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Below is a list of closings and 
changes due to the concerns related 
to the COVID-19 outbreak� The 
list is not comprehensive, but is as 
complete as possible at press time�

• Lyon County Schools: Learning 
will continue through non-traditional 
instruction through at least March 30 
and meals will be offered for pick-up 
during this period� All school activities 
have also been cancelled for this 
period� Athletics are in a dead period 
until at least April 12�

• Restaurant dining: All on-site 
dining at restaurants and bars in 
Kentucky is prohibited until further 
notice by order of the governor� 
However, restaurants may continue 
to offer carry-out, curbside, drive-
through or delivery�

• Daycare facilities: The governor 
has ordered all Kentucky daycare 
facilities closed by the end of the 
week�

• Primary election: The state’s 
primary election has been moved 
from May 19 to June 23�

• Kentucky courts: Virtually all of 
Kentucky’s court proceedings will be 
shut down until at least April 10�

• State government: All state 
government offices, including PVA 
and circuit clerk offices, are closed to 
in-person visitors� All driver testing 
through circuit clerk’s offices is also 
on hold� The governor has extended 
for three months the expiration date 
of licenses�

• City government: Kuttawa and 
Eddyville city halls are closed to 
in-person visits but will continue to be 
staffed to answer calls and carryout 
business� All city utilities will continue 
as normal�

• County government: Though 
some area courthouses are closing, 
plans at press time are for Lyon 
County Courthouse and other county 
services to continue as usual� That will 
include the judge-executive, sheriff 
and county attorney�

CORONAVIRUS 

CLOSINGS
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Lyon County Judge-Executive 
Wade White believes the commu-
nity will come together to weather 
the difficult period brought about 
by the coronavirus pandemic, but 
is asking for volunteers to help take 
care of those who may not be able 
to get out to restock vital supplies. 
He is asking those who want to vol-
unteer to contact their church to see 
where they may be needed or call 
his office at 270-388-7311.

For those who need assistance, 
White said they may call one of the 
following numbers to request help:

• Eddyville, 270-388-2226
• Kuttawa, 270-388-7151
• Elsewhere in the county, 270-

388-7311
Lyon County Senior Citizens Cen-

ter will continue to offer weekday 
lunches, but they will be for car-
ry-out only. To place an order, call 
270-388-2171.

The Kentucky coronavir us 
hotline for people exhibiting symp-
toms or with concerns about the 
virus is 800-722-5725. Up-to-
date information on the coronavirus 
in Kentucky can also be found at 
kycovid19.ky.gov.

County seeks volunteers to ease difficulties
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A 69-year-old Lyon County male is the 
first confirmed coronavirus case in west-
ern Kentucky. Gov. Andy Beshear made 
the announcement late Tuesday after-
noon.

Judge-Executive Wade White said little 
else was known at press time around 
4:30 p.m. The local health department 
had begun its investigation into the case, 
retracing the man’s activity and notifying 
anyone who may have come in contact 
with the person infected with COVID-19.

This late-breaking story punctuated 
the anxiety felt around the community 
and will be updated on The Herald Led-
ger’s website and Facebook page.

Meantime, life is far from normal in 
Lyon County amid the now all-too-real 
COVID-19 pandemic, but local leaders 
are asking residents to continue living 
without fear or panic during an unprece-
dented period of American history.

The list of ordered closures and option-
al decisions to shut down businesses and 
services has seemingly grown by the 
hour over the past week, but essential 
operations for daily existence will con-
tinue as normal. That means electricity, 

gas, water, sewer, internet and phone will 
continue to flow to homes and business-
es. Grocery stores and pharmacies will 
continue offering life-sustaining goods.

“We are in uncharted territory,” 
Eddyville Mayor John Choat said Tues-
day. “I urge people to take a breath, 
remain calm and continue to shop local 
to support our community.”

Mike Oliver, manager of Food Giant 
in Eddyville, the county’s only full-ser-
vice grocery, said his store has been 
swamped with customers, stripping 
shelves of many essentials. He compared 
the run on the store to another wide-
spread disaster 11 years ago.

