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A solution to Lyon County’s 
internet accessibility issues 
may not be found through 
WK&T Telecommunica-
tions Cooperative, at least not 
through the proposal now be-
ing considered by county offi  -
cials.

Judge-Executive Wade 
White said the fi scal court is 
faced with what he feels is a 
cost-prohibitive option from 
the Mayfi eld provider to run 
fi ber optic cable down every 
road in the county so that all 
residents and businesses could 
access high-speed internet. 
The plan would put a 45% tax 
increase on all Lyon County 
property owners over the next 
30 years and cost WK&T sub-
scribers an additional $90 per 
month for access.

“Right now, I’d have to say 
no,” White said last Thursday 
to the idea. “We’ve worked on 
this really hard, but we need to 
hear from the people.”

White compares broadband 
access to electricity in Ken-
tucky in the fi rst half of the 

20th century. 
It is no longer 
just a luxury, it 
is almost a ne-
cessity to con-
duct many dai-
ly functions, 
particularly 
for businesses. 
And rural ar-

eas like Lyon County, where 
pockets of the population have 
access to high-speed internet 
through only cellular data — if 
any at all — are falling behind 
in the competition for jobs and 
economic development.

AT&T, FastNet Wireless and 
Zito Digital Cable and Internet 
Service are the current broad-
band providers in Lyon Coun-
ty, but pockets of the county 
are not served by any of the 
three or service is not reliable.

To pay its portion of the $20 
million WK&T project, White 
said the county would have 
increase the tax rate on real 
property from the current 11 
cents per $100 valuation to 16 
cents. That would amount to 
an average increase of $61.45 
on tax bills based on the medi-

an home value 
of $122,900, 
according to 
U.S. Census 
Bureau 2017 
estimates.

A tax in-
crease of the 
size needed to 
cover the coun-
ty’s portion of 

the project as proposed would 
be subject to recall, meaning 
voters could ultimately make 
the decision at the ballot box 
with a simple majority.

The infl ated levy would be 
necessary to make annual pay-
ments of $283,000 to cover the 
county’s $5 million investment 
over 30 years. 

WK&T would put in $5 mil-
lion of its own with the balance 
covered by a U.S. Department 
of Agriculture grant through 
its Broadband ReConnect Pro-
gram.

“It’s not a sure thing,” White 
said of the grant. “Obviously, 
we could not even consider 
moving forward without that.”

The proposal would fund 
the cost to run fi ber optic line 

to unincorporated areas of the 
county. 

The cities of Eddyville and 
Kuttawa would be responsible 
for their own contribution to 
have lines run to homes and 
businesses inside their jurisdic-
tion limits. 

The cost over each of the next 
30 years would be $130,000 
and $81,852, respectively, said 

White.
Essentially, property owners 

in the cities would be paying 
twice. 

But elected city leaders said 
they are short on details to even 
be discussing any proposal 
with WK&T and the county.

Karen Jackson-Furman, 
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WK&T internet proposal too costly?

White Jackson-
Furman

Leaders need feedback from residents to move forward
Internet options

County officials want to hear from the community on 
a proposal to run fiber optic cable to make high-speed 
internet available to every home and business in unincor-
porated Lyon County. The plan through WK&T Telecom-
munications Cooperative would require a tax increase for 
all property owners in Lyon County and cost $90 a month 
to subscribe. The plan would not include WK&T fiber op-
tics within the cities of Eddyville and Kuttawa.

To weigh in, contact:
• Lyon County Judge-Executive Wade White, 270-388-

7311 or lyoncountyjudge@gmail.com
• District 1 Magistrate Bobby Cummins, 270-963-

0699 or bobbycummins@bellsouth.net
• District 2 Magistrate Quin Sutton, 270-625-5028 or 

quinsutton@bellsouth.net
• District 3 Magistrate Jeff Fowler, 270-625-9926 or 

vowlball@bellsouth.net

In the fi eld, a battle buddy 
helps keep his fellow soldier 
safe, looking out for dangers 
and lending a hand in any way 
possible. But when veterans 
return home, sometimes carry-
ing scars from things they may 
have experienced in combat, 
they are often left to assimilate 
back into civilian life without 
the watchful eye that kept them 
safe abroad.

Pedro San-
tiago, a former 
Marine de-
ployed in the 
early 1990s on 
a peacekeep-
ing mission 
to Somalia, 
suff ers from 
post-traumat-

ic stress disorder related to 
what he witnessed in the east 
African nation. In the decades 
since, the Eddyville man has 

found it more diffi  cult to tamp 
down the memories and feel-
ings associated with what he 
experienced as a machine gun-
ner.

“I used to be the person who 
could say, ‘Nope, I’m not going 
to let this bother me,’” he said 
of the anxieties and thoughts 
that became more and more 
prevalent.

Enter Lincoln, trained and 
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Eddyville man is helped through 
American Legion PTSD dog

DARYL K. TABOR / Herald Ledger

Pedro Santiago of Eddyville shares a moment with Lincoln, a two-year-old German shepherd 
trained at Wren’s Pet Lodge in Draffenville to be a PTSD dog for the former Marine. Santiago, 
a veteran of  America’s peacekeeping mission to Somalia in the early 1990s, suffers from 
post-traumatic stress disorder. American Legion Post 68 in Lyon County awarded the service 
animal to the Puerto Rico native and paid for its specialized training.

Another 15 Lyon County 
roads will see portions resur-
faced next year, thanks to an 
additional almost $355,000 
in local money put toward 
new asphalt in 2020. This will 
be in addition to $647,000 in 
discretionary funding from 
the state announced late last 
month.

Altogether, 25 county 
roads will see 1.5 inches of 

new pavement along designat-
ed segments.

Lyon Fiscal Court approved 
the additional money at last 
Thursday’s monthly meeting 
to close the gap in the county’s 
request to the Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet (KyTC) for 
paving funds and the approved 
spending. Altogether, just over 
$1 million for resurfacing has 
been allocated for next year. 
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Lyon County 
Fiscal Court adds 
to 2020 paving

Eddyville Police Depart-
ment is continuing its inves-
tigation into a Nov. 11 shoot-
ing that seriously injured a 
local man.

Joe Don Smith, 32, of Ed-
dyville was at home Monday 
after spending a week at 
Vanderbilt University Medi-
cal Center in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, for injuries related 
to the Veterans Day shoot-
ing. The incident occurred 
at 312 Chestnut St., just after 
4 p.m.

Smith said the police de-
partment interviewed him 

Saturday. He has identifi ed an 
assailant, but authorities as of 
early Monday afternoon had 
not made an arrest.

Because the investigation is 
ongoing, Lt. Jaime Green of 
the city’s police department 
did not release the name of a 
suspect or any additional in-
formation. She did add, how-
ever, that “no suspects are at 
large.”

Smith returned home from 
the hospital Sunday. He told 
the Herald Ledger Monday 
that he was shot in the left side 
of his chest, with a single gun-
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EPD still investigating 
Nov. 11 shooting
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