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NEWS: KHSAA PUSHES BACK SOCCER OPENERS A4

BY STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Gov. Andy Beshear on Mon-
day ordered that bars close 
and restaurants scale back 
indoor service in a new round 
of actions to combat a spike in 
coronavirus cases. On the same 
day, two more coronavirus-re-
lated deaths were reported in 
the Pennyrile Health District, 
including one locally.

Beshear ordered that bars 

close for two weeks, starting 
Tuesday. Restaurants will have 
to limit indoor capacity to 25%, 
though outdoor seating can be 
unlimited if social distancing 
guidelines are followed. Beshear 
stressed that his decisions fol-
low recommendations from 
federal health officials to try to 
reverse the recent trend of esca-
lating COVID-19 cases.

The clampdown comes weeks 

after Kentucky’s bars reopened 
and restaurants were allowed 
to increase indoor capacity to 
50%. But the Bluegrass State has 
been hit by record or near-re-
cord numbers of daily COVID-
19 cases for more than a week.

In defending his actions, the 
governor said: “It’s our state. 
It’s the lives of our people. And 
it’s our economy on the line. I 
believe that we are going to do 

the right thing.”
Beshear also recommend-

ed school districts wait until at 
least the third week of August to 
resume in-person classes to help 
curb the virus’s spread. State 
education officials said Mon-
day it appears that fewer than a 
dozen school districts were plan-
ning to open in-person classes 
before Aug. 17. Lyon County 
Schools had already pushed its 
opening date to Aug. 24.

Beshear reinstates virus restrictions
Latest Lyon COVID-19 death believed to be a KSP inmate

Pennyrile Health District 

COVID-19 cases as of Tuesday 

morning:

- Lyon: 28

- Caldwell: 48

- Trigg: 41

- Crittenden: 23

- Livingston: 33
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BY DARYL K. TABOR
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The start of school in Lyon 
County is less than a month 
away, but uncertainties still swirl, 

Superintendent 
of Schools Russ 
Tilford warned at 
Monday’s regular 
board of education 
meeting.

“We are antici-
pating the start of 
school on Aug. 24,” 
he said, pointing 
to an opening date 

pushed back last week at a special 
board meeting over concerns relat-
ed to the coronavirus pandemic. 
However, “there is some level of 
concern that may or may not hap-
pen based on what happens across 
the state.”

Local educators are planning to 
head back to the classroom to host 
students in-person on the fourth 
Monday of August. The original 
start date was set for Aug. 11.

Though virtual learning at home 
will be permitted for any family 
concerned about the spread of 
the virus, Tilford said fewer than 
20% of families answering a survey 
have indicated they plan to keep 
their children out of the classroom. 
More than three-quarters of Lyon 
County Schools families have 
responded to the survey.

But if the virus continues to 
spread as it has over recent week, 
non-traditional instruction (NTI) 
could be mandated for all 172 pub-
lic school districts in Kentucky just 
as it was to finish out the final two 
months of the spring semester.

“Circumstances may determine 
we’re all on NTI to start the school 
year,” Tilford told board members. 
“So there are some new challeng-
es to look at. We’re now having to 
look at how to transition back to 
in-person if we start with NTI.”

The superintendent said districts 
should know more after state offi-
cials meet Aug. 15 to take a fresh 
look at how to handle the 2020-21 
school year. Until that time, plans 
will continue as is.

Students and staff will have to 
wear a mask when a social dis-
tance of 6 feet cannot be main-
tained. Students will also have 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

As 10-year-old Owen Matthews of Lyon County continues his struggle with terminal cancer, the community stepped up 
efforts to help the family. On Saturday, an all-day Big Ball Benefit Tournament at Lee S. Jones Park in Eddyville raised $18,500 
toward the effort, with an oversize check from Lyon County Diamond Club presented to Matthews’ father, Chase, and his sis-
ter, Sarah Spurlock. The boy continues to recover from an extensive surgery in Nashville, Tennessee, but is hopeful to be home 
Friday for Spurlock’s 18th birthday. See Page A6 for details on another fundraiser for Owen Matthews.

Matthews benefit raises $18,500Tilford 
concerned 
school may 

start on NTI

Russ Tilford

SOCCER DELAYED
A KHSAA decision Tuesday 

pushed the soccer season in 

Lyon Count back almost an 

entire month� Find more on A4.
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The jobless rate continues 
to fall in Lyon County even as 
the spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic has ground 
to a slow creep local-
ly.

Monthly statistics 
released last week by 
the Kentucky Center 
for Statistics show 
the June 2020 unem-
ployment rate in 
Lyon County at 3.4%, 
fourth lowest in the 
state and a decline from 6.7% 
the month prior. The county 
has ranked among the best 
five counties for unemploy-
ment since April.

Despite the economic 
revival, the spread of coro-
navirus in Lyon County has 
slowed dramatically, with 
only eight new cases in the 
last month, fewest in the 
five-county Pennyrile Health 
District. Meantime, case 
numbers and deaths have 
reportedly exploded across 
the state and nation.

Wade White, the coun-
ty’s judge-executive, said 
locals appear “wise, but not 

paralyzed” as the economy 
reopens amid the worst pan-
demic in a century.

“I’m so happy that Lyon 
County is still at the top of 

the list for unem-
ployment. It shows 
our people are will-
ing and wanting to 
go back to work,” he 
said. “I know some 
people have been 
against Lyon County 
opening up to huge 
crowds of visitors, 
but this is what we 

do in Lyon County.”
In fact, no county’s econ-

omy in Kentucky is more 
dependent upon tourism than 
Lyon County’s.

“We are an outdoor com-
munity and people are using 
common sense to keep from 
spreading this virus, and it 
seems to be working,” White 
said Friday, before two new 
cases were reported Mon-
day, including one death, to 
bring the total to 28 cases 
since the pandemic arrived in 
Kentucky March 6. “So far I 
believe what Lyon County is 
doing is working.”

Monday’s reported death 

appears to have been inside 
Kentucky State Penitentiary, 
and two of the other three 
local deaths were from a local 
nursing home. In fact, the 
majority of cases reported in 
Lyon County have been from 
either the prison or nursing 
home.

“I ask everyone to con-
tinue working and heeding 
the suggestions of how not 
to spread this virus,” the 
judge-executive added. “I 
also believe the great Amer-
ican medical community (is) 
on the heels of solving this 
problem for us.”

Meantime, unemployment 
rates fell in 82 Kentucky coun-
ties between June 2019 and 
June 2020, including all those 
surrounding Lyon County. 
However, some economists 
have suggested the lower 
unemployment rates are 

because many people have 
stopped looking for work and 
are no longer counted among 
the labor force.

In June 2019, when Lyon 
County’s jobless rate was 
4.9%, the civilian labor force 
was numbered at 3,354 
strong with 164 people out of 
work. Last month, the labor 
force was 2,925 with 99 resi-
dents looking for work. That 
is a 12.8% decline in the local 
workforce.

Elsewhere, Carlisle County 
recorded the lowest jobless 
rate in the Commonwealth 
last month at 3%, while 
Magoffin County reported 
the state’s highest unemploy-
ment rate at 11.7%.

Kentucky’s county unem-
ployment rates and employ-
ment levels are not seasonal-
ly adjusted because of small 
sample sizes.

Lyon jobless rate, pandemic cases remain low

Wade White

LYON COUNTY UNEMPLOYMENT
Monthly statistics released last week by the Kentucky Center 

for Statistics show the June 2020 unemployment rate in Lyon 
County at 3.4%, fourth lowest in the state and a decline from 
6.7% the month prior� The county has ranked among the best 
five counties for unemployment since April�
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