
Shirley Marie Adkins,

age 81, of Bristol, Va.,

passed away on Saturday,

June 27, 2020, at NHC of

Bristol.

She was born

November 11, 1938 in

Bristol, Tenn., a daughter

of the late Fredrick Mack

and Lottie Oliver Widner.

Shirley was a lifelong

resident of the Bristol

and Abingdon areas. She

was of the Baptist faith. In addition to her parents,

she was preceded in death by a daughter, Jane Ann

Widner; grandson, Wesley Otey; one sister and several

brothers.

Survivors include her husband, Charley Adkins;

children, Carolyn Henson, Carl Otey Jr., Freddy Otey

and wife Debbie, Kathy P. Otey, and Danny Otey and

wife Brenda; grandchildren, Brooklyn Otey, Davy

C. Otey, Willis Cox and Keeshia Cox; eight great

grandchildren; brother, Alvin Widner; niece, Phyllis; and

very special sister-in-law, Pat.

The funeral service will be held at 2 p.m. on

Wednesday, July 1, 2020, in the Weaver Funeral Home

Chapel with Roger Mullins officiating. The family will

receive friends from 1 until 2 p.m. prior to the service.

Interment will follow the service at Crumley Cemetery.

Pallbearers will be family and friends. Honorary

pallbearer will be Davy Otey.

Online condolences may be registered at www.

weaverfuneralhome.net. Arrangements have been

made with Weaver Funeral Home and Cremation

Services.

Shirley Marie

Adkins

CASTLEWOOD, Va.

Clarence “Butch”

Ball, 78, died on Sunday,

June 28, 2020, at his

home. He was a former

supervisor for Russell

County for 12 years and

a mine inspector for 35

years. He was a deacon of

Castlewood Presbyterian

Church.

He was born in

Trammel, Virginia, son of

the late Reed and Alice Long Ball. He was preceded in

death by his first wife, Judith Ball; one brother, Billy

Ball; and one sister, Delores King.

He is survived by his wife, Brenda Laney Ball;

three sons, Marcus Eugene Ball and wife, Monica of

Abingdon, Virginia, Matthew Ball and wife, Allison of

Castlewood, Virginia, and Clarence Ethan Ball and wife,

Kaitlyn Lebanon, Virginia; one brother, Jim Ball and

wife, Linda of Castlewood, Virginia; one step-daughter,

Autumn Boegemann of Charleston, South Carolina; six

grandchildren, Jenna Ball, Lilly Pennington (Ball), Jonah

Ball, Lydia Judith Ball, John-Luke Ball, and Jacob Ball;

one step-granddaughter, Llylianna Karsu Bacon; and

several nieces and nephews.

Following the COVID-19 restrictions set forth by

the Governor of Virginia face-covering requirements

and social distancing, a Celebration of Life service for

Clarence “Butch” Ball will be conducted at 7 p.m. on

Thursday, July 2, 2020, in Castlewood Funeral Home

Chapel in Castlewood, Virginia with the Rev. Willie Ellis

officiating.

The family will receive friends from 5 until 7 p.m. on

Thursday, July 2, 2020, in Castlewood Funeral Home in

Castlewood, Virginia following the same restrictions. A

Radio Broadcast of the Celebration of Life Service will

be available on Castlewood Funeral Home parking lot

on 88.9 FM while being able to stay in your vehicle.

Online condolences may be sent to the Ball family

through our website at www.castlewoodfuneralhome.

com. Castlewood Funeral Home is in charge of the

arrangements.

Clarence “Butch”

Ball
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Ann “Mae Mae”

Hartsock McCroskey, age

74, of Bristol, Tenn., went

to be with the Lord on

Saturday, June 27, 2020,

at Bristol Regional Medical

Center.

The funeral service

will be held at 7 p.m.

on Tuesday, June 30,

2020, at Parkway

Baptist Worship Center,

1253 Volunteer Pkwy, Bristol, Tenn., with Pastor

Gary Montgomery, Bro. Matthew Stewart and Jerry

Feathers officiating. The family will receive friends

from 5 until 6:45 p.m. prior to the service. Interment

will be held at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, July 1, 2020,

at Glenwood Cemetery. A procession of family and

friends will leave Weaver Funeral Home at 1:30 p.m. to

the cemetery. Online condolences may be registered

at www.weaverfuneralhome.net. Arrangements have

been made with Weaver Funeral Home and Cremation

Services.

Ann “Mae

Mae” Hartsock

McCroskey

CHILHOWIE, Va.

