nichols has secured 
the same position with 
North Kansas City, Mo., 
and will begin on April 11 
after serving the City of 
Hiawatha since December 
of 2013. Nichols briefly ad-
dressed his departure at 
Monday night’s meeting 
of the Hiawatha City Com-
mission. His last commis-
sion meeting will be on 
March 28.

At the meeting, Nichols 

presented the commis-
sion with information 
from the Kansas League 
of Municipalities on 
finding an interim City 
Administrator while the 
city seeks applicants for 
the full time position. 
The cost of listing and 
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The Hiawatha City 
Commission was recep-
tive to a plea from Morrill 
Public Library officials to 
look at an increase in the 
budget.

A week prior to Mon-
day’s meeting of the Hi-
awatha City Commission, 
Morrill Public Library Di-
rector Erin Verbick sent an 
email entreaty to patrons 
of the library, asking for 
their support in and de-
tailing her plans to request 
an employee benefit fund 
within the City’s budget 
for library employees, and 
asking those in favor to 
reach out to commission 
members to voice their de-
sire.

Verbick, along with Li-
brary Board member Mar-
ianne Schmitt were pres-
ent at Monday’s meeting, 

and submitted this re-
quest. Verbick explained 
that while the library is 
not a city department, tax-
es are collected on their 
behalf, qualifying them as 
a city entity. She further 
pointed out that many 
similar libraries in the 
state collect between 73% 

By adam clay
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The Hiawatha City 
Commission held a meet-
ing on Monday evening, 
and recent findings of 
violations of the Kan-
sas Open Meetings Act 
were discussed at sever-
al points throughout the 
night.

Former City Com-
missioner Toni Hull ad-
dressed the group, stating 
her displeasure with the 
state of the city govern-
ment. Hull said that she 
does not want the taxpay-
ers to have to foot any of 
the bill for the KOMA 
violation and the subse-
quent investigation, say-
ing instead that the two 
commissioners and the 
mayor that were found in 
violation should pay the 
fines. Hull said that the 
three have punished a lot 
of people and their fam-
ilies and created an un-

comfortable atmosphere 
for city employees.

Commissioner Bri-
an Shefferd said that he 
would gladly donate the 
$500 for the fine, while 
Commissioner Evans Woe-
hlecke apologized for his 
part in the violations, and 
said he would also pay his 
share.

Commissioner Becky 
Shamburg said that she 
disagrees with the ele-
ments of the investiga-
tion that pointed to one 
incident regarding a ju-
venile that was discussed 
among Woehlecke, Shef-
ferd and Mayor Collins, 
noting that the investiga-
tion was completed and 
action was taken quick-
ly. Shamburg shared her 
belief that the Police De-
partment has done a good 
job, and commented that 
in just over two months 
that the city has lost 5 

Hiawatha City Administrator 
tenders resignation, takes 

position in North Kansas City

Mike Nichols

Library request met with 
acceptance by commission

Erin Verbick is the director at the 
Morrill Public Library.

Hiawatha City Commission 
addresses KOMA violations
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Spring forward, fall 
back – it seems rather 
confusing but for the ma-
jority of us, it’s a twice a 
year task.

And it’s a task that 
most people dread – how-
ever current legislature 
could keep our clocks on 
the same time starting 
next year.

In the spring, we move 
our clocks forward by 1 
hour and lose an hour of 
sleep as we adjust to Day-
light Savings Time. An 

hour doesn’t sound like 
much, but for many it 
takes several days to get 
their bodies used to the 
change — however the 
coffee companies could 
be seeing the benefits.

In the fall, we “fall 
back” to standard time. 
That means adding an 
extra hour of sleep – but 
it also means that the 
shadows of the night 
start creeping in around 
5 o’clock as many are 
leaving their day jobs 
and heading home.

Although the main-
stream idea for Daylight 

Savings Time is said to 
date back to Benjamin 
Franklin, who suggest-
ed it jokingly in a letter 
about saving daylight 
hours, it was first wide-
ly implemented during 
World War I by Germany. 
However, Ontario Can-
ada had implemented it 
nearly a decade earlier 
as a means to conserve 
energy and utilize the 
daylight hours.

The United States fol-
lowed in 1918 and a few 
years later it was abol-
ished, but came back 
again during World War 

II. Following the war, 
Americans once again 
split on whether to sup-
port DST and cities and 
states were allowed to go 
their own way – which 
created chaos in the 
country for a time. Ac-
cording to Smithsonian 
Magazine, 71 of the larg-
est cities in the U.S. prac-
ticed DST, while 59 did 
not – “a trend that led the 
United States Naval Ob-
servatory to call Amer-
ica ‘the world’s worst 
timekeeper.’”

Sunshine Protection Act could keep our clocks steady
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