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BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Health has ap-
proved a controversial Bal-
lad Health plan to consoli-
date its perinatal services.

On Wednesday, state
Health Commissioner Lisa
Piercey issued her decision,
approving Ballad’s request
to consolidate neonatal
intensive care services in
Johnson City. She said three
of her children were treated
in NICUs, and she under-
stands the gravity of the
plan.

“As a parent, I also know
firsthand the stressors of
having a baby in the NICU.
Three of my four children
were NICU babies who ex-
perienced prolonged stays
due to prematurity, so I
personally understand the
significance of this deci-
sion,” Piercey said in the
statement.

Ballad will maintain its
Level III NICU at Niswonger
Children’s Hospital in John-
son City while downgrad-
ing the NICU at Holston
Valley Medical Center in
Kingsport from Level III to
Level I. The plan was met
with considerable public
opposition, especially from
people and elected officials
in the Holston Valley ser-
vice area, when it was an-
nounced last November.

“In objectively weighing
the pros and the cons of
consolidating NICU ser-
vices, it is my opinion that
the benefits of doing so
significantly outweigh the
detriments,” Piercey said
in the statement. “Guided
by the well-established
standards of regionalized
perinatal care, I find the
most notable benefit of
the consolidation to be the
enhancement in quality of
care and patient outcomes,
secondary to higher patient
volumes, sufficient physi-
cian coverage and timely
specialist access.”
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Multiple law enforcement agencies assisted the Scott County Sheriff’s Office on Wednesday as they conducted a
manhunt for a suspect who shot at officers during an attempted traffic stop. The incident happened on Roberts
Creek Road near Hiltons, Virginia. The subject of the manhunt, Timothy Manuel, was later shot and killed.
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A Virginia State Police helicopter and an armored vehicle were among the units that responded Wednesday.
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Scott County Sheriff Chris
Holder gives an update.

Suspect killed

Bristol man fatally shot after multi-agency manhunt
BY DALENA MATHEWS and ROBERT SORRELL

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

H
ILTONS, Va. — An attempted
traffic stop in Scott County,
Virginia, on Wednesday

morning set off a multi-agency
manhunt in Hiltons that resulted
in the fatal shooting of a Bristol
man.

Scott County Sheriff Chris Hold-
er said a deputy was traveling
along Roberts Creek Road when
he tried to stop a car with out-
of-state tags that was swerving.
When the car stopped, the driver

jumped out and
began shooting at
the officer with a
rifle before fleeing
into the nearby
woods, he said.

The deputy, who
was not identified,
was shaken up but

not injured, the sheriff said.
The driver, Timothy Manuel, 28,

of Bristol, Virginia, was believed
to still be armed and dangerous

Manuel

See MANHUNT, Page A9

BY ERIC TUCKER
and MARY CLARE JALONICK

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pri-
vate tensions between Jus-
tice Department leaders
and special counsel Robert
Mueller’s team broke into
public view in extraordi-
nary fashion Wednesday as
Attorney General William
Barr pushed back at the
special counsel’s “snitty”
complaints over his han-
dling of the Trump-Russia
investigation report.

Testifying for the first time
since releasing Mueller’s
report, Barr faced sharp
questioning from Senate
Democrats who accused
him of making misleading
comments and seeming at
times to be President Don-
ald Trump’s protector as
much as the country’s top
law enforcement official.

The rift fueled allegations
that Barr has spun Mueller’s
findings in Trump’s favor
and understated the grav-
ity of Trump’s behavior. The
dispute is certain to persist,
as Democrats push to give
Mueller a chance to answer
Barr’s testimony with his
own later this month.

Barr separately informed
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee that he would not
appear for its scheduled
hearing Thursday because
of the panel’s insistence that
he be questioned by com-
mittee lawyers as well as
lawmakers. That refusal sets
the stage for Barr to possibly
be held in contempt of Con-
gress.

At Wednesday’s Senate Ju-
diciary Committee session,
Barr spent hours defending
his handling of Mueller’s
report against complaints
from Democrats and the
special counsel himself.
He said, for instance, that
he had been surprised
that Mueller did not reach
a conclusion on whether
Trump had tried to obstruct
justice, and that he had felt
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