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Tom Peek was first in line Jan. 6 to get the COVID-19 vaccine from Sherry Rhodes, nurse administrator with the Pennyrile District 
Health Department. Vaccines for residents 70 and older will be available through Jan. 14 at the Lee S. Jones Park Convention Center.

COVID-19 vaccine distributed in Lyon County
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A unique combination of 
diverse groups is bringing 
public attention to 
increased soil con-
servation practices. 
Those groups range 
from spor ts  and 
entertainment indus-
try stars to university 
agriculture professors 
and the farmers them-
selves.

“Agriculturally for us 
as people, we’re doing the best 
we can to do what we can,” 
said soil conservation expert 
Lloyd Murdock, a semi-re-
tired professor, whose career 
primarily unfolded through 
three decades at the University 
of Kentucky College of Agri-

culture’s experimental farm at 
Princeton. “Some of the things 
we do aren’t always compatible 
with nature, but they’re nec-

essary for us to move 
forward. What we’re 
talking about here is 
quality of the soil.”

When pioneers and 
settlers started taming 
this country and mak-
ing production out of 
it, the moldboard plow 
was invented, Mur-
dock explained. “Prior 

to that, it was really difficult 
to break the ground, plant a 
crop, and get things done. 
The moldboard plow totally 
changed that and made using 
it very productive. “ The mold-
board plow has a curved body 
to break the ground with less 

resistance and in a relatively 
straight line.

America used that type 
plow for 100 years or so and 
it worked well, but it also 
reduced the soil’s quality. “We 
didn’t know that at the time,” 
the professor noted, “what you 
have in nature is a soil struc-
ture. It has a certain amount 
of nutrients in there and soil 
is balanced when it’s by itself, 
like in the woods. A lot of what 
the moldboard plow broke up 
was prairies. Prairies were fine 
because that is grassland, bet-
ter than the forest in replenish-
ing the soil.”

In the soil, there are all 
kinds of organisms. Earth-
worms are what people talk 

Groups coalesce for no-till soil conservation
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A good indicator of soil health is the number of earthworms in it. This 
clump of soil came from a field that had no-till and cover crops applied 
to it. Healthy soil has active biological life, quality soil structure, and is 
pH balanced. In the background here is evidence that soil is protected 
from erosion since the last year’s crop residue covers the ground. After 
harvest, the farmer had planted cereal rye, radishes, and peas as a cover 
crop. He then killed the cover crop in early April and planted corn May 1.

Lloyd 
Murdock
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American Legion Post 68 will host 
a veterans’ appreciation breakfast at 
the post building, 373 Lakeshore Dr., 
Kuttawa, this Saturday, Jan. 16, from 
8-10 a.m. The breakfast is of fered 
free-of-charge to all military veterans 
and their families.

Serving staf f will observe standard 
practices of social distancing and serv-
ers will wear masks. They will appre-
ciate all attendees doing the same. It 
never has been overcrowded, due to 
plenty of room and is not expected to 
be this year, either. It tends to be a 
come-and-go event, which also adds to 
the aspect of social distancing.

The menu includes pancakes, eggs, 
biscuits and gravy, breakfast meats, 

cof fee and more, with great care to 
prepare and present it well, according 
to Dee Robinson, a member of the 
organization, who often ser ves as a 
spokesman.

“This is an annual event we’ve had 
for quite some time,” 
she said. “It’s a fab-
ulous breakfast  in 
appreciat ion of  a l l 
our veterans, wheth-
er they’re post mem-
bers or not. They’re 
we lcome to  br ing 
their families, too.”

Besides enjoying a 
nice meal with their families, Rob-
inson adds, “This is a real oppor-
tunity for veterans in our commu-
ni ty  to  meet  other  veterans  and 
enjoy talking to one another.  Our 
post does a lot to honor veterans in 
our community. Some visitors might 
even want to join our organization, 
but the main purpose of this event 

is to show veterans our appreciation 
for their ser vice.”

T h e  b r e a k f a s t  i s  o n e  o f  s e v -
eral  annual  events the post  pres-
ents each year.  “Our post is  ver y 
act ive  in  community  a f fa irs  wi th 

our memorial flags, 
graveside presence 
during militar y hol-
idays ,  and  mor e , ” 
Robinson noted. 

“One of  our big-
gest projects is  to 
care for  homeless 
veterans at the Pen-
nyr i le  shel ter.  We 

assist any veterans in Lyon County in 
need, when they contact us. We have 
an active post-traumatic stress dis-
order dog training program for local 
vets. We are an active group and we 
welcome people.”

Post 68 holds its regular meetings 
at 6 p.m. the first Thursday of ever y 
month.
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Cameron B. Doles, 18, 
of Eddyville, was stopped 

in traf fic at 
2 : 0 5  a . m . 
S a t u r d a y, 
Jan. 9. He 
was charged 
with theft 
by unlawful 
t a k i n g - a u -
to  (under 
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ) , 
l e a v i n g 
the  scene 

of a traf fic accident, no 
operator’s license, failure 
to dim headlights, and a 
vehicle taillight violation, 
all according to the Lyon 
County Sheriff’s office.

Deputy Keith Suits, 
patrolling on U.S. 641, 
approximately 3.5 miles 
north of Eddyville, met a 
silver 2011 model Dodge 
Nitro in traffic. He report-
ed that the operator failed 
to dim his headlamps and 
had a taillight violation as 
well. As Suits was turning 
around to initiate a traffic 
stop, the operator reported-
ly fled southbound on U.S. 
Highway 641 at a high rate 
of speed.

The deputy lost sight of 
the vehicle before locating 
it minutes later when two 
motorists stopped to ren-
der aid of a single vehicle 
collision at the intersection 
of U.S. 62, U.S. 641, and Ky. 
3305.

The investigation report-
edly revealed the offender 
allegedly waited until the 
vehicle’s owner had fall-
en asleep at his home to 
access his vehicle keys and 
take the 2011 Dodge Nitro. 
After ward, the of fender 
reportedly traveled to U.S. 
641, before fleeing from the 
presence of the deputy’s 
vehicle on that highway, 
accelerating to speeds in 
excess of 100 m.p.h.

At the intersection of 
U.S. 62, U.S. 641, and Ky. 
3305, Doles repor tedly 

Lyon County veterans, families invited  
to American Legion Post 68 free breakfast

Doles, 18, 
charged 

with auto 
theft, traffic 
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Annual event scheduled  
for Saturday in Kuttawa

“This is a real opportunity for 
veterans in our community  
to meet other veterans and 
enjoy talking to one another.”

— Dee Robinson
Post 68 spokesperson


