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BY HERALD LEDGER STAFF

Editor’s Note: The Madisonville 

Messenger contributed to this 

story�

Today (Wednesday) is Cen-
sus Day in America, and if 
you’re going to stay at home 
due to coronavirus, you might 
as well fulfill another gov-
ernment requirement while 
you’re there.

Despite the virtual nation-
wide shutdown to slow the 
advance of COVID-19, the 
deadline for the decennial 
head county in America has 
not changed. April 1 is still 
Census Day, and residents are 
urged to mark themselves as 
present.

COVID-19 has cr ushed 
community plans for a wide 
range of events promoting the 
2020 census. City halls and 
libraries no longer are open 
so people cannot use those 
computers to complete online 
forms.

Eddyville is ahead of the 
cur ve. As of Monday, the 
self-response rate was 38.6%, 
higher than both the state and 
county rates. Kuttawa, mean-
time, is at only 27.5%.

The sel f -response rate 
across Lyon County is 35.4%, 
which matches the statewide 
rate in Kentucky. The national 
rate is 34.7%.

Officials with both the cit-
ies of Eddyville and Kuttawa 

Census 
Day 

arrives
Eddyville ahead of 
self-response rate

411 ON COVID-19

BY HERALD LEDGER STAFF

kycovid19.ky.gov

State’s coronavirus website

800-722-5725

State’s coronavirus hotline

833-KY-SAFER

kysafer.ky.gov

Report non-compliance

888-432-9257

ag.ky.gov/pricegouging

Report price gouging

cdc.gov/coronavirus

CDC coronavirus website

270-388-2171

Senior Center lunch orders

270-388-2226

Eddyville assistance

270-388-7151

Kuttawa assistance

270-388-7311

County assistance

502-875-0442

kcc.ky.gov/career

Apply for unemployment

Where to go  
for info, help

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Legislation offering relief to 
workers and employers suf-
fering economic damage from 
the coronavirus pandemic 
was signed by Kentucky Gov. 
Andy Beshear Monday, just 
days after President Donald 
Trump sign a $2.2 trillion 
emergency relief package.

The Kentucky legislation 
was put on the fast track by 
lawmakers last week as the 
Bluegrass State deals with ris-
ing numbers of coronavirus 
cases, deaths and unemploy-
ment linked to the illness.

The Democratic governor 
thanked the Republican-led 
legislature for its quick action. 
The legislation reinforc-
es many of the emergency 
actions already taken by his 

Governor, 
president 
sign relief 
measures

BY DARYL K. TABOR
DTABOR@HERALDLEDGER�COM

In a raspy voice strained by sea-
sonal allergies, Rebecca Pagan 
shares the worries she has for her 
family as the uncertainties from the 
coronavirus pandemic seem to grow 
by the day. As the owner of a small 
business in Eddyville and single par-
ent of two young children, she is 
fighting a two-front war to survive an 
unprecedented period.

But one concern she does not 
have is for her children’s education 
as they learn from home through 
non-traditional instruction, or NTI, 
from Lyon County teachers.

“At first, I think a lot of parents 
were overwhelmed, but the teachers 
have been way more than we could 
ever ask for,” the 46-year-old bro-
ker and owner of the local RE/MAX 
Real Estate Services said. “They’ve 
shaped us up and are going to help 
us make the best of a bad situation.”

Pagan’s children — Finn, 7, and 
Schaffer, 4 — do not really under-
stand why their learning has shift-
ed to the living room or their bed-
rooms. They wonder why they can-
not see their teacher or play with 
friends. But their mom is thankful 
they are not quite old enough to be 
scared … frightened like she is.

Parents, students settling in with NTI

Contributed photo

Finn Pagan, a Lyon County second grader, 
studies online from home recently 
through non-traditional instruction during 
the closure of schools amid the COVID-19 
pandemic.

MORE INSIDE

School officials vow to give seniors 

graduation commencement, Page A2.

SEE RELIEF/PAGE A2 SEE NTI/PAGE A3

BY STAFF  AND                          
WIRE REPORTS

Editor’s Note: The Herald 

Ledger and The Associated Press 

contributed to this story�

Hoping to keep commerce 
afloat while preserving the 
health and safety of local 
residents, community lead-
ers are ordering and busi-
nesses are asking people to 
practice proper social dis-
tancing. Local of ficials say 
they will “strongly” enforce 

the rules.
“We have got to maintain 

that 6-foot distance,” said 
Lyon County Judge-Execu-
tive Wade White Monday in 
a Facebook video. “We may 
not have been doing that as 

well as we should.”
White is afraid, particular-

ly with the influx of out-of-
town and even out-of-state 
visitors to the area as the 
spring air warms, that if 
businesses do not enforce 

the social distancing order, 
they may be forced to shut 
down. Many of those people 
returning to their summer 
lake homes or boats may be 
coming from an area where 
the rules have been lax.

“We’ve got to be wise, not 
paralyzed,” said White, uti-
lizing a phrase he coined 
early on in the coronavirus 
shutdown.

The judge-executive is 
asking shoppers to any local 

SOCIAL DISTANCING

Enforcement of safe spacing stepped up

DARYL K� TABOR / Herald Ledger

Kathy Trimm, a cashier at Eddyville Food Giant, has been on the front lines of work amid the COVID-19 outbreak, ringing up scores 
of grocery shoppers each day at what has certainly been one of the busiest stores in Lyon County during the crisis. Last week. the 
store installed a plexiglass barrier between its cashiers and customers to protect both from possible transmission of the virus.

MORE INSIDE

See Page A5 for a list of local businesses still open, including 
restaurants with contact and delivery or carry-out details� Also, 
HeraldLedger�com now features a special “Coronavirus” tab with 
stories related to the virus�

SEE CENSUS/PAGE A8

SEE SOCIAL/PAGE A10


