
TUESDAY, May 21, 2019 HeraldCourier.com 147th Year | $1.50

TRUTH. ACCURACY. FAIRNESS.

Southwest Virginia-Northeast Tennessee The Birthplace of Country Music ® 2010 Pulitzer Prize for Public Service

INDEXThank you,
Keith Liskey,

for subscribing
to the Bristol

Herald Courier.

CLASSIFIEDS ................ B8-B10
COMICS.................................B6
DEATHS........................... A2-A3
OPINION................................A8
TELEVISION .......................... B7

84
25,679.90

MARKET
SUMMARY

» A6

REGION

City to consider
flexible-use zoning

districts » A5

D
O
W

Weather » A10

81/58

Voters head to polls in Sullivan County
BY LURAH SPELL

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Today is Election Day in Bristol,
Bluff City and Kingsport.

In Bristol, six candidates are run-
ning for two at-large City Council
seats, and five candidates are seek-
ing two Board of Education seats.
City Council members Jack Young
and Michelle Denise aren’t running
for reelection.

A Juvenile Court clerk is also on the
ballot, but there are no candidates, so
if a write-in candidate isn’t qualified,
City Council will appoint someone.

In Bluff City, eight candidates
are running for three seats on the
Board of Mayor and Aldermen, in-
cluding incumbents Sandra Madi-
son and Eric Ward.

In Kingsport, a mayor will be
elected from five candidates. Three
aldermen and three Board of Edu-
cation seats are also on the ballot.

Sullivan County Administrator
of Elections Jason Booher predicts
total voter turnout, including early
voting, will be 9-11% in Bristol,
27-29% in Bluff City and 19-21%
in Kingsport. During early voting

from May 1-16, 775 votes were cast
in Bristol, 74 in Bluff City and 2,716
in Kingsport.

“After the conclusion of early vot-
ing, we are on track to be very close
to the projected total turnout for
each of the three municipal elec-
tions,” Booher said. “There are
many variables in predicting voter
turnout, including the weather and
the unknown number of undecided
voters that wait until Election Day.”

Booher encourages voters to get
to the polls today, which are open
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

“Local elections are just as, if not
more, important as national elec-
tions,” he said.“Local elected officials
determine property tax rates and the
manner in which not only local but
a significant percentage of state and
federal tax dollars are spent.”

Today’s forecast calls for lots of
sunshine with highs in the lower
80s, but humidity will make tem-
peratures feel closer to 90 degrees.

lspell@bristolnews.com
276-645-2511

Twitter: @BHC_Lurah
Facebook.com/lurah.lowery

Polls open
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Don’t know where to vote?
» Visit tnmap.tn.gov/
voterlookup to see what voting
precinct you’re registered in.
» Then go to www.scelect.org/
2019municipalvotinglocations.
pdf to view poll locations.

Questions?
» Call the Sullivan County
Election Commission Office at
423-323-6444.

THS SENIORWALK

M
embers of the

Tennessee

High School

Class of 2019 took part

in the fourth annual

Senior Walk on Monday

morning. The walk allows

graduating seniors the

chance to wear their caps

and gowns and return

to their elementary and

middle schools. Pictured,

seniors are greeted by

the current students and

teachers as they walk

down the halls of Avoca

Elementary School. The

seniors then rejoined and

walked together to Vance

Middle School. See more

photos of the walk at

HeraldCourier.com.
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Reports: Iran
quadruples its
production of
enricheduranium

BY NASSER KARIMI

and JON GAMBRELL
The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran qua-
drupled its uranium-enrich-
ment production capacity
amid tensions with the U.S.
over Tehran’s atomic pro-
gram, nuclear officials said
Monday, just after President
Donald Trump and Iran’s for-
eign minister traded threats
and taunts on Twitter.

Iranian officials made a
point to stress that the ura-
nium would be enriched
only to the 3.67% limit set
under the 2015 nuclear deal
with world powers, making it
usable for a power plant but
far below what’s needed for
an atomic weapon.

But by increasing produc-
tion, Iran soon will go beyond
the stockpile limitations set
by the accord. Tehran has set
a July 7 deadline for Europe to
come up with new terms for
the deal, or it will enrich clos-

er to weapons-grade levels
in a Middle East already on
edge. The Trump administra-
tion has deployed bombers
and an aircraft carrier to the
region over still-unspecified
threats from Iran.

Already this month, officials
in the United Arab Emirates al-
leged that four oil tankers were
damaged in a sabotage attack;
Yemeni rebels allied with Iran
launched a drone attack on an
oil pipeline in Saudi Arabia;
and U.S. diplomats relayed a
warning that commercial air-
lines could be misidentified by
Iran and attacked, something
dismissed by Tehran.

$15 minimum wage becomes part
of 2020 presidential landscape

BY NICHOLAS RICCARDI
The Associated Press

From liberal firebrands Bernie Sand-
ers and Elizabeth Warren to moder-
ates Joe Biden and John Hickenlooper,
nearly the entire 2020 Democratic
presidential field agrees that the fed-
eral minimum wage should be more
than doubled, to $15 an hour.

That near-unanimity reflects the
success of an unorthodox campaign
by the Service Employees Interna-
tional Union called the Fight for 15.
It launched in 2012 to help nonunion
McDonald’s workers who walked off
their jobs as cooks and servers agitate

for a then-unthinkable $15 minimum
wage. Now, according to the National
Employment Law Project, one-third of
the country will have a $15 minimum
wage as gradual increases in bedrock
Democratic states like California, Il-
linois and New York kick in over the
coming years.

Ernie Tedeschi, an analyst at Ever-
core ISI, calculated the de facto na-
tional minimum wage at a historic
high of $12 an hour when accounting
for a flurry of recent city and statewide
increases. Officially, the federal mini-
mum wage is still $7.25 an hour.

Other than the sudden jump on wag-

es and its hold in the Democratic pri-
mary, the Fight for 15 is also showcas-
ing a different form of labor organizing
as traditional union membership has
dwindled.

“The labor movement is reinvent-
ing themselves as a new civil rights
movement by helping workers in ways
beyond collective bargaining,” said
Gary Chaison, an industrial relations
professor at Clark University in Massa-
chusetts. “This may be the last national
political contest for the unions. A loss
means the loss of relevancy as a work-

Persian Gulf Tensions

MASS COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST 3RD CLASS JEFF SHERMAN/U.S. NAVY VIA AP

In this Sunday photo released by the U.S. Navy, the fast
combat support ship USNS Arctic transports cargo to the
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln during a
replenishment-at-sea operation in the Arabian Sea.
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