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NEWS: TIME TO ‘FALL BACK’ AS DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS SUNDAY A2

BY PAUL SCHAUMBURG
HERALD LEDGER

G.L. Ovey, who served 27 years 
as commonwealth attorney for the 
56th Circuit, from 1988-2014, has 
been appointed as a special justice 
to the Supreme Court of Kentucky 
to rule on one particular case.

“I received a call from the board 
of appointments for the governor, 
asking if I would consider being 
a special justice on the Supreme 
Court for a case,” Ovey recalled 
recently. “I said, ‘Well, sure, if I 
can help in any way, I’m honored 
that the governor would think of 
me.’ ”

On Sept. 2, Ovey received an 
order Gov. Andy Beshear signed, 
appointing him and an attorney 
from Manchester. Two justices 
had conflicts of interest in the 
case, one of whom is Shea Nickell, 
who had dealt with the case as a 
member of the Court of Appeals. 
The two temporary appointments 
raised the number of justices to a 
court of seven.

Ovey began to receive paper-
work, detailing the facts and opin-
ions of the case. “So, basically, I had 
to go back to school, a little bit,” he 
said recently. “Keep in mind that 
when I was commonwealth attor-
ney, the last several years, I was a 
full-time commonwealth attorney, 
which means I did not engage in 
any kind of civil practice. And, 
the case we were appointed on as 
Supreme Court justices was a civil 
case. So, I had to do a little bit of 
reading (because) I wanted to do a 
proper job.”

Ovey appointed special justice for 1 case
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G.L. Ovey takes the oath of office as a special justice of the Supreme Court of Kentucky 
in a recent ceremony. Gov. Andy Beshear appointed him to join the court to rule on one 
specific case, replacing a regular justice, due to a conflict of interest. Ovey for 27 years 
served as commonwealth attorney of the 56th Circuit, which includes Lyon, Livingston, 
Caldwell, and Trigg counties. His daughter, Carrie Ovey-Wiggins, attended the ceremony 
and took this photograph. She also succeeded him as commonwealth attorney of the 
56th Circuit.
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The Ashwood Solar I project 
is entering the final phases of 
its years-long development pro-
cess. Completing construction 
of the highly anticipated power 
plant is expected in little more 
than two years. By late 2022, 
some 86 megawatts of electric-
ity are expected to beam out 
from 200,000 solar panels on 
800 Lyon County acres to light 
up 14,000 homes in communi-
ties far and wide.

The facility will sit on land 
adjacent to, and in close prox-
imity to, the Western Kentucky 
Correctional Complex near Fre-
donia. RWE Renewables, the 

parent company, currently is 
working to complete the Ken-
tucky State Siting Board’s per-
mitting process, according to 
Craig Sundstrom, RWE’s direc-
tor of government and regulato-
ry affairs.

RWE calls itself “one of the 
world’s largest providers of 
solar, battery storage, onshore 
and of fshore wind opera-
tions,” said Joshua McNeely, 
RWE’s vice-president for sales 
and marketing. The company 
has developed and construct-
ed more than 300 large-scale, 
solar photovoltaic plants world-
wide. Photovoltaic, or PV, mod-
ules convert light directly into 
electricity.

The company says i t ’s 
“active in more than 15 coun-
tries and is one the larg-
est electric utilities in the 
world.” It has signed whole-
sale contracts to sell the 
electricity the L yon Coun-
ty project generates to the 
Kentucky Municipal Ener-
gy Agency and Owensboro 
Municipal Utilities.

“RWE generally engages 
a specialized construction 
contractor to oversee the 
building of the project and it 
is industry practice that our 
general contractor will look 
to hire local labor as much 
as reasonably possible,” said 
Sundstrom. “Once permitting 

is complete, it will move into 
the construction phase.”

A combination of factors 
makes L yon County ideal, 
R WE of f icials  say.  That 
includes access to Louisville 
Gas and Electric Company 
overhead power lines, from 
that Louisville-based, regulated 
electric and natural gas utili-
ty, serving Louisville and 16 
surrounding counties. Lexing-
ton-based Kentucky Utilities 
provides electricity to 77 Ken-
tucky counties.

