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More than 153,000 acres of
land across Southwest Virgin-
ia are now part of The Nature
Conservancy’s Cumberland
Forest Project, the group an-
nounced Monday.

“This new project is just tre-
mendously exciting,” said Brad
Kreps, 44, the Clinch Valley
program director for The Na-
ture Conservancy in Abingdon,
Virginia. “It’s a large property.
And, for us, it’s a big scale-up
for our conservation work in
Southwest Virginia.”

The three-state Cumberland
Forest Project is part of a part-
nership with investors, allow-
ing The Nature Conservancy
to manage forested mountains
and 700 miles of headwater

streams in ways that can con-
serve land yet also afford op-
portunities for logging and best
land-use practices, Kreps said.

“We have organized this
partnership, and we are going
to be the management for this
land,” he said.

Monday’s announcement
follows an earlier one in April,
when The Nature Conservancy
began managing 100,000 acres
of land in both Kentucky and
Tennessee, lying just west of —
and connected to — the Cum-
berland Gap National Histori-
cal Park.

“In both cases, the proper-
ties have recreational access,”
Kreps said. “This creates op-
portunities for a broad public-
use access agreement.”

The condition of this land in

Virginia varies — from ridges
that have been timbered to
reclaimed mining sites, Kreps
said.

“This shows that we’re try-
ing to do great conservation at
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Nature Conservancy buys 153K acres across SWVa.

COURTESY OF THE NATURE CONSERVANCY

This map shows the large land purchases The Nature Conservancy’s
Cumberland Forest Project has made to scale up conservation work in
Southwest Virginia.

See NATURE, Page A8

BY ZEKE MILLER, JILL COLVIN
and JONATHAN LEMIRE

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Defiant
in the face of widespread
criticism, President Donald
Trump renewed his belliger-
ent call on Monday for four
Democratic congresswom-
en of color to get out of the
U.S. “right now,” cement-
ing his position as the most
willing U.S. leader in gen-
erations to stoke the discord
that helped send him to the
White House.

Content to gamble that a
sizeable chunk of the elec-
torate embraces his tweets
that have been widely de-
nounced as racist, the presi-
dent made clear that he has
no qualms about exploiting
racial divisions once again.

“It doesn’t concern me be-
cause many people agree
with me,” Trump said at the
White House. “A lot of peo-
ple love it, by the way.”

The episode served notice
that Trump is willing to again
rely on incendiary rhetoric
on issues of race and immi-
gration to preserve his politi-
cal base in the leadup to the
2020 election.

There was near unani-
mous condemnation from
Democrats for Trump’s com-
ments and a rumble of dis-
content from a subset of Re-
publicans — but notably not
from the party’s congressio-
nal leaders.

Republican Sen. Mitt

Trump
digs in
on tweets
in face of
criticism
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Circuit Court Judge Sage Johnson talks about the
issues at the Washington County Courthouse in
Abingdon.
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Renderings of the former Kmart building were on display as an example of what a new courthouse at that location might look like.

Holding court First in meeting series draws

concern over real estate, retail

BY JOE TENNIS
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

A
BINGDON, Va. — Abingdon
citizens expressed con-
cerns at a town hall meet-

ing Monday night over falling real
estate prices at the center of town
if courtroom facilities relocate from
the historic Washington County
Courthouse.

Some also questioned losing retail
space in Abingdon if the Washing-
ton County Board of Supervisors
decides to buy the old Kmart build-
ing near I-81’s Exit 17 and convert
its 98,000 square feet into a new
courthouse.

Monday’s town hall at Virginia
Highlands Community College
marked the first in a series of infor-
mational and surveying sessions
staged by the Washington County
Board of Supervisors.

The plan for these meetings, ac-

cording to County Administrator
Jason Berry, is to educate the voting
public on the safety, space and
parking issues at the current court-
house, which has been standing in
Abingdon for 150 years.

“The bottom line is: It’s an old
structure that is no longer ade-
quate, not only for the current court
operations but the future,” Berry
said. “That’s the reality.”

No plans call for removing the
actual courthouse building, Berry
stated Monday night.

But, Berry said, studies have been
ongoing for more than six years on
the feasibility of moving the court
facilities from the structure, which
dates to the days of Andrew John-
son’s White House.

Moving the circuit court from the
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