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Though not yet official, local 
educators do not expect students 
back in the classroom this school 
year. However, they have vowed 
to offer high-schoolers prom and 
graduation commencement.

At a special Lyon County Board 
of Education meeting Monday, 
Superintendent of Schools Russ 
Tilford said it appears non-tradi-
tional instruction, or NTI, will con-
tinue through the end of the aca-
demic year amid the coronavirus 
pandemic. For now, all Kentucky 
schools are closed through at least 
May 1 while learning continues at 
home for children.

“The likelihood of finishing 
the school year out under NTI is 
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In what was a first, Lyon 
Fiscal Court last week intro-
duced its new operating bud-
get in a meeting held over the 
phone.

On Thursday, magistrates 
and Judge-Executive Wade 
White joined in a teleconfer-
ence from four separate loca-
tions to consider a $6.87 mil-
lion spending plan for 2020-21. 
Local policymakers across the 
state have been permitted to 
hold meetings through such 
means in order to comply 
with social distancing stan-
dards during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Elected and other officials 
were allowed to “attend” the 
meeting by phoning in and 

entering a code to join in. Pub-
lic comment was also permit-
ted, though no one outside of 
county officials spoke during 
the brief teleconference.

The new budget, as pre-
sented, allocates $510,760 
toward the jail fund, which 
is about $200,000 more than 
what was allocated at the 
beginning of the current fis-
cal year. Initially, the 2019-20 
budget called for $315,000 to 
go to the jail. However, the 
cost of housing local inmates 
began to sore, forcing the fis-
cal court to look at as much 
as $515,000 in costs through 
June 30, 2020.

The pace of increase has 
declined, but the county 
is still likely to spend more 
than $450,000 to house local 
offenders in the current year. 

Staffing cuts have been made 
to help offset the rising costs. 
The proposed budget incor-
porates those cuts and leaves 
room for jail expenses to fur-
ther expand.

“It took a lot longer than 
it used to take, trying to find 
every dime we could find,” 
said Judge-Executive Wade 
White of crafting the budget.

The proposed spending 
plan, among other things, 
calls for a 1.5% pay increase 
for fiscal court employees. 
That will include magistrates 
and the county coroner, all 
elected officials. Though it 
does not bind the sheriff or 
county clerk to give their 
employees the same raise, 
White said both offices have 
traditionally followed suit.

Other countywide elect-

ed of ficials will receive a 
state-mandated 2.3% cost of 
living adjustment, or COLA. 
Though not a mandated 
COLA, magistrates agreed 
to give County Attorney Lee 
Wilson the same raise.

The county’s largest source 
of general government reve-
nue, $750,000, is anticipated 
from real property taxes.

The budget is likely to 
receive final approval in the 
coming weeks. Budget docu-
ments can be viewed online at 
HeraldLedger.com.

It is not known how many 
more meetings will need to be 
conducted by teleconference, 
but once the state of emergen-
cy is lifted, meetings should 
return to normal, being con-
vened with all parties at one 
specific location.

County introduces 
$6.87 million budget

Tilford: 
Return to 
classroom 
is unlikely
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L yon County Sherif f ’s 
Depar tment  has  been 
forced to spend a fair 

a m o u n t  o f 
time recent-
ly enforcing 
the  execu -
tive order of 
G o v.  A n d y 
B e s h e a r 
r e s t r i c t i n g 
t rave l  in to 
K e n t u c k y 
from other 

states. The governor issued 
directives April 2 in order to 
reduce the chances of trans-
mitting COVID-19 through-
out the commonwealth from 
outside sources.

On Friday, an Indiana 
couple who retur ned a 
property on Ky. 274 in Lyon 
County was cited to quar-
antine back in their home 
state for two weeks after 
they refused to comply with 
Beshear’s order. They had 
previously been advised of 
the violation.

“We had to re-educate 
them on the law,” Sherif f 
Brent White said.

On April 6, the Monday 
following the first weekend 
under the order to protect 
Kentuckians from out-of-
state carriers of the virus, 
White said he and his dep-
uties fielded 16 complaints 
about people violating the 
temporary directive made 
during the current state 
of emergency due to the 
pandemic. This monday, 
however, White had not 
received any complaints 
through mid-day.

The order, which pre-
scribes the rules for trav-
el, in part states “residents 
of any state other than the 
Commonwealth of Ken-

tucky who travel into Ken-
tucky for a reason other 
than those identified” in 
previous sections of the 
order must quarantine for 
14 days. Kentucky residents 
who have traveled out of 

state and return to their 
home must also quarantine 
for two weeks.

White, a former Kentucky 
State Trooper, admits the 
order is a bit vague and 
ambiguous. He has sought 

clarification of wording in 
the order from the Gover-
nor’s of fice and has since 
carried out what he believes 
to be the intent of the law.

POLICING CORONAVIRUS

 DARYL K� TABOR / Herald Ledger

Jill Akridge was keen Monday to follow the directional arrows for shopping while filling her cart 
with groceries at Eddyville Food Giant. The store has placed countless signage and separated 
entry and exit way at the grocery in order to encourage as much social distancing as possible. 
According to The Washington Post, 41 grocery workers have died of COVID-19 in the U.S.

Directives put 
authorities in 

awkward position

Brent  
White
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A plasma of a local man who con-
tracted coronavirus last month and 
has since recovered is helping give 
hope to others fighting for their 
lives against COVID-19. And he’s 
hoping more people in his situation 
will also do so.

Phil Robinson of Eddyville was 
the first known coronavirus case in 
Lyon County, with his positive test 
announced by local health officials 
March 17. He was not identified at 
the time, but the 69-year-old is not 
shying away from his experience.

On Monday, Robinson and his 

Plasma of local 

virus survivor 

could save lives

411 ON COVID-19
Local governments are still looking 

to connect residents who are unable to 

or feel unsafe leaving with volunteers 

to pick up groceries, medicine or other 

needs� For help:

270-388-2226

Eddyville personal assistance

270-388-7151

Kuttawa personal assistance

270-388-7311

County personal assistance

For additional help, information or 

guidance:

kycovid19.ky.gov

Kentucky coronavirus website

800-722-5725

Kentucky coronavirus hotline

coronavirus.gov

Federal coronavirus website

833-GIVE PPE

giveppe.ky.gov

Make PPE donations

833-KY-SAFER

kysafer.ky.gov

Report non-compliance

888-432-9257

ag.ky.gov/pricegouging

Report price gouging

cdc.gov/coronavirus

CDC coronavirus website

270-388-2171

Senior Center lunch orders

502-875-0442

kcc.ky.gov/career

Apply for unemployment
SEE POLICING/PAGE A4

SEE RETURN/PAGE A6

SEE PLASMA/PAGE A6
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