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For most of its 44-year life, 
Eddyville’s riverport has ex-
isted as an opportunity with 

promise to 
fulfi ll. But the 
City of Ed-
dyville and 
its volun-
teer board 
a p p o i n t e d 
to oversee the 
facility are 
eager to see 
the riverport 

come into its own.
“Overall, the attitude has 

been wait and see,” said Glen 
Kinder IV, treasurer of the 
six-member board that has 
commissioned a master plan 

to help develop the riverport. 
“The master plan will include 
economic analysis to learn 
what kinds of opportunities 
there are out there.”

Kinder, a de facto spokesper-
son for the Eddyville Riverport 
and Industrial Development 
Authority, said, to his knowl-
edge, there has never been a 
master plan associated with 
the riverport. Bacon Farmer 

Workman Engineering in 
Paducah is in the early stages 
of developing the plan, but 
Kinder hopes at least the fi rst 
phase can be completed by this 
fall, giving the Authority a bet-
ter glimpse of where the river-
port stands and where it can 
head.

“We don’t profess to know it 
all,” Kinder said of seeking the 
help of an engineering fi rm.

Already, Eddyville’s river-
port is situated like no other 
in Kentucky. Of the eight de-
veloped riverports in the state, 
it is the sole one situated on 
a lake, where water levels 
on Lake Barkley can be con-
trolled; and it is the only one 
deep within the state on the 
Cumberland River with im-

mediate access to both a north-
south and east-west interstate. 
Six of the others lie on the Ohio 
River and another on the Mis-
sissippi River.

The City of Eddyville is 
now the only government en-
tity tied to the local riverport. 

Opportunity for growth
Authority 
seeks to grow 
riverport’s 
opportunities

The new year appears to be 
off ering relief for county of-
fi cials and taxpayers by way 
of lower anticipated costs for 
housing local prisoners.

At last Thursday’s meeting 
of Lyon Fiscal Court, magis-
trates heard some good news 
as it pertains to the direction 
of jail expenses for the coun-
ty. An estimate for the cost to 
house local off enders in the 
current fi scal year that was 
once as high as a half-million 
dollars now appears to be 
about 25% lower.

“We are now trend-

ing around 
$ 3 7 5 , 0 0 0 
instead of 
$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 , ” 
Judge-Exec-
utive Wade 
White said af-
ter the meet-
ing.

The high es-
timate early in the fi scal year 
led to some diffi  cult decisions 
and forced several county em-
ployees out of jobs, including 
general labor and layoff s in 
the county clerk and sheriff ’s 
offi  ces. It put offi  cials in a 
pinch.

But at the start of the sec-

ond half of the budget year 
that ends June 30, adjust-
ments that have been made 
and projections are trending 
in the right direction. Sher-
iff  Brent White even con-
vinced the fi scal court to al-
low creation of a sheriff -run 
impound lot for vehicles in-
volved in crimes and wrecks, 
bringing in revenue to the of-
fi ce to help maintain staffi  ng.

While the rate of local of-
fenses may not be drastically 
down, a diff erent approach to 
arrests is saving the county 
money. Instead of incarcer-
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Jail cost estimates continue to shrink

Kentucky will start waiv-
ing testing fees for people 
wanting to obtain a GED di-
ploma to help thousands of 
adults improve their career 
opportunities, Gov. Andy 
Beshear said last week. And 
Lyon County’s adult educa-
tion coordinator is excited 
about the opportunities this 
may provide local residents.

“I hope we earn sev-
eral more GEDs with this 
promotion,” said Natalie 
McPherson, coordinator of 
Lyon County Skills U, which 

serves Lyon 
and Livingston 
counties and 
the Ross Cash 
Correctional 
Complex. “I 
can usually 
fi nd a way to 
help them pay 
for their tests 
even without a 

promotion. This just makes it 
easier on me because I know 
that there is funding avail-
able.”

Staff report

Lyon County GED 
coordinator excited 
about free testing

One-fi fth of Kentucky 
counties have passed reso-
lutions declaring local gov-
ernments “Second Amend-
ment sanctuaries” and 
many more are poised to 
vote on the issue, including 
some cities. In Lyon County, 
elected leaders are keeping 
an eye on the movement, 
but nothing has offi  cially 
come before local govern-
ment.

“I’ve had a few calls about 
it,” said Judge-Executive 

Wade White. “We are watch-
ing and studying it.”

Nothing was discussed 
about gun sanctuaries or 
brought before Lyon Fiscal 
Court at last week’s meeting.

Caldwell County is among 
the latest to have an organized 
group approach county gov-
ernment about passing such 
a resolution. Last week, orga-
nizers hosted an information 
meeting and voted to send 
their resolution to the judge-

 Staff report

Firearm sanctuary 
resolutions picking up 
steam across the state

Oregon authorities are con-
tinuing the investigation into 
the body of a Lyon County na-

tive found Fri-
day in a road-
side ditch in 
the southwest 
portion of the 
state.

According 
to Jackson 
County Sher-
iff ’s Offi  ce, the 
body of Cody 

Joseph Baize, 28, of Grants 
Pass, Oregon, was discovered 
just before 8 a.m. that day by a 
passerby who stumbled upon 
the body along a road in Butte 
Falls, about an hour west of 

Baize’s home. The identity of 
the body was not immediately 
known, but the sheriff ’s offi  ce 
released Baize’s name on Sat-
urday.

Baize’s death has been ruled 
“suspicious” by authorities, and 
the investigation continues by 
the Jackson County Major As-
sault Death Investigation Unit. 
No cause of death has been re-
ported, and further details of 
the investigation were unavail-
able at press time.

“There are no reports avail-
able at this time,” Jackson 
County Sheriff  Nathaniel Sick-
ler told The Herald Ledger. 
“The district attorney will be 
tasked with any public records 
request regarding this matter 
until any adjudication process 

is completed.”
Jackson County District At-

torney Beth Heckert’s offi  ce 
has not responded to requests 
for additional information.

Baize grew up in Eddyville 
and lived elsewhere. He had 
moved to Kansas and eventu-
ally Oregon, according to his 
Facebook page. He has family 
who still live in Lyon County 
and western Kentucky.

Acquaintances and loved 
ones are remembering the man 
on social media as kind and 
gentle. Dozens of comments on 
The Herald Ledger’s Facebook 
post about Baize’s death indi-
cate he was well liked during 
his time in Eddyville.
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Eddyville native’s body 
discovered in Oregon

Contributed photo

An aerial view shows the entire length of the developed prop-
erty along the lakefront at Eddyville’s riverport. Eddyville Riv-
erport and Industrial Development Authority owns about 250 
acres on a Lake Barkley inlet that provides direct access to 
the Cumberland River. The riverport is also adjacent to Inter-
state 24 shown running in the top right corner of this image.

Contributed photo

An aerial view shows Eddyville’s industrial park along U.S. 
62. Eddyville Riverport and Industrial Development Authority 
owns about 115 acres off the highway that allows direct ac-
cess to the Paducah & Louisville Railroad shown  along the 
bottom of the image.
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