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By Joey May
Hiawatha World

A Hiawatha senior re-
cently completed an Eagle 
Scout for the Hiawatha El-
ementary.

Raven Stroud started her 
project on the Red Hawk 
mosaic, made from stone 
and cut glass, back in Oc-
tober. She first worked on 
cleaning out the flower bed 
near the main entrance of 
the Hiawatha Elementary 
School, which is where her 
mosaic would be placed.

She said the cement for 
the project was donated and 
weighs about 800 pounds.

“So that was an adventure 
in itself,” she said.

The various colors of 
glass tile were cut and inset 
into the cement and framed 
by grout.

She used funds from her 
fourth grade class — who 
raised money at the time for 
the flower bed and outdoor 
garden area where the mo-
saic sits — to help pay for 
the rest.

She worked on the mosa-
ic over the winter and was 
finally able to get it set out 

front earlier this month af-
ter the weather warmed up.

Stroud, who has been a 

Scout for two years, said she 
wanted to do a unique project 
that would benefit the school.

By Adam Clay
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha City Commission 
met on Monday evening, and the 
group voted to sign a letter of intent 
to lease the ground needed for the 
proposed indoor baseball facility at 
Noble Park.

The commission was presented 
with a preliminary lease agreement, 
but agreed to move forward with the 
letter of intent, which states that the 
lease offer is contingent upon the 
group procuring the funds neces-
sary to complete the project.

The indoor facility is the first of 
a proposed three phase project, to 

include a new softball field, as well 
as a rebuilt baseball field. The ini-
tial portion of the plan is projected 
to cost roughly $300,000. There was 
some discussion about funding, 
as well as the participation of the 
school district. One of the project 
organizers, Noel Boye informed the 
commission that the group is on the 
agenda for the school board meeting 
next week.

The commission also heard from 
Jay Boyles, who spoke on behalf 
of the Scouts. Boyles said that the 
last couple years have seen the 
group drop from 54 to 26, but hopes 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

A new program is be-
ing implemented in the 
Hiawatha school dis-
trict that offers a chance 
to mentor to kids.

Kim Krauter, counsel-
or at Hiawatha Middle 
School, is working with 
several other school 
officials — along with 
a handful of communi-
ty members — to get a 
program called “Team-

mates” up and going 
by the beginning of the 
2021-22 school year.

Teammates is a mento-
ring program that orig-
inated in Nebraska and 
is all school-based, Kra-
uter said. That means 
that mentors meet the 
students at the school for 
interaction — for safety 
purposes there are no 
meet-ups that are not 
supervised at the school 
during academic hours.

Krauter said now is 

the time to get mentors 
signed up in order to 
have the program ready 
by fall. She needs the 
mentors and from there, 
will know how many stu-
dents can be signed up.

Currently, the pro-
gram is geared toward 
students in 5th-8th 
grades as a starting 
point, but Krauter said 
there could come a 
time when the program 

By Adam Clay
Hiawatha World

Years spent observing na-
ture as a hunter and fisherman 
have created a keen eye in the 
field for longtime outdoor en-
thusiast, and evolving nature 
photographer Larry Weast.

Photography has always 
been a hobby, as Weast has 
been taking pictures most of 
his adult life, starting with a 
Voighlander 66, but has grown 
into a passion in recent years. 
Now on his fourth Canon, as 
well as a newer Nikon with 
a fixed 500 millimeter lens, 
Weast has delved further into 
the medium.

Urged on by other active 
photographers Dave Hoffman 
and Ron Boggs, Weast turned 
his focus to nature shots, 
traveling with the group 

By Adam Clay
Hiawatha World

After requesting a new ordinance to 
repeal the previous mask mandate ordi-
nance at the previous meeting, the Hi-
awatha City Commission voted on Mon-
day evening to approve Ordinance 2095, 
effectively ending the mask mandate as of 
April 12.

Prior to the vote, there was some dis-
cussion by the Commission. Commission-
er Becky Shamburg said she would have 
liked to have seen the mandate extend 
through the end of the school year, and 
that she fears the consequences of pulling 
the mask order too soon. Shamburg also 
said, however, that she previously stat-
ed that when local medical professionals 
were of the opinion that it was acceptable 
to rescind the mandate, she would vote ac-
cordingly. Not wanting to go back on her 
word, Commissioner Shamburg agreed to 
vote to rescind the mandate. Mayor Bill 
Collins said that he still believes that cit-
izens should be wearing masks, but that 
the time for the city to control that is over.

The ordinance passed unanimously, 
and will be published for two consecutive 
weeks before taking effect.

Local outdoorsman 
transforms nature into art

PHOTO By Larry WEaST

Larry Weast captured the image of this stunning male bobcat in his yard on a trail camera.

By Larry WEaST

Larry Weast captured this photo of a Greater Scoop Drake and hen at Loess Bluff.

Commission 
takes final 

step to repeal 
mask mandate

Commission offers support for baseball complex

Teammates offers opportunity to mentor to kids
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Hiawatha senior completes 
Red Hawk project for school

By JOSEPHiNE May

Hiawatha senior Raven Stroud stands next to the Red Hawk logo she made from 
stone and glass as an Eagle Scout project for the Hiawatha Elementary School.
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