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Caldwell Medical Center will begin 
administering the Moderna COVID 19 
vaccine from 7:30 to 10:30 a.m. begin-
ning Thursday. The center was designat-
ed a region vaccination site last week.

The vaccination clinic is for Kentucky 
residents who demonstrate residency 
and who are eligible under each phase 
of the state’s vaccine distribution plan. 
“We are currently seeing Phase 1A- 
healthcare workers and Phase 1B, those 
70 and older, first responders, and K-12 
school personnel,” said a spokesperson. 
“As each phase of distribution is com-
pleted, we will then move into Phase 
1C- anyone 60 and older than 16, with 
Centers for Disease Control at highest 
risk for COVID 19 conditions. Those in 
the appropriate category are asked to 
call to get on the waiting list.

“If you have already called and have 
been placed on our waiting list, you do 
not need to call again as we will reach out 
to you,” the spokesperson said. “When 
the vaccine is available and appropriate 
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“We are cautiously opti-
mistic that we can have a 
good season depending on 
the governor’s guidelines,” 
said Sally Whittington, pres-
ident of the Lyon County 
Historical Society. She was 
speaking of reopening Rose 
Hill for tours. Rose Hill is 
the Lyon County Museum, 
and the COVID 19 pandemic 
forced the society to discon-
tinue tours of the old man-
sion.

For more than 30 years, 
the tours have been popu-
lar with tourist groups, his-
torians, genealogists and 
school groups. Though the 
pandemic has prohibited 
the society from gathering 
to catalogue newly donated 
materials, the board has met 
twice. “We’re just in a hold-
ing pattern; we have had two 
board meetings, but other 
than that, we’re just waiting 
until spring,” Whittington 
said. “We’re all hoping to 
have a wonderful season, 
and we have gotten several 
additional groups of artifacts 
— the collection of the New 
Kuttawa plat that belonged 
to Ray Whitaker’s is one.

Whitaker was the city’s 
engineer on the relocation 
project of Kuttawa’s busi-
ness district and more than 
half of its residents. The 
impoundment of Lake Bark-
ley forced the business and 
residential communities to 
relocate in the early 1960s. 
“Ray Whitaker put together 
New Kuttawa,” Whittington 
said. “We were also given 
some things from Thomas 
Ramey’s estate, and just sev-
eral things like that, and we 

need to get those things cat-
alogued.

“We’re just hoping we 
can all get healthy and the 
plague will be over, and we 
can get back to normal,” she 
said. “The older I get, the 
more I think about when I 
didn’t appreciate problems 
I didn’t have. I’d like to be 
back to where we have lots 
of people coming to the 
museum because we could 
have them go for tours, and 
they would enjoy every bit 
of it. I just didn’t count my 
blessings — just thought it 
would always be that way. 
Hu-ah!”

During the ice and snow 
storm last week, Dennis 
Faulkner, a building contrac-
tor and the society’s treasur-
er, has overseen the Beatty 
Center, Whittington said, to 
ensure its water pipes don’t 
freeze. The center, next door 
to Rose Hill, is its welcoming 
site for visitors, and it also 
features several artifacts, 
documents and a school dis-
play.

Rose Hill, has seen 189 
years of history float by its 

front door on the Cumber-
land River. It houses arti-
facts, records, photographs, 
books, papers and furnish-
ings that once belonged to 
Lyon County’s earliest set-
tlers including Matthew 
Lyon and four generations 
of his family. It has operat-
ed under the auspices of the 
Lyon County Historical Soci-
ety since the state deeded 
the property to the society 
in 1980.

Few rural communities 
have a museum that has the 
quality and quantity of arti-
facts that Rose Hill features 
or has the historic standing 
the building itself possess-
es. “That is why its reha-
bilitation was so crucial to 
the county,” said one local 
historian after the society 
received a $500,000 grant 
four years ago to stabilize it.

Rose Hill is Lyon Coun-
ty’s oldest structure built in 
1832 by Robert Livingston 
Cobb, grandfather of famed 
humorist Irvan Shrewsbury 
Cobb. It is the centerpiece of 
Old Eddyville’s historic dis-
trict listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places. 
It stands like a 19th century 
grand lady on the banks of 
Lake Barkley, after construc-
tion of Barkley Dam created 
the lake on the Cumberland 
River in the mid-1960s.

“That building is such a 
teaching tool, and it’s just 
such a part of who we are 
and what we have been,” 
Whittington said shor t-
ly after renovation began. 
“I love it when children or 
teenagers tour … and they 
can see some of what used 
to be that has nothing to do 
with an iPod or a phone — 
nothing to do with any elec-
tronic device. I just love to 
watch the wheels turn in 
their heads. We can see it in 
their eyes that they are real-
ly taking it all in.”

