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Many people think busi-
ness and love can’t mix, but 
Phil and Deb Domke, own-
ers of Payroll Vault, a nation-
al franchise providing work-
force solutions for business, 
prove that theor y wrong 
every single day. When they 
took the leap from the cor-
porate world and purchased 
the franchise, they decided 
to bring it to their hometown 
region of western Kentucky, 
bringing home a technology 
forward company to serve 
the businesses not only in 
this area, but throughout the 
country.

Payroll Vault is designed 
with the small business 
owner and team in mind, 
providing a small business 
hub for solutions in payroll 
processing, timekeeping, 
human resource manage-
ment, labor law poster com-
pliance, merchant services 
and additional services all 
centered around helping 
businesses be the best they 
can be.

In four years, after locat-
ing their main of fice in 
Eddyville, the team has 
expanded their ser vices, 
opened a second of fice in 
Paducah, and have par t-
nered with iSolved — an HR 
and payroll technology soft-
ware, which offers a myriad 

of benefits that extend well 
beyond just simple payroll 

processing. Which is exactly 
the pinnacle of the Domkes’ 

focus, providing the best 
services for businesses all 
while providing personalized 
ser vice they have always 
expected from the business-
es they patronized in the 
past.

“When you look at our 
beautiful area of western 
Kentucky, you see that exact 
charm of small-town Ameri-
ca,” said Deb Domke.

“Often t imes,  we are 
asked why we located our 
company’s processing cen-
ter in Eddyville. Our reply 
is that if you look at the 
area, Eddyville is located in 
the center of the area, with 
easy access to I-24 and I-69, 
which provides a quick trav-
el to visit clients throughout 
western Kentucky, as well 
as Tennessee, Illinois and 
seven other states in the 
country.”

“In our business, the 
fourth quarter of the year 
is always a very busy time,” 
she continued, “with many 
clients of fering holiday 
bonuses for their employ-
ees, preparing for year-end 
processing, and new compa-
nies coming aboard for 2023. 
However, we always manage 
to carve time out for a few 
of our holiday family tradi-
tions.”

BY ABIGAIL WRIGHT
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The Lyon County Board of 
Education held its regularly 
scheduled meeting on Mon-
day, Nov. 21 and it included 
the first reading of the school 
calendar and review of an 
energy savings contract.

New board member Will 
Simpson was present at the 
meeting. Simpson won the 
recent election as a write-
in candidate to replace Josh 
Patton, who moved out of 
the county. Superintendent 
Russ Tilford explained that 
the position would technical-
ly have to remain vacant for 
two months while the schools 
advertised it, but welcomed 
Simpson.

The principal report was for 
the high school. Lyon Coun-
ty High School principal Tom 
Radivonyk had two students 
who had gone on the recent 
school trip to New York share 
with the school board about 
their experience. They said 
the trip had something to 

School 
board 

hears first 
calendar 
reading
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This Saturday, Nov. 26, is 
Small Business Saturday and 
several local businesses are 
offering special promotions to 
celebrate.

Jo & Co Boutique will be 
open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday. It plans to offer free 
chair massages from 9 a.m. 
to noon and permanent jewel-
ry from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Cus-
tomers will also receive a free 
Comfort Color tee with a $75 
purchase.

The Blue Collar Grill will 
be of fering free cookie dec-
orating from 5 to 7 p.m. All 
appetizers will also be 50% 
of f all day. It’s also current-
ly accepting donations for its 
Community Christmas Din-
ner through Dec. 13. Bring 
in a canned food donation or 
unwrapped gift for any age 
range and receive a free ice 
cream.

Shop local 
for Small 
Business 
Saturday

BY ABIGAIL WRIGHT
AWRIGHT@HERALDLEDGER�COM

At the Tuesday, Nov. 15 
meeting, Princeton Rotary 
Club President Al Brunelle 
received the 2022 AARP 
Kentucky Andr us Award 
for Community Ser vice. 
The  r ecogn i t ion  came 
with a $2,000 prize, which 
Brunelle chose to donate to 
the Rotary Foundation.

According to  a  news 
release, AARP Kentucky 
selected Brunelle for his 
remarkable service, which 
has benefited his communi-
ty, supported AARP’s vision 
and mission, and inspired 
other volunteers. Brunelle 
became an important part 
of the long-term recover y 
ef forts following the dead-
ly 2021 December torna-
does in western Kentucky. 
His work and hours volun-
teering were instrumental 
in starting the Rotary Dis-
trict 6710 grants process for 

local disaster victims. The 
grants were available in 
range of $10,000 each.

Brunelle spearheaded the 
applications for the local 

Rotary club to receive over 
$140,000 in funds to sup-
port families with furniture, 
appliances, a special needs 
bed and more. Not only did 

these grants support fami-
lies, but also targeted youth 
to help them cope by pro-
viding books about disas-
ters so they can learn and 
grow from their experienc-
es.

Mel issa  Ear nest ,  the 
club’s executive secretary, 
nominated Brunelle for the 
Andrus Award. According 
to Earnest, “He impresses 
upon everyone how import-
ant serving others is as it 
helps lift the community 
and makes it a better place 
to live and raise a family. I 
just don’t know how any-
one can impact more resi-
dents with these ideas and 
gifts than Al. Of course, he 
would not take credit, but 
instead would point to the 
committee or the group or 
to his church members. He 
often works in the back-
ground.”

Brunelle honored by AARP 
at Princeton Rotary meeting

ABIGAIL WRIGHT | Herald Ledger

Charlotte Whittaker, left, AARP Kentucky volunteer state presi-
dent, presented Princeton Rotary Club’s Al Brunelle with a 
$2,000 ceremonial check on Tuesday, Nov. 15 in Princeton. The 
check was addressed to the Rotary Foundation, as Brunelle 
chose to donate the funds.
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Payroll Vault owners 
share holiday traditions

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Phil Dome (left) and Deb Domke own Payroll Vault, a work-
force solutions franchise. While the two work to succeed in 
business, they also make sure to stop and take time to enjoy 
family, friends and traditions around the holidays. See next 
week’s Herald Ledger edition for the next small business fea-
ture.

SEE HOLIDAY/PAGE A2


