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BRISTOL RHYTHM & ROOTS REUNION

If You Go: Sunday Schedule
» What: 19th annual Bristol
Rhythm & Roots Reunion
» Where: Downtown Bristol
» Who: Jim Lauderdale, Folk Soul
Revival, Ray Wylie Hubbard, Russell
Moore & IIIrd Tyme Out
» When: Gates open at 10 a.m.;
music noon- 7 p.m.
» Tickets: $75, children 12 and
under admitted free

For More Information
» www.birthplaceofcountrymusic.
org/festival/

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Thousands of music fans fill State Street and the surrounding downtown area on Saturday during the 19th annual Rhythm & Roots Reunion.
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Belle Plaine and her husband and bass player, Blake Berglund, perform Saturday
on the Piedmont stage during the 19th annual Rhythm & Roots Reunion.
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Dillon Carmichael (left) performs with his band Saturday
at the 19th annual Bristol Rhythm & Roots Reunion.

Savoring the sounds

Thousands of fans sample array of music,
food at 19th annual downtown festival

Dems
blast
latest
Trump
crisis

BY LISA MASCARO
and STEVE PEOPLES

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A whis-
tleblower’s complaint over
President Donald Trump’s
interactions with a foreign
leader is testing the political
and practical power Demo-
crats can use against a Re-
publican in the White House
who so brazenly ignores
protocol and presidential
norms.

Democrats were unani-
mous in their condemna-
tion of Trump for going to
extraordinary lengths to tear
down a chief political rival
by asking the new leader of
Ukraine to investigate the
son of former Vice President
Joe Biden. But even as calls
for impeachment amplified
— Elizabeth Warren blasted
Congress as “complicit” in
Trump’s transgressions —
there were no signs that
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
would move quickly to try to
remove the president.

Allies of Biden, the early
front-runner in the Demo-
cratic presidential primary,
seized on the developments
to portray him as the can-
didate Trump least wants to
face next fall.

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

D
illon Carmichael adjusted his
sunglasses, stepped toward the
Piedmont stage microphone and

belted out the chorus of “Turn the Page,”
Bob Seger’s rock anthem to life on the road,
in his booming baritone voice, as a sun-
drenched, appreciative crowd sang and
swayed along.

Downtown Bristol was cooking Saturday —
from afternoon temperatures in the mid-80s,
to powerful stage shows around virtually
every corner to the nearly endless array of
tasty options served up by food vendors from
one end of State Street to another. Day two
of the 19th annual Bristol Rhythm & Roots
went into the books with thousands of music
fans sampling the sounds and tastes of the

downtown music festival from midday to
midnight.

Although held in the birthplace of country
music, the audio lineup is not just country
— Americana, folk, jazz, rock, bluegrass and
some sounds so unique they defy character-
ization.

The downtown music festival has long
been known as fertile ground for aspiring
young musicians to display their chops be-
fore large, appreciative crowds of discerning
music fans. Much like the 1927 Bristol Ses-
sions — which the festival was established

See RHYTHM, Page A4
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