Other positive factors include 
relatively flat, open land along 
U.S. Highway 641 and landown-
ers eager to participate. The 
project also was developed spe-

cifically to address the increase 
in regional demand for renew-
ables from local municipal 
power companies.

“The declining costs and 
improved efficiencies of solar 
technology have made it much 
more cost-competitive with con-
ventional fuels, which means 
solar development in new loca-
tions is becoming increasing-
ly possible,” Sundstrom said. 
“This shift gives us the oppor-
tunity to deliver clean, emis-
sions-free power and generate 
new local revenue in areas like 
western Kentucky at rates com-
petitive with other traditional 
types of electric generation.”

Solar power plant expected to operate in 2022
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All in-person voting in Lyon 
County on Election Day, Tues-
day, Nov. 3, takes place on the 
Lyon County Schools campus, as 
previously announced by Lyon 
County Clerk Lori Duff. In-per-
son “early voting” concludes 
Monday, Nov. 2, and absentee 
mail-in ballots will be counted, 
if postmarked by Nov. 3 and 
received in the clerk’s office by 
Nov. 6.

Each registered voter’s nor-
mal location to cast a ballot 
determines at which of the three 
schools that individual may vote 
on Election Day. Lyon County 
has six regular voting precincts. 
They include the Lamasco Bap-
tist Church Fellowship Hall, 
the Lyon County Port Author-
ity, the Lyon County Rescue 
Squad building, the Lyon Coun-
ty Library, the American Legion 
building in Kuttawa, and the 
Fire District No. 2 building in 
Suwanee.

A banner placed above the 
lobby door of each school indi-
cates those precincts voting at 
that location. The three schools 
are Lyon County elementary, 
middle, and high schools. Any-
one unsure of his or her specific 
precinct may phone the county 
clerk’s office in advance at 270-
388-2331.

In-person 
voting to take 
place at Lyon 

County Schools

Paul Schaumburg/Herald Ledger

Robert “Bobby” Parker (right), of Kuttawa, confers with Lyon County Board 
of Education attorney Marvin Lee Watson at the board’s October meeting. 
Watson administered the oath of office to Parker, who replaces Brad Richie. 
Richie recently moved outside District 4, which Parker now represents. 

Parker joins Board of Education
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“The Veterans Pro-
gram” begins its third 
decade of annual celebra-
tions with a unique loca-
tion and format, due to 
COVID-19 precautions. 
The drive-through tee-
shirt give-away for all vet-
erans and active duty mili-
tary is Friday, Nov. 6, from 
1- 3 p.m., at the pavilion in 
Kuttawa Center.

“We cannot risk having 
a luncheon and 350 peo-
ple together in a crowd-
ed room,” but we didn’t 
want to just skip it,” said 
Terrie White. She started 
the event in the year 2000, 

while teaching four th 
grade at L yon County 
Elementary School. Since 
retiring in 2012, she’s 
continued to participate 
in leading the event each 
year.

“It’s ‘The Veterans Pro-
gram,’ that’s the name of 
it,” she said recently. It was 
close to Veterans’ Day and 
she stopped by her par-
ents’ home in Calvert City 
after school one day. Her 
father, the late Ray Foust, 
Jr., was a U.S. Marine vet-
eran. That day, he had 
prepared a large platter of 
sandwiches.

“You’re hungr y after 
school and I  asked, 

‘What’s that for?’ ” White 
remembers. “He said he 
was taking them down to 
the veterans at the Amer-
ican Legion. So, I asked 
how my little fourth grad-
ers and I could help.”

White  retur ned to 
school,  enlisting her 
own students in the proj-
ect and also her fellow 
four th grade teachers. 
“One of the little boys’ 
aunt made a cake with 
a flag on it and we got 
drinks and cookies and 
we put an article in the 
local paper, saying we 
were going to have this 
reception,” she said. 

‘The Veterans Program’ features 
drive-through t-shirt giveaway
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