
Saturday, January 25th
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

CHILI FEE D
FUNDRAISER
FREE  WILL  OFF ERING BENEFI TT ING

LITT LE HANDS DAYCARE
Located at: The Fi sher Center

201 East Iowa Stree t | Hiawatha, KS 66434
Raff le: Enter to Win one of the foll owing:

•55” UHD Toshiba Amazon Fi re TV w/ Amazon Echo Dot
• Razor E200 Electric Scoo ter - White/Red

$5 per ti cket, or 5 ti ckets for $20
Ti ckets available in advance at Thrivent Fi nancial

You do not nee d to be present to win!
75130398
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By Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Brown County 
Sheriff’s Department is 
commemorating the ser-
vice of Brown County Dep-
uty Todd Widman with a 
limited edition Challenge 
Coin.

Sheriff John Merchant 
said that March 1, 2020 
marks the 20th anniversa-
ry of the night that Deputy 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

A 20-year-old Willis man has entered pleas on bur-
glary, rape and additional charges in Brown County 
District Court.

Brown County Attorney Kevin Hill 
said Anthony “AJ” Lay appeared in 
court on Thursday, Jan. 2 and entered 
pleas to three different cases.

Lay was formally charged Jan. 9, 
2018 in connection with an alleged 
rape of an individual over the age of 18, 
as investigated by the Hiawatha Police 
Department.

Lay was also arrested in January in Hiawatha on 
burglary and theft charges relating to a break-in in 
Atchison County and charges of possession of stolen 
property in addition to other charges in Brown Coun-
ty.

He was accused of allegedly burglarizing Arm-
strong Tires in rural Muscotah in Atchison County 
several times, allegedly using a fake name to possess 
tire orders, then failing to pick them up. It’s alleged 
Lay broke into the business at least six times since 
early December and the amount placed on stolen 
items is around $8,000. Brown County authorities 
had received tips about Lay allegedly selling stolen 
goods — which led to a joint investigation between 
the two counties.

Hill said Lay pled no contest to felony criminal pos-
session of a firearm, a level 8 non person felony. He 
said the stolen property charges filed in the Brown 
County case arose out of property stolen in Atchison 
County.

“Since he was convicted of stealing the same 
property in the Atchison County case, we could not 
proceed with those charges in Brown County, thus 
leaving the criminal possession of firearm as the 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha Foundation for Economic Develop-
ment is planning it’s annual meeting and dinner at 
Klinefelter Farm.

The 2019 event will be on Thursday, Jan. 16 with 
social hour starting at 6 p.m., followed by a prime rib 
dinner catered by The Bibber BBQ and the meeting. 
Special speaker this year will be Highland Commu-
nity College President Deborah Fox is the speaker.

Invitations have been sent out to current HFED 
members and RSVPs are asked for by no later than 
Jan. 9 by mail or to 785-740-4333 or email hfedoffice1@
gmail.com. Contact the HFED office if interested in 
attending or becoming a member of this group to pro-
mote economic development.

Membership dues paid by Jan. 3 include one paid 
meal ticket and additional tickets are available for 
$30 each.

Contact the above email or phone number for infor-
mation about the meeting or if interested in joining 
HFED.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

A Hiawatha teacher is among 32 
first-year educators from Kansas 
who are being recognized for their 
outstanding teaching 
skills through the 
2020 Kansas Horizon 
Award program.

The 2020 Kansas 
Horizon Award recip-
ients were announced 
Jan. 7 by the Kansas 
State Department of 
Education (KSDE). 
Among them was Hi-
awatha Elementary School instructor 
Scotti Twombly Hanf, second grade 
instructor who started with USD 415 
with the 2018-19 academic year.

Hanf is a graduate of Doniphan 
West High School and graduated from 
Kansas State University in May 2018. 
She started with USD 415 Hiawatha 
schools in the fall of 2018 and said she 
is very honored to receive the award.

“During my first year of teaching 
I had amazing people supporting 
me and helping me along the way,” 
she said.” I couldn’t have asked for a 
better first year teaching experience 
than the one I received from everyone 
at USD 415!”

Principal Paul Carver said he is 
excited by the honor for Mrs. Hanf.
The Kansas Horizon Award program 

By ryan Hennessy
News-Press Now

There likely will be no relief 
from flooding on the Missouri 
River this coming year, as the pre-
diction for runoff will be the ninth 
highest in recorded history.

This comes after the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers announced 
the amount of runoff in 2019 came 
extremely close to breaking the 
record set in 2011.

John Remus, chief of the Mis-
souri River Basin Water Manage-
ment office for the Northwestern 
Division of the Corps, shared the 

news during a press conference 
Tuesday.

“The forecasted 2020 upper ba-
sin runoff is ... 36.3 million acre 
feet, which if realized would be 
the ninth highest runoff in 122 
years of record keeping,” Remus 
said.

St. Joseph had approximate-
ly 82.6 million acre-feet of water 
passing through the Missouri Riv-
er in 2019, according to provision-
al numbers provided by the U.S. 
Geological Survey Central Mid-
west Water Science Center.

By JOSEPHiNE May

The Hiawatha High School Hawkettes Dance Team performs at halftime of the boys game against Sabetha Tuesday night. Pictured are members of 
the Hawkettes (l-r): Brenna Diller, Kate Madsen, Kaysi Overdick, Cassidy Gantt and Maggie Saul. For game coverage see page 8 of today’s paper.

daNCiNG FOr a ViCTOry

Limited edition ‘Challenge Coin’ offered 
in memory of Deputy Todd Widman

Todd Widman

SUBMiTTEd

The Sheriff’s Office is offering limited edition Challenge coins in memory of 
fallen Deputy Todd Michael Widman to help fund a scholarship in his name.
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No relief from Missouri River flooding

PHOTO By JOSEPHiNE May | HiaWaTHa WOrLd

A photo looking northeast over the Missouri River valley from the Four-State Lookout at White Cloud 
in March 2019 shows just a small portion of the devastation of local flooding from the mighty river.

Please  see Widman/Page a5

Please  see Plea/Page a5

Please  see award/Page a5Please  see Flooding/Page a5


