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Lyon County hunters took 
more deer in the 2019 hunting 
season than at any other time 
recorded by the state’s wildlife 
agency. But that may not be 
enough, according to one local 
hunting professional.

A total of 1,153 deer were 
harvested in the fi ve-month 
season that ended in late Jan-
uary. 

The tally is 199 more than 
the previous record registered 
just two years, according to 
Kentucky Department for Fish 

and Wildlife Resource (KDF-
WR) records that date to 1976.

“Those numbers are fantas-
tic,” said Tad Ladd, who owns 
Western Kentucky Whitetails, 
a deer hunting operation lo-
cated nearby in northern 
Caldwell County.

Deer and elk hunting add 
about $550 million to the 
state’s economy each year. 
And Western Kentucky White-
tails brings some of that to the 
area.

Ladd typically hosts more 
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Lyon’s 2019 deer 
harvest sets a record

Princeton Mayor Kota Young announced last week that for-
mer Eddyville Police Chief Shane Allison would be Princeton’s 
new assistant police chief. The announcement was made at the 
Feb. 3 meeting of Princeton City Council.

Young said the city would have to clear Allison through the 
state government, taking a matter of days.

“We hope to have him on by mid-February,” 
Young said after the meeting. “It takes about 
two weeks for it to go through the legal depart-
ment.

“He’s an ideal candidate. Like I said in the 
meeting, we couldn’t have asked for a better 
applicant for the position. We’re very excited to 
have him on and see what he can bring to the 
department.”

Allison, 48, retired as Eddyville’s police chief 
on Nov. 30 after 16 years in that position. He was one of the 
fi rst people to join the Eddyville Police Department in April 
1998 and was the longest-serving city employee at the time of 
his retirement.

When he became the police chief in 2003, he was the young-
est police chief in the state.

Allison, who still lives in Eddyville, will become Princeton’s 
fi rst assistant police chief since Chief Chris King was promoted 
from the position on Sept. 4, 2017, succeeding former chief Don 
Weedman.

In a related matter, the City Council approved the second and 
fi nal reading of an ordinance to set the salary of assistant police 
chief at $49,000 per year. The ordinance was necessary when it 
was found that the city’s Pay Plan Ordinance did not include a 
salary for that position.
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Allison named assistant 
Princeton PD chief

Two Lyon County resi-
dents were arrested last 
week on a number of drug-
related charges following a 
joint state police-sheriff ’s 
department investigation.

Paula J. Hunter, 42, and 
Benjamin Traff ord, 38, 
both of Eddyville, were 
charged Feb. 4 following a 
search of separate residenc-
es on Ky. 93 South about 10 
miles outside of Eddyville. 
Searches of homes about a 
mile apart yielded a com-
bined 53 grams of meth-
amphetamine; marijuana; 
alprazolam, a prescription 
medication for anxiety dis-
orders; paraphernalia used 
to consume meth; and cash 
believed to be proceeds from 
the sale of illegal drugs, ac-

cording to a release from the 
Kentucky State Police.

A gram of meth current-
ly has a street value of about 
$50, depending on qual-
ity, said Lyon County Sheriff  
Brent White. The 53 grams 
located in the search is a little 
less than 2 ounces and could 
be worth more than $2,500. 
But that is about half the value 
of fi ve years ago, White said.

Staff report

2 Eddyville residents 
charged in drug bust

Allison

Hunter Trafford
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When asked why the aver-
age person should care about 
Asian carp infestation in Ken-
tucky and Barkley lakes, Kevin 
Kelly has a simple answer. The 
local tourism economy.

“It’s not overstated the im-
pact these fi sh have on the 
lakes,” the spokesman for the 
Kentucky Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Resources (KDF-
WR) said last Wednesday, gaz-
ing across Smith Bay on Ken-
tucky Lake at the multi-agency 
eff ort to eradicate the invasive 
species.

Nowhere in Kentucky is 
tourism more important than 
in Lyon County, where 7.2% 
of the economy is attributed to 
tourism. Located on both Ken-
tucky Lake and Lake Barkley, 
local tourism is fueled by the 
millions of visitors to the area 
each year for the fi shing, boat-
ing and other recreational op-

portunities off ered by the lakes 
and Land Between the Lakes. 
It adds more than $30 million 
to the county’s economy, per a 
2019 Kentucky tourism report. 

More than 250 jobs in Lyon 
County are tied to tourism.

Tourism in 2018 accounted 
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Why care about Asian 
carp? The economy
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Ron Brooks, aquatic nuisance species program director for the Kentucky Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Resources, speaks with reporters last Wednesday afternoon during a media 
event at Smith Bay on Kentucky Lake as officials with state and federal agencies, including 
KDFWR spokesman Kevin Kelly (second from left), listen. Multiple agencies are in the middle 
of conducting a new method to corral and remove the invasive Asian carp species from the 
lake.
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A multi-agency effort continues this week on Kentucky Lake 
aimed  at managing the invasive Asian carp population  that 
threatens the $1.2 billion western Kentucky fishing economy. 
Above, a boat outfitted with electrofishing equipment utilizes 
electricity last Wednesday on Smith Bay to stimulate and 
drive the carp into a system of netting that will remove the 
species hundreds of thousands of pounds at a time.


