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Eddyville water and sewer 
customers will be paying 3% 
more beginning July 1 under a 
four-step bump tied to Phase 2 
of a sewer rehab project. And 
city officials are asking a handful 
of customers to answer a few 
questions in the hope of keeping 
rates steady.

An ordinance introduced 
June 1 to increase water and 
sewer rates across the board 
was approved Monday at a spe-
cial meeting of Eddyville City 
Council. It takes the minimum 
monthly residential combined 
water-sewer bill to $52.03, up 
slightly more than $1.50 from 
the current base cost. Separate 
rate adjustments for the other 
15 classifications of customers 

were also approved. Sewer rates 
account for 53% of each com-
bined monthly billed.

The measure was approved 
5-1 with Councilwoman Leigh 
Ann Conger opposing the ordi-
nance.

The phased sewer rehabilita-
tion in the city is aimed primari-
ly at repairing cracks and leaks 
in lines that allow groundwater 
and stormwater to infiltrate 
the system. Dilution of sew-
age decreases the efficiency of 
treatment, and may cause sew-
age volumes to exceed design 
capacity. The City of Kuttawa is 
contending with a similar issue, 
with construction currently 
underway.

The adjustment the third 
installment of a six-phase bien-

nial rate increase agreed to 
four years ago with the Ken-
tucky Infrastructure Authority 
in order to secure a low-inter-
est $1.5 million loan for sewer 
rehab. The first adjustment, 
a 15% hike, came in 2016 and 
was followed in 2018 with a 3% 
increase. With Monday’s ordi-
nance to increase rates, 3% will 
also be added to bills effective 
July 1 of 2022, 2024 and 2026.

The second phase of sewer 
improvements is currently in 
the planning and design stage.

IMPORTANT SURVEY
Fifty-seven customers in the 

area of the targeted sewer rehab 
will have a big say in future 
water and sewer rates.

Those people, randomly 

selected from about 325 resi-
dents on the south side of Fair-
view Avenue, have been sent an 
income survey that Mayor John 
Choat said could earn the city 
a $1 million Community Devel-
opment Block Grant toward the 
current rehab work. If the city 
qualifies, that would essential-
ly cut the estimated cost of the 
project to $1.5 million.

“It’s so important for people to 
fill out that survey,” Choat said.

“Receiving grant funds bene-
fits all residents using city water 
and sewer because it allows us 
to keep our costs low,” he wrote 
in a letter to those receiving the 
questionnaire.

The mayor said the survey 
asks what some might consider 
intrusive questions, but assured 

the results will be kept under 
wraps. They will not even be 
seen locally. Pennyrile Area 
Development District in Hop-
kinsville is handling the grant 
process and randomly selected 
survey recipients. Once com-
plete, the income survey results 
will become a part of the grant 
application.

“The results will be held 
in confidence,” Choat said. “I 
assure you of that.”

Of course, the 14-question 
survey is optional for those 
recipients, but the mayor is hop-
ing they understand the impor-
tance of responding. He asks 
that anyone refusing the survey 
contact city hall so that another 
randomly selected resident can 
be sent the survey.

Eddyville council OKs water/sewer rate bump
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A deadly multi-vehicle crash 
on Interstate 24 in Lyon Coun-
ty closed the road for about 4 
hours into the early morning 
hours Tuesday.

According to Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet spokesman 
Keith Todd, the wreck appeared 
to be caused by a vehicle enter-
ing the interstate at Ky. 293 
Exit 45 and traveling the wrong 
direction in the eastbound lanes. 
Details on the crash were not 
available from Kentucky State 
Police at press time.

The crash occurred late Mon-
day night and blocked both 
eastbound lanes until about 
3:10 a.m. Tuesday, accord-
ing Todd. He said there was a 
substantial debris field and the 
roadway had to be inspected for 
damage.

This story will be updated on 
HeraldLedger.com and on the 
newspaper’s Facebook page.
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Results from Kentucky’s 
unprecedented primary elec-
tion, with widespread mail-in 
absentee voting amid a glob-
al pandemic, are expected to 
drag out for days, keeping 
some candidates and their 
supporters in suspense.

