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Gov. Andy Beshear’s office 
announced last Tuesday that 
local leadership in Lyon Coun-
ty and Eddyville are moving 
forward with industrial park 
improvements.

“We must ensure our com-
munities are ready for new 
business by taking proactive 
measures like infrastructure 
investment, and I congratu-
late the local leadership in 
Eddyville for their efforts to 
continue providing quality 

jobs in the region,” Beshear 
said in a news release.

The Eddyville Industrial 
Park is a rail-served industri-
al park, “designed to bring in 
new, large-scale companies 
and encourage smaller-scale 
industrial growth, both of 
which greatly benefit the com-
munity as it prepares for the 
future.”

Expansion ef forts include 
build-ready pads and sites and 
utility extension plans to sup-
port rail service, according to 

the news release.
With the award of Prod-

uct Development Initiative 
funds in 2020, Lyon County 
stakeholders can pursue cap-
ital investments and econom-
ic development initiatives 
through the Kentucky Cabinet 
for Economic Development 
and Kentucky Association 
for Economic Development  
partnership program.

PDI aims to provide grants 
to local units of government 
and economic development 

organizations that demonstrate 
capital investment initiatives, 
among other projects.

“As well, it encourages col-
laboration among Kentucky 
economic developers and 
stakeholders with an empha-
sis on speed-to-market to help 
new and expanding business-
es quickly find suitable loca-
tions in Kentucky,” according 
to the news release.

“The PDI program shows 
that rural communities are 
competitive and ready for proj-

ect attraction. We look forward 
to more collaboration between 
the local development team and 
our partners at the state,” said 
Judge-Executive Wade White.

Billy Ray Coursey is board 
chairman of the Eddyville Riv-
erport Industrial Development 
Authority. He said ERIDA and 
the park has rail, river, and 
road capacity, enabling high 
accessibility for investors and 
the community.

Eddyville Industrial Park spotlighted by governor
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A 13-year-old was arrested last 
Thursday by L yon County Sher-
if f Brent White following a four-day 
investigation into shooting threats 
regarding L yon County Middle 
School.

According to a release issued by 
the L yon County Sherif f ’s Of fice, 
about 11 a.m. last Monday, the middle 
school contacted the school resource 
officer concerning a school shooting 
threat. That threat was brought to the 
attention of school administrators by a 
student who reported receiving it on 
social media from an unknown person.

School administration and staff used 
its safety protocol, and students were 
sheltered in place.

Juvenile 
arrested 

after threats 
to middle 

school
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Kentucky Farm Bureau representatives and local leaders gathered at the Eddyville Riverport and Industrial Development 
Authority recently to discuss the expansion efforts at these facilities, agricultural issues affecting area farmers, and eco-
nomic development opportunities in Lyon County. “This was a great group, and I was happy to be invited to participate in 
this collaboration with them,” said Lyon County Sheriff Brent White.

KFB REPRESENTATIVES,  
LOCAL LEADERS GATHER
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The Lyon County Board of Educa-
tion received financial audit reports, 
heard elementar y school recom-
mendations, and conducted other 
business at its Nov. 15 meeting.

Duguid, Gentry & Associates, CPA, 
personnel presented its financial audit 
to the board. They expressed the 
audit is their responsibility, and it only 
expresses an opinion on the district’s 
financial statements.

The Lyon County School District’s 
net position is $3.1 million. The 
audit noted the district’s total assets,  
$20 million, and its total liabilities, 
$18 million.

Rebecca Pagan represents parents 

on the elementar y school-based 
decision making council. She told 
the board she has two children 
attending the elementar y school 
and is a local business owner.

She raised concerns about the 
lack of fourth grade teachers, not-
ing the faculty is currently over-
whelmed with students and work-
load as a result. Pagan said the 
school’s fourth grade class is cur-
rently over its class cap size.

“I recognize this board of educa-
tion has consistently approved an 
additional two-and-a-half teachers 
when they didn’t have to, and as a 
parent, I’m truly grateful for that,” 
she said.

During a Nov. 3 SBDM meet-

ing, the council conducted a two-
hour conversation to find solutions 
for understaffing. They concluded 
the fourth grade class has a 29 stu-
dent-teacher ratio. The normal stu-
dent-teacher ratio is 20 to 24 students 
per teacher, Pagan explained.

Pagan expressed interest in seek-
ing COVID-19-related funds and 
Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief funds to possibly 
secure a full-time elementary teacher.

“We are charged with being good 
stewards of the taxpayer dollar, we 
desire as a community to keep a low 
tax rate, and so our tax rate is one of 
the lowest in the state of Kentucky,” 
said Superintendent Russ Tilford. “We 
feel like we get the short end of the 
stick when it comes to state funding.”
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Free cedar Christmas tree permits 
and information including maps and 
cutting guidelines will be available 
Nov. 26-Dec. 24 on the Land Between 
the Lakes National Recreation Area 
website: www.landbetweenthelakes.
us/reservations. Permits can only be 
obtained online.

A permit entitles a family to cut one 
cedar tree between Nov. 26 and Dec. 
24. Cedar trees may be cut anywhere 
in Land Between the Lakes (LBL) 
except:

SBDM raises concerns about 
elementary school class size

LBL offers 

free cedar 
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Board recommends more teachers
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