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Lady Lyons blow out Lady 
Rockets in district season 
opener. 
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BY MATTHEW CARNERO 
MACIAS 

MMACIAS@HERALDLEDGER�COM

Lakes Area Baseball & 
Softball (LABS) is a western 
Kentucky sports league that 
incorporates seven counties, 
73 teams, six divisions, 12 
games, and at least 700 kids. 
Thirty umpires are signed to 
officiate the 2021 season.

“The numbers are going 
down every year, and that’s 
high school on down,” said 
Lafe Riggs, umpire assigner 
for LABS. “The kids these 
days aren’t playing ball like 
they used to in the past.”

Riggs is in charge of recruit-
ing, training, and assigning 
umpires to officiate in Living-
ston, Lyon, Crittenden, Trigg, 
Dawson, Webster, and Cald-
well counties for LABS. These 
separate communities con-
verged, and for the past four 
years, it has been LABS.

All of the communities 
host home games and travel 
during playoffs. Each team is 
scheduled to play 12 games. 
LABS little league players 
range from 8 to 12 years old.

LABS games are scheduled 
during the week—Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. 

BY STAFF REPORT

Matthew Carnero Macias is the 
new face at The Herald Ledger, and 
that new face will have new 
duties.

Along with being the 
reporter for The Herald Led-
ger, Macias is also the report-
er for The Princeton Times 
Leader. He will work out of 
the papers’ office on South 
Jefferson Street in Princeton.

“I immediately recognized 
the curiosity in Matthew 
when I spoke with him the 
first time,” said John Mangalonzo, 
editor of The Paducah Sun. Manga-
lonzo also oversees newsroom oper-
ations in Princeton and Eddyville. 
“And he proved me right. He’s not 
only curious, but diligent in cultivat-
ing sources and telling all sides of 
the story. He’s a positive addition to 
our publications.”

Macias began work at the news-
papers on March 1, and is anxious 
to meet people in 

b o t h  c o u n -
ties. Although 
he comes to 
Princeton from 
the big city of 
Chicago, he 
said he feels 
at home in the 
less populated 
areas of west-
ern Kentucky.

“Rural coun-
ties are a sec-

ond home for me,” he said. “I grew 
up in rural, mostly agrarian central 
California. My father was a foreman 
for Terra Linda Farms, so as a kid, I 
visited the ranch and played on trac-
tors and worked there during the 
summer.”

Macias grew up in Lemoore, 

California, about 35 miles south of 
Fresno in the state’s Central Valley 

region, and moved to 
Chicago three days 
after graduating from 
high school.

Macias graduated 
from Nor theastern 
Illinois University in 
2019 after studying at 
Elgin (Ill.) Commu-
nity College, earning 
a bachelor of ar ts 
degree in communi-
cation, media and the-
ater.

At Elgin, Macias worked on the 
campus newspaper, and he worked 
with the freeform radio station at 
Northeastern, WZRD.

“During undergraduate studies, 
I worked as a freelance journalist 

Macias serving double-duty news service

Matthew 
Carnero 
Macias

LABS little 
league 

searching 
for umpires

BY FOR THE HERALD LEDGER

The Lyon County Conservation District 
will have the annual tree giveaway this 
year on Wednesday, April 7, 2021, starting 
at 8 a.m. as a drive-through event in front 
of the office building at 650 Trade Ave. in 
Eddyville.

Trees will be individually wrapped 
and marked, and handed directly to you 
— you won’t even have to leave your 
car. Varieties available are Pecan, Red 
Shumard Oak, Grey Dogwood, Paw-
Paw, and Pin Oak. Bundles of two pecan 
trees and one of each of the other vari-
eties will be pre-packaged for the give-
away.

Lyon County 
to hold annual 
tree giveaway

BY MATTHEW                  
CARNERO MACIAS 

MMACIAS@HERALDLEDGER�COM

Pennyrile District Health 
Depar tment (PDHD) has 
been hosting vaccination 
clinics and administering 
hundreds of vaccinations for 
several weeks now.

On March 24, approximate-
ly 230 two-dose Moderna 
and 105 one-dose Johnson & 

Johnson vaccines were admin-
istered at the Convention 
Center at Lee S Jones Park in 
Eddyville. The vaccine clinic 
wrapped up around 12:30 p.m.

Several people showed up 
early for their vaccinations. 
PDHD schedules vaccina-
tions at 8 a.m., but many 
patients arrived early.

Throughout the week, 
PDHD travels to its five dif-

ferent health departments in 
the Pennyrile region to vac-
cinate people.

On Monday PDHD is at Liv-
ingston Central High School 
Gymnasium, Tuesdays at 
Caldwell County Health 
Department, Wednesdays at 
Lyon County Convention Cen-
ter at Lee Jones Park, Thurs-
days at Crittenden County 
Health Department, and Fri-

days at Trigg County Senior 
Citizen Center.

Wayne Taylor and Mary-
lou Belt waited outside in the 
parking lot after receiving their 
vaccinations. Both of them 
contracted the COVID-19 virus 
and have since recovered. 
They were pleased with the 
PDHD staff and the vaccine 
clinic.

Mass vaccination sees 335 patients

MATTHEW CARNERO MACIAS | Times Leader

Pennyrile District Health Department successfully vaccinated 335 patients on March 24 at the convention center at the Lee S 
Jones Park in Eddyville.
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“He’s not only curious, 
but diligent in 
cultivating sources 
and telling all sides of 
the story. He’s a 
positive addition to 
our publications.”

— John Mangalonzo
editor of The Paducah Sun
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