Richard “Rick” Earl

Powers, age 62, passed

away on Saturday, June

27, 2020, at his home in

Chilhowie, Va.

Rick was born in

Smyth County, Va. and

was preceded in death

by his father, Earl Gaither

Powers; his sister,

Angela Faye Powers; his

brother, Edward Powers;

grandson, Jayden Kenneth

Butterworth; and a great-

niece, Alisha Faye White.

He served in the United

States Army and worked at Brunswick for several

years. He enjoyed fishing and the Chilhowie Warriors

sports.

Survivors include, his mother, Shirley J. Powers; his

children, Chrystal Renee Butterworth and husband,

Jay, Adondia Michelle Mullen and husband, Jacob; his

brothers, James Garfield Powers, Mark Allen Powers

and wife, Martha, Chad Edward Powers and David Lee

Powers and Johna; sister, Cindy Heath and husband

Jim; grandchildren, Easton Butterworth, Rayleigh

Mullen, Kaileigh Mullen; nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be held at 6 p.m. on

Wednesday, July 1, 2020, at the Bradley’s Funeral

Chapel in Chilhowie with the Reverend Billy Owens

and the Reverend Ernie Powers officiating. The

family will receive friends on Wednesday from 5 to

6 p.m. prior to services. Full military honors will be

rendered by the Francis Marion V.F.W. Post 4667.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to the family at

www.bradleysfh.com. Bradley’s Funeral Chapel and

Crematory is serving the Powers family.

Richard “Rick” Earl

Powers

Please join us for a graveside service to celebrate

the life of Pamela Bradley Whitman, who died on

Wednesday, April 1, 2020. We will gather together at

11 a.m. on Friday, July 10, 2020 ,at Knollkreg Memorial

Park to remember Pam, who will be greatly missed.

Please bring your fondest memories of Pam to share

with family and friends.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorial

donations be made to the Alzheimer’s Association, 225

N. Michigan Ave., Fl. 17, Chicago, IL 60601.

‘We get no choice. If we love, we grieve.”

Frost Funeral Home and Cremation Services, 250 E.

Main St., Abingdon, VA 24210 is honored to serve the

Whitman family.

Pamela Whitman

ONLINE

To have the Herald Courier’s obituaries delivered
to your inbox daily, log on to HeraldCourier.com
and sign up for our obituary newsletter. Obituaries

are also now available on the Herald Courier mobile app. Look
for it on Google Play for Android and the App Store for Apple.

looking for the possibility of
sites to locate the first pro-
duction facilities,” Critchfield
said during the call.

The technology would al-
low a business to capture a
pollutant like carbon dioxide
and then resell it as raw ma-
terial. All of the targeted pol-
lutants have commercial ap-
plications.

This product is of particu-
lar interest to high-emission
industries such as livestock
farming, fossil fuel energy
production, chemical pro-
duction and other industries
that consume substantial
amounts of energy produced
from carbon-based fuels, ac-
cording to the company.

“Imagine a device placed in
poultry or swine facility that
eliminates any odors caused
by methane and hydrogen
sulfide, or imagine a device
placed on an energy produc-
tion facility that eliminates
the need to capture pollut-
ants and store them in bags,”
Critchfield said. “That is our
technology. We believe there
are multiple opportunities for
strategic partnerships to both
deploy our technology and to
further customize our chemi-
cal sorbent compounds.”

The filters use various sor-
bents, including sand, to cap-
ture the pollutants, Director
of Technology Development

Matt Gullota said.
“We can capture gaseous

and particulate matter con-
taminants, and we can sepa-
rate them,” Gullota said.
“CO2 [is] separated from ni-
trous oxide or sulfur dioxide.
We then take that sorbent
and regenerate it so we can
reuse the solid sorbent and
harvest those pollutants. By
harvesting those pollutants
and selling them back to in-
dustry, we take down the cost
of filtration, providing a very
economical system to cap-
ture contaminants.”

Gullota said MOVA current-
ly has two projects underway,
and both are expected to be
implemented by 2022.

“Deploying MOVA’s pollu-
tion filtration technology will
help us better position South-
west Virginia as the energy
innovation capital of the East
Coast,” said Will Payne, direc-
tor of Southwest Virginia En-
ergy Research and Develop-
ment Authority and project
lead for InvestSWVA. “We are
excited to partner with MOVA
to site a pilot-scale project
right here in our backyard
that has the potential to not
only sustain jobs and tax rev-
enues for legacy industries
but also create new job and
investment opportunities
that are not being utilized in
Appalachia today.”

dmcgee@bristolnews.com
276-645-2532

Twitter: @DMcGeeBHC
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confirmed without a shadow
of doubt before it is pre-
sented to senior government
decision-makers. McEnany
declined to say why a differ-
ent standard of confidence
in the intelligence applied
to briefing lawmakers than
bringing the information to
the president.

