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By Maj. Margaret Ziffer
Public Affairs Officer-Kansas  
National Guard

The headquarters for the Kansas 
Army National Guard’s 2nd Battal-
ion, 130th Field Artillery Brigade 
sits about 15 miles south of the Ne-
braska-Kansas border in the town 
of Hiawatha.

Like many small towns in Kan-
sas, Hiawatha has retained a 
distinct historic feel, with many 
original buildings and brick roads 
around the town square.

Across the street from the Brown 
County courthouse, the Citizens 
State Bank and Trust has operated 
for over a hundred years; the 1963 
version of the building still stands 
today, an American flag proudly 
displayed out front.

It was here, several weeks ago, 
Maj. Nick Carlson, battalion ad-
ministrative officer, and Staff Sgt. 
Alicia Young, battalion medical 
readiness noncommissioned of-
ficer, came, based on the recom-
mendations of the state Family 
Programs Office, to open a new 
savings account on behalf of their 
unit’s Soldier and Family Readi-
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Discussions on finding 
a negotiator to represent 
Brown County for wind 
energy talks continued at 
Monday morning’s Brown 
County Commission meet-
ing.

The commission has 
made it clear that there 
are not any current nego-
tiations in process for any 
wind farms to enter the 
county. However, based 
on advice from Brown 
County Attorney Kevin 
Hill, the commissioners 
are considering retaining 
the services of an attorney 
who specializes in wind 
farm negotiations for any 
future need.

Hill told the commis-
sion a few weeks ago at 
a meeting that he would 
recommend James Neeld, 
an attorney who negotiat-
ed wind energy contracts 
for Nemaha County. He 
said the Nemaha County 
Attorney was happy with 
Neeld’s representation of 
the county for the wind 
energy negotiations. As 

transmission lines for 
the Nemaha County wind 
farms will cross through 
Brown County, Hill pro-
posed getting Neeld on 
board for potential negoti-
ations. He noted there was 
not a retainer fee needed 
— Neeld only charged for 
work completed.

The commissioners ta-
bled any decision for a 
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The Bravos are returning to action 
with games slated to be played in Hi-
awatha this year.

The Bravos is a team that is part of 
the Midwest Plains College Wooden 
Bat league and is made up primarily of 
Latin American players — with many 
coming from Puerto Rico, Venezuela, 
Guatemala, Dominican Republic and 
other countries. They are coached by 
Edgar Santos, a player at Ranger Col-

lege in Texas and a native to Venezue-
la. Other coaches are Reiner Mendez, 
a player at Peru State College and Gi-
anfranco Garlobo, an assistant coach 
at Peru State University.

Occasionally, a local player has been 
part of the team — last year Hiawatha’s 
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With Easter just around the corner, the 
Hiawatha Chamber and Visitors Bureau is 
working on a plan to bring the Easter Bun-
ny to town for the annual celebration at the 
courthouse square on Saturday, April 3.

The annual egg hunt was put on pause last 
year due to COVID-19, but this year it’s a go. 
HCVB Administrator Sarah Kleopfer said 
the hunt will be spread out more around 
the entire courthouse square to allow for 
better spacing and more age groups for kids 
between infant through fourth grades.

The Easter Bunny will be available start-
ing at 9:30 a.m. on the north side of the 
courthouse for photos — social distance 
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A Gofundme account 
has been set up to raise 
money to help a rural Hor-
ton family who lost their 
house in a fire Monday 
night.

According to the Go-
fundme account, Cassy 
Cox-Small and her daugh-
ters lost their home in a 
fire. The house was de-
clared a total loss and 
tragically, the family lost 
two dogs in the fire. The 

family was not home at the 
time of the fire.

The Gofundme account 
is raising funds to help 
the family with replacing 
belongings and finding a 
new home by helping pay 
the deductible for renters’ 
insurance, and the cost 
of a deposit and rent for a 
house, along with funds to 
pay for temporary hous-
ing.

To make a donation, 
go to https://www.gofund-
me .com/f/coxsma l l - f am i -
ly-house-fire.
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Maj. Nick Carlson, 2nd Battalion, 130th Field Artillery Regiment administrative officer, Staff Sgt. 
Alicia Young, battalion medical readiness noncommissioned officer, Aimee Plankinton, battalion 
Soldier and Family Readiness Group senior advisor, and Lt. Col. Shawn Plankinton, battalion 
commander, stand with Theodor Starr, center, chairman and president of Citizens State Bank 
and Trust in Hiawatha, Kansas, March 4. Starr made a generous donation to the SFRG account 
being initiated by the unit, which will help kick start fundraising efforts that support battalion 
events and community initiatives.

County continues 
talks to find wind 
farm negotiator
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Wind farms, such as the one 
pictured above, are subject of 
great debate in Nemaha and 
Brown counties.

HCVB planning Easter Egg Hunt, 
Golden Egg scavenger hunt

Donations being 
raised to help family 
who lost house in fire

Bravos returning to action with  
games slated to be played in Hiawatha

Opportunities for local 
support on primarily 
international team
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