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According to the Paducah Area 
Chamber of Commerce, the inaugural 
class of Leadership West Kentucky, a 
new regional leadership development 
program sponsored by the West Ken-
tucky Chamber Alliance, was recent-
ly launched with 30 participants from 
throughout western Kentucky.

Members of Leadership West Ken-
tucky live or work in the counties rep-
resented by the West Kentucky Region-
al Chamber Alliance including Ballard, 
Caldwell, Calloway, Carlisle, Christian, 
Crittenden, Fulton, Graves, Hickman, 
Livingston, Lyon, Marshall, McCracken 
and Trigg. All 14 counties have repre-
sentation in the program, which was cre-
ated to promote regionalism and build 
a network of informed citizens across 
community lines. The outcome desired 
is to instill pride in the region and focus 
on encouraging participants to be active 
in their region and community, accord-
ing to the chamber.

Leadership 
West Kentucky 

announces 
inaugural class

BY DAVE THOMPSON
DTHOMPSON@PADUCAHSUN�COM

B E N T O N

A 
lover of life, sports 
and snow. A role 
model for his 

younger brother. A St. 
Louis Cardinals fan who 
loved Albert Pujols.

A life indelibly graven 
on the hearts of his family 
and friends, a legacy 
inextricably linked with 
unspeakable tragedy, 
Preston Cope’s name 
won’t soon be forgotten in 
Marshall County.

Barely five years gone, 
taken in the Jan. 23, 

2018 shooting that also 
claimed the life of fellow 
Marshall County High 
School student Bailey 
Holt, memorial golf and 
whiffle ball tournaments 
in Preston’s name, and 
the social media tag 
#belikebailey still serve 
as unifiers and anchors of 
memory in a community 
where the pain is still 
ever-present.

“It’s January 23, 2018 
for us, every single day,” 
said Preston’s father, 
Brian Cope, in a recent 
interview. “We’re kind 
of stuck in time, I feel         

like, sometimes.”
Cope and his wife, 

Teresa Cope, have lived 
in their home in Marshall 
County for more than 20 
years, and considered 
moving in the aftermath 
of the shooting that also 

injured 14 others.
But after a few 

renovations to help give 
them a new view of the 
home, they decided to 
stay.

‘Marshall is always 
gonna be strong’

DAVE THOMPSON | The Paducah Sun

Brian Cope (left) and his wife Teresa Cope hold a paint-
ing of their son, Preston, at their home in Marshall 
County. Preston was killed in the Jan. 23, 2018 shooting 
that also claimed the life of Bailey Holt and injured 
numerous others.

Memories still 
vivid 5 years later

BY ABIGAIL WRIGHT
AWRIGHT@HERALDLEDGER�COM

The Lyon County Board 
of Education held its reg-
ularly scheduled meeting 
Monday, Jan. 23 for the 
month and it featured the 
election of a chairperson 
and several student pre-
sentations.

January is school board 
appreciation month, so 
Superintendent Russ Til-
ford took a moment to 
recognize and express 
appreciation for members 
of the school board, say-
ing, “We’re very blessed 

Gray reelected as school board 
chairman, students make presentations

On Monday, Jan. 23, high school student Carter Bounds presented the school board 
with his proposal for a beautification project of the field attached to the student park-
ing lot. High school principal Tom Radivonyk joked that when Bounds originally 
approached him with the idea, he was proposing a budget of $10,000.

Photos by ABIGAIL WRIGHT | Herald Ledger

A group of students from a media class presented their STLP projects to the school board at Monday night’s meeting. 
This also provided good practice as the students will have to present at the state competition.
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BY CHIP HUTCHESON
KENTUCKY TODAY

God’s perfect timing resulted in a Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention church being 
blessed by giving with a KBC institution 
on the receiving end of a much-needed 
bus.

That combination was fully evident 
recently when Kuttawa First Baptist 
Church donated its 34-passenger bus 
to Oneida Baptist Institute. A rapid 
sequence of events led to Oneida quick-
ly obtaining the bus when the school 
experienced a flurry of bus problems.

Oneida receives 
unexpected gift 
of church bus

Contributed photo | Kentucky Today

Larry Hubbard, the man who oversaw its 
purchase from a dealership, faithfully 
served in KFBC’s bus ministry by transport-
ing children, youth and adults on various 
trips. He was the one who made the motion 
to donate the bus to OBI. Pastor Kyle Frank-
lin said Hubbard probably logged 30,000 or 
the 33,000 miles on the bus.

SEE BUS/PAGE A5


