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This year, the Kentucky De-
partment of Education (KDE) 
switched to a new star-rating 
accountability system which 
is designed to help identify 
which schools are excelling 
and which could use more 
work.

Lyon County Middle School 
was one of only 56 fi ve-star 
schools in the entire state, and 
their score ranks them ninth 
among the state’s 319 middle 
schools.

“Everything that we’re look-
ing at in all this data comes 
down to fi ve days. There is so 
much that goes into a school 
year based off  of that,” said 
Lyon County Middle School 
Principal Drew Taylor. “I 
feel like at a fi ve-star middle 
school the work has got to 
continue to improve… Yes, 
we’re happy, we’ve celebrat-

ed, and now it’s back to work. 
We know what we’re capable 
of. The teachers in that build-
ing, a considerable amount of 
them have been there for an 
extended amount of time, and 
they know what it’s like to be 
successful, and that they want 
to do that.”

“Students are well-aware of 
the hard work that it would 
take to get those results, and 
teachers every day strive for 
that,” he continued. “When I 
go back to those relationships 
that you build throughout the 
year that lead up to those fi ve 
days, when you go back to the 
culture that’s instilled in the 
building that leads up to those 
fi ve days; so much of that is 
crucial when it comes to get-
ting those results. 

“Yes, we are excited. We are 
thrilled to be where we are, 
but at the same point in time 
we know the work that lies 
ahead, and that’s what we’re 

going to strive to do every 
day.”

These tests don’t just ex-
ist as a way to help parents 
choose the best school dis-
tricts for their child. They also 
give school administration 
a gauge for where their stu-
dents are academically, and 
how best to help them grow.

“Right now, the elementary 
is a three star, and we’re right 
in the middle of the bell curve 
statewide on those percent-
ages, and that’s OK, but good 
is not good enough. We want 
to be great,” said Lyon County 
Elementary Principal Amy 
Perdue. “Some of the areas 
that we see that we’re weaker 
in are math and writing, so 
we’ve really been strategic 
about putting our eff orts in 
those two categories, for sure; 
sending teachers to work-
shops and having more verti-
cal alignment with teachers. 

“We have school-wide plans 

from kindergarten to fi fth 
grade, so even if they’re test-
ed in math in third, fourth, 
and fi fth, it’s our K, one, two 
building up for them. And 
writing is only in fi fth grade, 
but they can’t wait until fi fth 
grade to start writing; so just 
making sure we have those 
schoolwide plans in place.”

Perdue said this year they 
have put a new math inter-
ventionist, Leighann Sum-
mers, in place to aid students 
who are performing in the 
bottom 15-percent for math. 

Michelle Austin also remains 
as the elementary school’s 
reading interventionist, and is 
helping them with their new 
guided reading program.

Perdue said the guided 
reading program has already 
proven returns after students 
were evaluated at the end of 
their fi rst nine weeks.

“In kindergarten we start-
ed out with 42-percent be-
low grade level. We’re now 
at 28-percent, just after that 
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LCMS earns top rating 
in KDE star system

Though the community of 
Lyon County is small, its heart 
is not; and that was on full dis-
play on Sunday, Sept. 29, as 
community members and lo-
cal fi rst responders quickly as-
sembled to off er support for a 
local family dealing with child-
hood cancer.

Lyon County student Owen 

Matthews, son of Chase and 
Jennifer Matthews, was re-
cently diagnosed with a ma-
lignant rhabdomyosarcoma 

Staff Report

#OwenTough

The Lake Barkley Chamber 
of Commerce commemorated 
the opening of the new loca-
tion of Izzie’s Boutique and 
Gingerly Styled, at 750 B West 
Fairview Ave., in Eddyville 
with a ribbon cutting Tuesday, 
Oct. 1. 

The store is a joint venture 
of Stephanie Rogers (owner 
of Izzie’s) and Jenni Frank 
(owner of Gingerly Styled). 
Izzie’s has been a staple in the 
community since 2015, hav-
ing started in Princeton before 
moving to Eddyville in 2017, 
and the clothing boutique 
teamed up with home decor 
and gift store, Gingerly Styled, 
earlier this year to off er the 
community a wider selection 
of goods.

The new location is right in 
the heart of Eddyville, next 
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Chamber celebrates the new Izzie’s 
Boutique and Gingerly Styled location

On Monday afternoon, 
Lyon County Judge-Executive 
Wade White announced in 
a press conference that the 
Lyon County Fiscal Court, 
Lyon County Industrial De-
velopment Authority (IDA), 
Kuttawa Mayor Jimmy Camp-
bell, and Eddyville Mayor 
John Choat have joined West 
Kentucky and Tennessee 
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Public input 
needed on 
fiber internet 
project
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Friends of Owen Matthews were waiting by the Five Star to 
welcome their buddy home from Nashville.

Locals, first responders 
welcome Matthews home

Photo by Brittney Meredith-Miller

The Lake Barkley Chamber of Commerce celebrated the opening of the new Izzie’s Bou-
tique and Gingerly Styled location in Eddyville on Oct. 1.

Contributed photo

Lyon County Middle School students smile with a banner cel-
ebrating their five-star rating achievement.

At Monday night’s regu-
lar monthly Eddyville City 
Council meeting, the council 
revisited the fi rst reading of a 
proposed golf cart ordinance, 
which would allow golf carts to 
be driven on city streets with 
heavy restrictions.

City Clerk Lynn Orange said 
there was a procedural error 
in voting on the fi rst reading at 
their September meeting, and 
that their attorney advised it 
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Eddyville City 
Council 
revisits golf 
cart ordinance
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