Republicans who were in
the briefing expressed alarm
about Russia’s activities in Af-
ghanistan.

Rep. Michael McCaul,
the ranking member of the
House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, and Rep. Adam Kinz-
inger were in the briefing
Monday led by Director of
National Intelligence John
Ratcliffe, White House chief
of staff Mark Meadows and
National Security Adviser
Robert O’Brien. McCaul and
Kinzinger said in a statement
that lawmakers were told
“there is an ongoing review
to determine the accuracy of
these reports.”

“If the intelligence review
process verifies the reports,
we strongly encourage the
Administration to take swift
and serious action to hold the
Putin regime accountable,”
they said.

Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo.,
and Texas Rep. Mac Thorn-
berry, the top Republican on
the House Armed Services
Committee, said, “After to-
day’s briefing with senior
White House officials, we re-
main concerned about Rus-
sian activity in Afghanistan,
including reports that they
have targeted U.S. forces.”

On CNN, House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi confirmed the
timing of the Democratic
briefing but said “it’s no sub-
stitute for what they owe
the Congress of the United
States.” She said “this is as se-
rious as it gets.”

She speculated that Trump
wasn’t briefed “because they
know it makes him very un-
happy, and all roads for him,
as you know, lead to Putin.
And would he tell Putin what
they knew?”

McEnany, for her part, re-
peatedly stressed that the al-
legations had not been con-
firmed.

“There is no consensus
within the intelligence com-
munity on these allegations,

and in effect there are dis-
senting opinions from some
in the intelligence communi-
ty with regards to the veracity
of what’s being reported, and
the veracity of the underly-
ing allegations continue to be
evaluated,” she said.

The intelligence assess-
ments came amid Trump’s
push to withdraw the U.S.
from Afghanistan. They sug-
gested Russia was making
overtures to militants as the
U.S. and the Taliban held talks
to end the long-running war.
The assessment was first re-
ported by The NewYork Times,
then confirmed to The Associ-
ated Press by American intelli-
gence officials and two others
with knowledge of the matter.

Republican Sen. John
Cornyn told reporters Mon-
day, “I don’t think it should be
a surprise to anybody that the
Taliban’s been trying to kill
Americans and that the Rus-
sians have been encouraging
that, if not providing means
to make that happen.”

He added, “Intelligence
committees have been
briefed on that for months.
So has Nancy Pelosi, so has
(Democratic Senate leader)
Chuck Schumer. So, this is,
this is ... more leaks and par-
tisanship.”

While Russian meddling in
Afghanistan isn’t new, offi-
cials said Russian operatives
became more aggressive in
their desire to contract with
the Taliban and members of
the Haqqani Network, a mili-
tant group aligned with the
Taliban in Afghanistan and
designated a foreign terrorist
organization in 2012.

The intelligence commu-
nity has been investigating an
April 2019 attack on an Ameri-
can convoy that killed three
U.S. Marines after a car rigged
with explosives detonated
near their armored vehicles as
they traveled back to Bagram
Airfield, the largest U.S. mili-
tary installation in Afghani-
stan, officials told the AP.

Three other U.S. service
members were wounded in
the attack, along with an Af-
ghan contractor. The Taliban
claimed responsibility for the
attack on Twitter. The offi-
cials the AP spoke to also said
they were looking closely at
insider attacks — sometimes
called “green-on-blue” inci-
dents — from 2019 to deter-
mine if they are also linked to
Russian bounties.
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Florida site of GOP convention orders wearing of masks
The Associated Press

The city of Jacksonville, Florida, where
mask-averse President Donald Trump
plans to accept the Republican nomi-
nation in August, ordered the wearing of
face coverings Monday, joining the list
of state and local governments reversing
course to try to beat back a resurgence
of the coronavirus.

Less than a week after Mayor Lenny
Curry said there would be no mask
requirement, city officials announced
that coverings must be worn “where
individuals cannot socially distance.”

White House spokeswoman Kayleigh
McEnany responded by saying the
president’s advice is to “do whatever
your local jurisdiction requests of you.”

Trump has refused to wear a mask
during visits to states and businesses
that require them.

In recent weeks, the Republicans
moved some of the convention pageant-
ry to Jacksonville after Democratic Gov.
Roy Cooper of North Carolina objected to
the holding of a large gathering in Char-
lotte without social distancing measures.