Whittington, a retired 
teacher, guides many tours 
at Rose Hill explaining the 
meaning of artifacts, pho-
tographs and furnishings. 
Students as well as tour-
ists are often fascinated 
by the changes the cities 
of Eddyville and Kuttawa 
have undergone in the 
last half centur y. “They 
are intrigued with the fact 
that we have photographs 
of a town with stores and 
people milling around and 
about,” Whittington said. 
“Then they look out an 
upstairs window and there 
is nothing there but water 
and a street (Water Street) 
that goes down into the 
lake and disappears. It’s 
difficult for them to wrap 
minds around it — the 
fact that there used to be 
homes and businesses 
there. The remark that I 
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The 33rd annual Western Ken-
tucky Evangelism Conference on 
March 1 will focus on the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention’s “Gos-
pel to Every Home” (GETH) ini-
tiative, and will feature a lineup 
of speakers familiar to Kentucky 
Baptists.

The day-long event, with ses-
sions starting at 9 a.m., 1:30 p.m. 
and 6 p.m., will be hosted by 
Southside Baptist Church in 
Princeton and sponsored by the 
Caldwell-Lyon Baptist Associa-
tion, led by director of missions 
Rick Reeder.

Kyle Noffsinger, pastor of 
Southside, noted the schedule 
has changed this year — five 
of the six speakers will preach 
one sermon while an out-of-state 
guest will preach twice.

The conference is intended 
to help fuel Kentucky Baptists’ 
evangelism efforts, including 
the statewide GTEH initiative to 

place the gospel in the hands of 
more than 1.7 million homes in 
Kentucky. Local associations are 
working with the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention to help church-
es adopt homes and then reach 
them with the good news of 
Jesus Christ. Many of the more 
than 2,300 Kentucky Baptist 
churches have adopted neigh-
borhoods to make sure every 
home is covered.

Speakers during the 9 a.m. ses-
sion are:

• Kenny Rager has held the 
position of evangelism strate-
gist for the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention since June, 2019. A 
former pastor, he most recently 
planted a church in Owensboro 
prior to taking the KBC post. He 
has served as a coach for KBC 
church planers. A resident of 
Elizabethtown, he has a bache-
lor’s degree from Campbellsville 
University, master’s degree from 
Liberty University and doctor-
ate from The Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary. He also 
has held the office of first vice 
president of the KBC. He and his 
wife, Taryn, have four children.

• Tim Beougher is the Billy 
Graham professor of evangelism 
and church growth in the Billy 
Graham School of Missions, 
Evangelism and Ministry at The 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, where he also serves 
as associate dean. He pastors 
West Broadway Baptist Church 
in Louisville. Prior to his work at 
Southern, he served six years 
at Wheaton College as assistant 
professor of evangelism and 

associate director of the Institute 
of Evangelism at the Billy Gra-
ham Center. He has written and 
edited numerous works related 
to evangelism, discipleship and 
spiritual awakening. He also has 
ministry experience as an inter-
im pastor, church planter and 
evangelist.

He has a bachelor’s degree 
from Kansas State, master’s from 
Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary and doctorate 
from Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School.

He and his wife, Sharon, have 
five children and six grandchil-

dren.
• Kara Blackard is a retired 

pastor now serving as staff evan-
gelist at Wheeler Grove Baptist 
Church in Corinth, Miss. He is a 
frequent speaker at conferences 
and revivals across the south.

Speakers during the 1 p.m. 
session are…

• Todd Gray is executive 
director-treasurer of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention. He 
grew up in nearby Lamasco and 
on Aug. 1, 2019, was elected to 
lead KBC, the state’s large prot-
estant denomination. He is the 
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Along with 760,000 members across 
the nation, Lyon County FFA Chap-
ter is celebrating National FFA week 
through Saturday. The National FFA 
Organization was founded 93 years ago 
as the Future Farmers of America and 
carried that name until 1988 when it 
was changed to “represent the growing 
diversity of agriculture.”

Originally it was a young men’s 
organization. Today it is co-ed and 
very much in tune with up-to-the-min-
ute technology and farming based on 
science, world affairs and needs.

FFA week is “a time to share what the 

‘Gospel to Every Home’ is theme for evangelism conference in Princeton
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Historical society optimistic 
Rose Hill can reopen to tours 
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Rose Hill — The Lyon County Museum — stands on Water 
Street high above the waters of Lake Barkley and is the 
centerpiece of Old Eddville’s Historic District.
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