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BVU raising water, sewer rates
BY DAVID MCGEE

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — Planned
multimillion-dollar upgrades
to BVU Authority’s water and
sewer systems are driving mod-

est rate increases that were ap-
proved Friday.

The authority board voted
to approve a $1 increase in the
monthly residential rates for
water service while commercial

customer rates are to increase
$2 on July 1. The new rates will
be $13.11 per month inside
the city limits and $19.67 out-
side the city for residential and
$25.61 for commercial clients in

the city and $39.77 outside the
city.

It is the first increase in water
rates since 2015, officials said.

“We just completed a com-
prehensive water leak detection

study of the system. Our prob-
lem is we’re probably going to
have to spend about $10 mil-
lion on the water system over

See BVU, Page A6
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R
andy Hartsock places American

flags on the embankment outside of

American Legion Hackler-Wood Post

145 in Bristol, Tennessee, in preparation for

Memorial Day weekend. LEFT: State flags

flank the American flag as it waves over the

Veterans Memorial at Cumberland Square

Park on Friday afternoon in Bristol, Virginia.
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Passenger
rail study
finalized

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — A final version of
the city’s study of bringing passenger
rail service to the Twin City has been
completed.

Findings of the study were unveiled
last December and show a forecast
4.5 percent positive return on in-
vestment if Amtrak and the state
of Virginia extend intercity service
from Roanoke to Bristol. The study
was a joint project of the city, the
Bristol Chamber of Commerce, Vir-
ginia Tobacco Region Revitalization
Commission, the U.S. Department
of Agriculture and the Appalachian
Regional Commission.

Conducted by AECOM consult-
ing group, the 102-page study offers
ridership and revenue projections
for the proposed service and shows
operating revenues could potentially
offset operating costs, depending on
how the service is structured.

It forecasts 23,600 annual rid-
ers from a Bristol stop, 16,800 at
Wytheville and 40,200 at Christians-
burg. The current Roanoke stop has
baseline of 97,600 riders and is fore-
cast to lose about 8,400 annually
if the other stops are added. It also
forecasts one train per day, leaving
northbound at 9:15 a.m. and south-
bound at 6:15 p.m.

Additionally, the study forecasts be-
tween $30 million and $32.7 million in
track improvements would be needed
to accommodate passenger service.

Expanded service is expected to
generate between 14 and 22 direct
jobs and between 36 and 57 total jobs
across Virginia, over a variety of in-
dustrial sectors and categories to sup-
port increased consumer demand.

However, the likelihood of any pas-
senger rail expansion in Virginia has
been dealt two significant blows.
Last year, railroad track owner Nor-
folk Southern Railway announced it
was withdrawing from a Virginia De-
partment of Rail and Public Trans-
portation study to focus on other

ONLINE
» To view the study, visit www.bristolva.org.

US sending troops, jets toMiddle East to counter Iran
BY SUSANNAH GEORGE
and LOLITA C. BALDOR

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
will send hundreds of addition-
al troops and a dozen fighter
jets to the Middle East in the
coming weeks to counter what
the Pentagon said is an escalat-
ing campaign by Iran to plan
attacks against the U.S. and its

interests in the region. And for
the first time, Pentagon officials
on Friday publicly blamed Iran
and its proxies for recent tanker
bombings near United Arab
Emirates and a rocket attack in
Iraq.

President Donald Trump told
reporters Friday that the 1,500
troops would have a “mostly
protective” role as part of a

build-up that began this month
in response to what the U.S said
was a threat from Iran.

The announcement caps
three weeks of elevated ten-
sions with Iran, as the adminis-
tration hurled accusations of an
imminent attack and abruptly
deployed Navy warships to the
region. The moves alarmed
members of Congress, who

demanded proof and details,
amid fears the U.S. was lurching
toward open conflict with Iran.

Adding to the uncertainty,
Trump alternated between
tough talk toward Iran and a
more conciliatory message,
insisting he is open to negotia-
tions with the Islamic Republic.

See IRAN, Page A6
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