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Stateline and Forward Kentucky pub-
lished two articles in March during 
Women’s History Month celebrating 
Kentucky’s increase in women join-
ing legislatures. There was a 10.9% 
increase over the past years in Ken-
tucky, helping bring legislative seats 
held by women in the U.S. to 2,259.

The mayor of Kuttawa is Barbara  
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Breckin Dowdy, Macayla Cooke and 
Tammy Guess are all related — they 
are a three-generation family of hunt-
ers.

“It’s kind of neat when you have mul-
tiple generations, especially females,” 
Guess said.

Guess is Cooke’s mother and is 
Breckin Dowdy’s grandmother. Cooke 
is Breckin’s mother.

3 generation 
of hunters 
prepare for 

turkey 
season

Women in politics: 
Kentucky’s numbers 

are increasing

MATTHEW CARNERO MACIAS | Times Leader

Kuttawa Mayor Barbara Campbell stands 
in her office at City Hall holding an award 
she received from the Kentucky League of 
Cities. She was appointed mayor in 2020.
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Laura Fraliex is the new 
acting Family Resource 
and Youth Center director 
at Lyon County Schools. 
Her director posit ion 
star ted the last week of 
February when she was 
balancing two jobs.

Previous to her March 
1 transition, she helped 
families with childcare 
ser v ices ,  emer gency 
services, and family bud-
gets. She worked for the 

Audubon Area Head Start 
program at Lyon County 
Schools.

“Now I’m able to broad-
en my horizons and col-
laborate with more com-
munity members to help 
and serve more families 
in the community and the 
county,” Fraliex said.

Fraliex worked at Our 
Daily Bread in Eddyville 
before becoming a fami-
ly advocate for the head 
start program.

She didn’t join the edu-
cation community until 

age 25. “The opportuni-
ty came to apply for this 
position as a family advo-
cate. It was out of my 
realm of waitressing. It 
ended up being wonder-
ful,” Fraliex said.

She is married with 
two kids and expecting 
another in June. She lives 
in Kuttawa but grew up 
in Eddyville. During high 
school, her family relocat-
ed to New Washington, 
Indiana where she ended 
up graduating with a class 
of 52 students.

Teresa Young was act-
ing Family Resource and 
Youth Center director 
for 20-plus years. Fraliex 
was appreciative of all of 
Young’s dedicated and 
invaluable achievements, 
which laid the ground-
work for her transition. “I 
highly respect everything 
that Ms. Teresa has done 
over the last 20 years, and 
I hope to keep a lot of her 
programs and ideas alive 
in the community.”
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Members and leaders of KY120 
United — the organization formed 
three years ago to support educa-
tors, public employees and retirees 
— announced last week that it is 
partnering with the American Fed-
eration of Teachers. The partner-
ship will conduct a groundbreak-
ing organizing campaign to amplify 
Kentucky voices “for rational and 
fair treatment of teachers and oth-
ers who deliver public education 
and services essential to the com-
munities and families in all of the 
state’s 120 counties,” said a partner-
ship news release.

“We believe mobilizing under 
the AFT banner gives us the best 
of both worlds — our own experi-
ence and success with grassroots 
activism here in Kentucky, and the 
expertise and stature of a national 
union of professionals,” said Nema 
Brewer, who has led legislative lob-
bying for KY120 United since its 
founding in March 2018.

Brewer and others represent-
ing the advocacy group spoke at a 
March 29 news conference at the 
state Capitol. “This is where we first 
mobilized to stand against the mis-
guided 2018 pension bill that threat-
ened economic security for thou-

sands of retired Kentucky educa-
tors,” Brewer said. “So, it is appro-
priate that we announce the next 
chapter in the life of KY120 United 
here where our efforts began.”

The American Federation of Teach-
ers is a national union representing 
teachers and school staf f, public 
employees, higher education facul-
ty and staff, and nurses and other 
healthcare professionals. The AFT’s 
1.7 million members champion fair-
ness, democracy, economic opportu-
nity, and high-quality public educa-
tion, health care and public services, 

KY120 United partners with teacher organization

LCS has a new Family Resource 
and Youth Center director
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Laura Fraliex is the new Family Resource and Youth Center director for Lyon County Schools. She is from Eddyville.
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