“It’s been the ice storm times 10,” 
he said Monday while restocking  

canned goods.
The store on Monday afternoon had 

been wiped clean of meat and toilet 
paper, and at the time, the store was lim-
iting the purchase of milk to one gallon at 
a time. But Oliver said there is no need 
for hoarding or panic, as his store will 
continue to receive its usuals shipments 
of food and supplies from its warehouse.

“The trucks are continuing to come 
three times a week,” he said. “They may 
be running a little late, but they’ll be 
here.”

That includes meat and general ship-
ments on Tuesday, Thursday and Satur-
day and dairy on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday.

“As long as I’m walking, we’ll be open,” 
Oliver said.

Choat, Kuttawa Mayor Barbara Camp-
bell and Lyon County Judge-Executive 
Wade White remain in almost daily 
contact as the response to the deadly 
COVID-19 outbreak develops. All want 
to ensure local commerce will survive 
this trying period and are encouraging 
residents to do conduct any business 
they need at local merchants, including 
restaurants.

White is especially concerned about 
restaurants, which were ordered to close 
their dining areas Monday by the gover-
nor. Most will continue to offer carryout, 
drive-through, curbside or delivery ser-
vices, but White fears traffic will be only 

CORONAVIRUS IS HERE!
Community braces 
for long COVID-19 

adjustments
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Shoppers at Eddyville Food Giant kept the checkout lanes busy and parking lot full 
all day Monday. Though most people left with only a few bags of groceries at a 
time, Manager Mike Oliver said the run on the store was like the 2009 ice storm 
“times 10.” Many shelves were stripped bare of items, but Oliver assures food deliv-
ery trucks will continue to arrive three times a week.
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The first reported case of coronavirus 
in the area was reported in Lyon County 
Tuesday, but so far, it is the only con-
firmed diagnosis of coronavirus disease 
2019, or COVID-19, in all of western Ken-
tucky. Pennyrile District Health Depart-
ment Director Jim Tolley said there are 
no other cases in the five-county district.

The first case of COVID-19 in Ken-
tucky was reported March 6. At noon 
Tuesday, there had been 26 confirmed 
cases in the state, all in central Kentucky. 
There has been one death, a 66-year-old 
male in Bourbon County.

Tolley and local officials are urging 
restraint for anyone who may have con-
cerns that they have been infected with 
COVID-19. He asks that patients first 
phone their primary care provider unless 
they would ordinarily seek care for the 
level of illness they are experiencing. 
Officials are also asking people to not call 
911 or visit a local emergency room with 
suspected coronavirus symptoms.

People may call Kentucky’s corona-
virus hotline at 800-722-5725 or visit 
kycovid19.ky.gov for direction and infor-
mation if they suspect they have been 
infected.

“If everyone with a symptom shows up 
at their provider they will overwhelm the 
system very quickly,” he said. “Talk to 

(your) provider remotely (and) you will 
get the same guidance.”

Reported illnesses have ranged from 
mild symptoms to severe illness and 
death for confirmed COVID-19 cases. 

Fever, cough or shortness of breath may 
appear 2-14 days after exposure. Health 
experts say so-called self tests for the 
virus are unreliable and should not be 
the basis for a diagnosis.

Tests are not yet widely available, and 
there are no pharmaceutical or therapeu-
tics to treat COVID-19 at this time, Tolley 
said. Testing of a possible vaccine began 
Monday.

“The Kentucky Commissioner of 
Health urges individuals, if you are well 
stay home, if you are ill but would not 
normally seek medical attention for the 
way you feel stay home,” Tolley said.

There are several myths related to 
warding of contraction of COVID-19, but 
the only verified methods are to wash 
hands, refrain from touching your face, 
practice social distancing and disinfect-
ing surfaces.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommends that individuals 
over the age of 60 and those with under-
lying health conditions avoid crowds, 
stay home as much as possible and stock 
up on essential medicines and other sup-
plies. 

Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear has 
issued an executive order that allows 
pharmacists to refill prescriptions up to 
30 days. He said the step is necessary to 
help those in isolation or who have been 
urged to stay at home.

State reports 26 COVID-19 cases, one death


