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BY PAUL SCHAUMBURG 
PSCHAUMBURG@HERALDLEDGER�COM

A documentar y  wr i t -
er-producer whose work 
has appeared prominently 
on Countr y Music 
Television and other 
national venues is 
completing a film 
entitled “Between 
the Rivers: The Land 
Between the Lakes 
Story.”

“My name is actu-
ally Anne Lane Fen-
tress and the Lane 
c o m e s  f r o m  m y 
mother’s maiden name,” 
she explained recently. “My 
father was Lee Lane and my 
mother was Cornelia Oak-
ley Lane. Their families had 
lived between the rivers 
since the 1830s. My grand-
mother’s family received 
some land there for service 
in the Revolutionar y War. 
(That ancestor’s) last name 
was McWaters.”

Fentress grew up in Ala-
bama, but often visited her 

grandparents in Marshall 
County. She credits their 
many LBL hikes and pic-
nics together for her love 
of nature. “I had grown up 

hearing stories about 
the time before the 
gover nment  took 
the land for the rec-
r eat ion  ar ea  and 
also during the time 
( t h a t  t r a n s i t i o n ) 
happened. It always 
made me think of my 
mother coming from 
a place like Briga-
doon, a land trapped 

in time, populated only by 
memories. So, it had this 
ver y romantic, incredibly 
sad quality about it.”

Combined with her own 
love for what it became, 
Fentress found everything 
associated with it very pow-
erful. “A lost community is 
one of the biggest things 
that people I’ve interviewed 
have mentioned,” she said. 
“There was the loss of the 
ability to take care of that 

land. I think that’s what the 
people in my film are doing 
now. They’re still trying to 
take care of the land that 
they grew up on and feel 
intimately and inextricably 
tied to.”

The documentarian cites 
the thoughts of legal theo-
rist Margaret Radin. “She 
came up with this idea 
that you shouldn’t be able 
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Lyon County Farm Bureau won the 2020 Gold Star Award of Excellence. The Kentucky Farm Bureau award honors the county 
women’s committee for active participation in Farm Bureau leadership development programs, state competitions, and educa-
tional and promotional initiatives. Local committee chair Becky Kinder says she’s happy that her full-time job, as education direc-
tor for the Kentucky Soybean Boards, provides her resources to contribute. One example is “Full of Beans,” a children’s book that 
tells the true story of Henry Ford’s effort to use soybeans in manufacturing car parts. Kinder uses the book in teaching children.
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The war on Asian carp is 
testing a new weapon, the 
bio-acoustic fish fence, a.k.a. 
BAFF. A “translocation” exer-
cise at Barkley 
Lock  ser ves 
as a trial run 
of the system, 
according to 
David Lambert 
of Fish Guid-
ance Systems, 
the company 
implementing 
the project.

Lyon County 
Judge-executive Wade White 
hopes the BAFF succeeds in 
neutralizing negative effects 
of Asian carp. He says the 
U.S. Department of Fish and 
Wildlife introduced the breed 
to Arkansas ponds in the 
1970s to prevent algae. Floods 
eventually led to a large num-
ber of the fish migrating into 
the Mississippi River and 
eventually into Kentucky and 
Barkley lakes.

The silver carp often jump 
into boats, causing problems 
with tourism. Additionally, 
they so overpopulate waters 
they’ve entered that they com-
pletely can dominate a bay, 
pushing out the other fish.

Asian carp now cause 
problems in a dozen dif fer-
ent states via the Mississippi 
River, up to Lake Michigan. 
Eradication efforts cost $350 
million a year, to keep them 
out of the Great Lakes alone.

“So, that’s been our biggest 
complaint — we’re left to deal 
with them,” White said. “Small 
states’ budgets, like with the 
Kentucky Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, don’t have the 
money to fight this. Neither 
does any other state. So, that’s 
why we came together to try 
to get money,” he said.

“We ended up getting $25 
million, of which, I am work-
ing with (U.S.) Senators Rand 
Paul’s and Mitch McConnell’s 
offices to find out how I can 
follow where that money 
goes,” White said. “I did have 
a small part in this (project) 
and I want to be account-
able to the people who want 
to know where that money’s 
ends up.”

T wo l ightn ing s tr ikes 
delayed progress of the trial, 
Lambert said. However, the 
acoustic fish deterrent again 
is operational. This latest 
exercise will allow the U.S. 
Geological Sur vey and the 
Kentucky Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Resources to 
catch and tag some 250 fish.

In the first stage, half of that 
number will be caught above 
the lock and then moved 
below it. Officials will deac-
tivate the BAFF and moni-
tor the movement of the fish 
during the course of a week.

Project leaders then plan 
to catch, move, and track 125 
fish with the BAFF left opera-
tional. The exercise attempts 
to mimic the urges of Asian 
carp in spring, when they 
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Filmmaker with local ties produces ‘Between 
the Rivers: The Land Between the Lakes Story’

Anne 
Fentress

Contributed

Rita Lane Fentress, the mother of documentarian Anne Lane Fen-
tress, looks out over her family’s land in what was known as then 
Golden Pond, Kentucky, before it was flooded by the Tennessee 
Valley Authority in the 1960s to create the Land Between the 
Lakes National Recreation Area. Now, nearly six decades later, 
Fentress is telling the story of those the communities that lost 
their home when LBL came into being in a new documentary.
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L yon County Farm Bureau has 
received the 2020 Gold Star Award 
of Excellence from Kentucky Farm 
Bureau in recognition of the achieve-
ments of its women’s program this 
year. The award honors the county 
women’s committee for its active par-
ticipation in Farm Bureau leadership 
development programs, state competi-
tions, and educational and promotional 
initiatives.

Kentucky Farm Bureau is the state’s 
largest general farm organization with 
more than 460,000 member families. 
Becky Kinder chairs the Lyon County 
Farm Bureau Women’s Committee.

Activities taking place throughout 
the year comprise one consideration in 
presenting the award. “Before COVID, 
we had a great plan to do a lot of dif-
ferent activities,” Kinder said. “That 
all changed when everything went on 
lockdown. Fortunately, we were able to 
host one of our major activities, prior 
to the shutdown. That is through the 
food checkout week.”

L yon County residents might 
remember seeing proclamations, 
which showed by the specific point in 
the year that most Americans would 
have earned sufficient income to cover 
their food cost for that entire year. “We 
are very fortunate in the U.S. to have 
very low-cost food and availability of 

many options for our food needs,” 
Kinder explained. “That actually hap-
pened toward the end of winter last 
year.”

The point system for this award actu-
ally begins in November of the previ-
ous year and runs through February. 
“We have been welcomed with open 
arms into our community, to educate 
the general consumer about the food 
dollar and where their food comes 
from,” Kinder said. “With COVID, 
we’ve really seen that the answer is not 
just the grocery stores. It’s the farming 
organizations and farmers themselves 
who get the food to our tables.”

Area Farm Bureau earns 2020 Women’s Gold Star Award of Excellence
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