With statewide requests 
for absentee ballots running 
well ahead of actual turnout 
for Kentucky’s last two pres-

idential election-year prima-
ries, the increasingly vola-
tile race to determine which 
Democrat will challenge 
Republican Senate Majori-
ty Leader Mitch McConnell 
could be among the out-
comes in limbo for up to a 
week.

On election night and for 
days later, Kentucky will 
have a patchwork of election 
results, based on decisions 

by local election of ficials 
across the state’s 120 coun-
ties.

In L yon County, only 
results from in-person poll-
ing on Election Day at the 
Lee S. Jones Convention 
Center were made available 
Tuesday. However, those 
results were not final at 
press time.

A complete countywide 
tally will not be available 

until next Tuesday, accord-
ing to County Clerk Lori 
Duff.

“Some count ies  have 
decided that they are going 
to wait until all the votes 
are cast and counted before 
they’re going to release any 
results,” Kentucky Secretary 
of State Michael Adams said. 
“Other counties have said 
that they’re going to release 

Voting in unprecedented election closes

Voters poll 
Tuesday morn-
ing at the Lee S. 
Jones Conven-
tion Center, the 
only location 
for casting bal-
lots on primary 
election day. 
Because of 
public health 
concerns with 
the COVID-19 
pandemic, pre-
cinct voting 
was whittled 
down to one.

DARYL K� TABOR / 
Herald Ledger
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The number of area and statewide 
COVID-19 cases is climbing as Ken-
tucky continues to reopen its econ-
omy, including a local water park 
scheduled to open next week.

There were six new cases of 
coronavirus reported Friday in the 
five-county Pennyrile Health Dis-
trict, and the latest statewide report 
puts the total number of cases near 
14,000.

Five of the new area positive tests 
were in Trigg County, making 11 new 
cases there in the last two weeks. 
The only other case repor ted for 
June 13-19 in the district was in Crit-
tenden County.

The number new cases in the dis-
trict were near idle in much of May.

T r igg County  (23)  surpasses 
Lyon County (18) for most positive 
tests since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began. However, the three deaths in 
Lyon County is more than the other 
four counties combined. The only 
other death was in Crittenden Coun-
ty, where nine total cases had been 
reported through Friday.

Twelve cases have been identified 
in Caldwell County, while Livingston 
County reports eight.

Meantime, in Monday’s update from 
Gov. Andy Beshear, he reported at 
least 13,839 coronavirus cases in Ken-
tucky. The total number of Kentucki-
ans lost to the virus stands at 526.

Beginning Monday, people can 
begin gathering in groups of 50 
or fewer people. Pools can open, 
although the City of Eddyville will 
not be opening its pool, and youth 
sports activities are expanded next 
week. Bars also can reopen Monday, 
at 50% capacity, while restaurants can 
expand to the same capacity.

Eddyville Mayor John Choat said 
it is not cost-ef fective to open the 
municipal pool for only a few weeks 
until school resume. Most of the 
annual pool expense to taxpayers, 
he said, is on the front end, getting 
it ready for the season. Concern over 
the possible spread of the virus at 
the pool was also a factor in the city’s 
decision.

Venture River Water Park is sched-
ule to open for the season Monday.

Area, statewide coronavirus cases up
Venture River to open Monday; Eddyville pool a no-go

Deadly I-24 
crash closes 

interstate
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Joe Cunningham, a Lyon 
County native and current South 
Carolina congressman, returned 
home to western Kentucky on 
official business as a lawmak-
er, though his home district is 
more than 600 miles away.

Cunningham, a Democrat, 
last week joined Kentucky’s 
Republican 1st District Con-
gressman James Comer for a 
bipartisan visit to better under-
stand local issues. Judge-Exec-
utive Wade White hosted the 
lawmakers on their tour to Lyon 
County, pressing them on the 
importance of the War on Asian 
Carp.

The Bipartisan Policy Cen-
ter’s Congressional Exchange 
Program brought Cunningham 
and Comer together during the 
congressional recesses. The 
program seeks to bring mem-
bers of Congress from different 
parties and regions together to 
travel, learn about their districts 

Comer, 
Cunningham 
taut bipartisan 

work
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