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BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — Members of
Bristol Virginia’s Industrial De-
velopment Authority expressed
significant doubt Monday
about a developer’s plans to
build apartments at The Falls
commercial center.

While the IDA has no voice in
the review process, members
discussed the proposal put for-
ward by Blackwater Develop-
ment of Alabama that would
place 180 apartments on a 10-
acre parcel in the center of The
Falls — land designated for re-
tail or other commercial devel-
opment. Blackwater — which
developed the Hobby Lobby
store at The Falls — acquired

the land known as “lot 23” in
2017.

The City Council — which will
ultimately decide on the firm’s
request for a special-use per-
mit for the project — will host a
joint public hearing at tonight’s
regular council meeting. No ac-
tion is expected at this meeting.

“There are two distinct
camps,” said Paul Conco, who
was voted another term as
chairman by IDA members
Monday. “The matter comes
to City Council for public com-
ment, and I urge you to go and
tell them what you think. I’m
struggling because I see both
sides, but with Amazon com-
ing and the casino coming —

we need apartments; we need
housing. If you put apartments
there, that’s a 50-year decision;
a generational decision.”

IDA member Dan Marciano
called The Falls “the most valu-
able piece of [vacant] prop-
erty” in the city and urged
continuing to seek commercial
tenants.

IDA Vice Chairwoman Jackie
Nophlin also supports leaving
the site for retail development.

“I want to come at this from an-
other direction.When you put up
apartments you invite what hap-
pens in apartments — around
retail businesses,” Nophlin said.

Bristol IDA vocal, divided over Falls apartment plans
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Bristol Virginia Circuit Court Clerk Kelly Duffy (left) administers the
oath of office to new Industrial Development Authority members Nick
Esposito (second from right) and Dr. Imanuel Morenings (far right) during
Monday’s meeting.See IDA, Page A5
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BY ANDREA RODRIGUEZ
Associated Press

H
AVANA — Large
contingents of Cuban
police patrolled the

capital of Havana on Mon-
day following rare protests
around the island nation
against food shortages and
high prices amid the coro-
navirus crisis.

Sunday’s protests marked
some of the biggest dis-
plays of antigovernment
sentiment in the tightly
controlled country in years.
Cuba is going through its
worst economic crisis in
decades, along with a resur-
gence of coronavirus cases.

Many young people took
part in demonstrations in
Havana. Protests were also
held elsewhere on the island,
including in the small town
of San Antonio de los Baños,
where people objected to

power outages and were
visited by President Miguel
Díaz-Canel. He entered a
few homes, where he took
questions from residents.

Authorities appeared de-
termined to put a stop to the
demonstrations. More than
a dozen protesters were de-
tained, including a leading
Cuban dissident who was
arrested trying to attend a
march in the city of Santiago,
559 miles east. The demon-
strators disrupted traffic in
the capital for several hours
until some threw rocks and
police moved in and broke
them up.

Internet service was spotty,
possibly indicating an effort
to prevent protesters from
communicating with each
other.

“We’ve seen how the
campaign against Cuba was
growing on social media in

the past few weeks,” Díaz-
Canel said Monday in a
nationally televised appear-
ance in which his entire
Cabinet was also present.
“That’s the way it’s done: Try
to create inconformity, dis-
satisfaction by manipulating
emotions and feelings.”

In a statement Monday,
U.S. President Joe Biden said
Cuban protesters were as-
serting their basic rights.

“We stand with the Cuban
people and their clarion call
for freedom and relief from
the tragic grip of the pan-
demic and from the decades
of repression and economic
suffering to which they have
been subjected by Cuba’s
authoritarian regime,” Biden
said.

The U.S. urges the Cuban
government to serve their

Police patrol Havana in large
numbers after rare protests

CUBAN PROTESTS

BY PAUL J. WEBER
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Democrats
in the Texas Legislature on
Monday bolted for Washington,
D.C., and said they were ready
to remain there for weeks in a
second revolt against a GOP
overhaul of election laws, forc-
ing a dramatic new showdown
over voting rights in America.

Private planes carrying a
large group of Democrats took
off from an airport in Austin,
skipping town just days before
the Texas House of Representa-
tives was expected to give early
approval to sweeping new vot-
ing restrictions in a special leg-
islative session ordered by Re-
publican Gov. Greg Abbott.

By leaving, Democrats again
deny the GOP majority a quo-
rum to pass bills, barely a
month after a walkout thwarted
the first push for sweeping new
voting restrictions in Texas,
including outlawing 24-hour
polling places, banning ballot
drop boxes and empowering
partisan poll watchers.

“This is a now-or-never for
our democracy. We are holding
the line in Texas,” said Demo-
cratic state Rep. Trey Martinez
Fischer. “We’ve left our jobs,
we’ve left our families, we’ve
left our homes. Because there is
nothing more important than
voting rights in America.”

It was not immediately clear
how many of the 67 Democrats
in the Texas House left, but
party leaders said it would be
enough to bring the Legislature
to a halt.

The decision to hole up in
Washington is aimed at ratch-
eting up pressure on President

See TEXAS, Page A8
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Plainclothes police detain an anti-government protester during a protest in Havana, Cuba on Sunday.
Hundreds of demonstrators went out to the streets in several cities in Cuba to protest against ongoing
food shortages.

See CUBA, Page A5

Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Ten-
nessee officials have fired
the state’s top vaccination
official, who had been fac-
ing scrutiny from Republican
state lawmakers over her de-
partment’s outreach efforts to
vaccinate teenagers against
COVID-19.

Dr. Michelle Fiscus, the
medical director for vaccine-
preventable diseases and im-
munization programs at the
Tennessee Department of
Health, told The Tennessean
that she was fired Monday
as a scapegoat to appease
lawmakers. She provided the
newspaper with a copy of
her termination letter, which
does not explain the reason-
ing for her dismissal.

See VACCINE, Page A8
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