
Classifieds ����������������������������������������������������������������B2-3

Local ���������������������������������������������������������������������������A2-3

Obituary ����������������������������������������������������������������������� A2

State �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������A5

Sports�����������������������������������������������������������������������������B1-2

P�O� Box 439 
Princeton, Kentucky

42445 
Office: 270-365-5588
News: 270-388-2260

Connect with us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/heraldledger.

Wednesday, January 12, 2022  Vol. 121, No. 2

WHAT’S INSIDE CONTACT US GET SOCIAL

www.heraldledger.com

$1�25

Lyon County’s local news source
Published weekly by Paxton Media Group LLC

BASKETBALL 
Lady Rockets blast  
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BY HERALD LEDGER STAFF

Gov. Andy Beshear and 
Dr. Steven Stack, Kentucky 
Depar tment  for  Publ ic 
Health commissioner, are 
encouraging Kentuckians to 
take the necessary steps to 
prevent COVID-19 exposure 
and positivity.

The severely bad weather 
and recent tornados, along 
with the omicron variant 
surge, has prompted them to 
strongly recommend vaccina-
tions and booster doses this 
month.

“The omicron variant is 
spreading rapidly,” Stack 
said. “Omicron spreads so 
easily, it is compared to mea-
sles, the most contagious 

human virus on the planet.”
He noted hospital iza-

tions are increasing during 
the surge, and health care 
resources continue to be 
overused and strained.

On Dec. 30, 2021, KDPH 
officials reported the highest 
number of positive COVID-19 
cases.

“We have gone from the 
plateau to the second-highest 
week of reported cases since 
the start of the pandemic,” 
Beshear said.

KDPH reported a 20.72% 
test positivity rate on Jan. 3, 
resulting in the highest rate 
recorded during the COVID-
19 pandemic, according to 
the governor’s office.

Monoclonal antibody treat-
ment can be unsuccessful 
against the omicron vari-
ant, Stack said. Two of the 
three monoclonal antibody 
treatments do not protect 
against the omicron variant. 
As a result, new shipments of 
those antibodies have ended.

“Par ticularly given the 
loss of most of the monoclo-
nal antibody supply, I again 
urge all eligible persons 5 and 
older to get vaccinated and/
or boosted with a Moderna or 
Pfizer mRNA COVID-19 vac-
cine to prevent serious and/
or life-threatening COVID-19 
disease,” Stack said.

State officials urge vaccinations, boosters
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Storm victims in 16 Kentucky 
counties now have until Jan. 28 
to apply for Disaster Unemploy-
ment Assistance, the Kentucky 
Office of Unemployment Insurance 
announced today.

The agency received approval 
from the U.S. Department of Labor 
on Friday to extend the deadline for 
individuals impacted by the storms 
that occurred overnight on Dec. 10 
to apply for DUA benefits.

Individuals in the following 16 
Kentucky counties who wish to 
apply for DUA benefits must sub-
mit an application to OUI no later 
than Jan. 28: Barren, Caldwell, 
Christian, Fulton, Graves, Hart, 
Hickman, Hopkins, Logan, Lyon, 
Marion, Marshall, Muhlenberg, 
Ohio, Taylor and Warren.

Individuals are eligible to apply 
for DUA if they became unem-
ployed as a direct result of the 
severe storms, straight-line winds, 
flooding and tornadoes. Those who 
are self-employed and had work 
interrupted in any of those counties 
as a result of the storms are also 
eligible to apply for DUA.

Fol lowing  Gov.  Beshear ’s 
request, President Joe Biden issued 
a Major Disaster Declaration on 
Dec. 12, 2021, that led to 14 Ken-
tucky counties becoming eligible 
for DUA. Barren and Marion coun-
ties later became eligible on Dec. 
22 and Dec. 24, respectively.

The governor signed an Execu-
tive Order on Dec. 28 temporari-
ly suspending the work search 
requirement and the waiting week 
period for unemployment insurance 
(UI) and DUA claimants.

Claimants who are unemployed 
as a result of the severe weather 
who work or live in the 16 coun-
ties included in the FEMA major 
disaster declaration will not be 
required to search for work or 

DUA 

deadline 

extended
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The rebuilding of the University of 
Kentucky Research and Education 
Center in Princeton has begun.

The UK College of Agriculture, 
Food and Environment is working 
with the university’s insurance adjust-
ers to determine the extent of the 
damage to facilities and equipment 
after the center took a direct hit from 
an EF-4 tornado Dec. 10. UK officials 
expect 49 of the center’s 58 buildings 
to be a complete loss.

“We are humbled by the outpouring 
of support from across the local, state 
and national agricultural communi-
ties,” said Nancy Cox, dean of CAFE 
and UK vice president for Land-Grant 
Engagement. “We are moving for-
ward and plan to build back a state-of-
the-art research and education facility 
to continue advancing agriculture.”

Crews are now demolishing the 
remains of the center’s main build-
ing. The demolition process is 

expected to take at least four months.
UK officials are beginning to reach 

out to their equipment suppliers to 
replace damaged equipment. This 
process is expected to take some 
time as well.

“Since they are used for research, 
nearly every piece of equipment we 
had was a prototype, so we cannot 
replace them by going to a commer-
cial dealer and picking one out off a 
lot,” said Chad Lee, director of the UK 
Grain and Forage Center of Excellence 
located at the center. “We are contact-
ing the companies that we purchased 
these pieces of equipment from to see 
how they can be replaced.”

The college has established a 
rebuilding committee comprised of 
faculty and staff members from the 
center and main campus.

A couple of temporary office spac-
es are in place at the center and are 
being used by UKREC director Car-
rie Knott and other staff members. 
In the coming weeks, UK will install 

additional temporary office space and 
research laboratories so more of the 
center’s faculty and staff can safely 
return.

“We really appreciate everyone’s 
patience as we continue to work 
through the tornado aftermath,” Knott 
said. “There is no way the center’s fac-
ulty and staff will be able to offer their 
full spectrum of research and exten-
sion programs in the coming year, but 
depending on the program and the 
researcher, some activities are going 
to continue as planned.”

The next activity scheduled is the 
UK Wheat Science Group’s annu-
al Winter Wheat Meeting, which is 
set for Feb. 8 at the James E. Bruce 
Convention Center in Hopkinsville. 
Unlike previous years, preregistra-
tion is required for the free event and 
is due by Jan. 25. Interested individu-
als may register online at https://bit.
ly/3qORDdc.

The rebuild of the UK Research 
and Education Center begins
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The University of Kentucky is beginning to rebuild its Research and Education Center in Princeton.
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The Pennyrile District Health Department in Eddyville continues to 
provide COVID-19 vaccines, booster and pediatric doses. The Ken-
tucky Department of Public Health reported on Monday, Lyon Coun-
ty’s COVID-19 positivity rate was 8.82%. Since the beginning of the 
pandemic, there have been 2,141 total cases, and 30 total deaths.SEE BOOSTERS/PAGE A2

SEE DUA/PAGE A2 SEE REBUILD/PAGE A2


