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CANDIDATE VOTE TOTAL

DAVID L. CHAPMAN 269

MAHLON LUTTRELL 843 (WINNER)

DANNY LEE McDONALD 31

VINCE TURNER 920 (WINNER)

MILES VANCE 607

STEVE WILLINGER 373
100% precincts reporting

Voters elect two to council
BY LEIF GREISS

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Tenn. — Vince
Turner and Mahlon Lut-
trell easily won the two
at-large seats on Bristol
Tennessee City Council on
Tuesday.

Turner led the six can-
didates, winning 30.2% of
the vote while Luttrell fol-
lowed at 27.7%, according
to unofficial vote totals
Tuesday night. The two

winners were followed by
Miles Vance at about 20%,
Steve Willinger at 12.3%,
David Chapman at 8.8%

and Danny Lee McDonald
at 1%.

Luttrell, Turner capture two open at-large seats on panel
Bristol,Tennessee
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Merj is one of the larger hemp growers in Tennessee, with nearly 200 acres in Sullivan County. BELOW: Some of the hemp plants that will be planted.
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Workers plant a field with hemp on Tuesday at Merj.

Growing
like a weed

Sullivan farm licensed to grow hemp, hopes
to cash in on ‘explosion of popularity of CBD’

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Tenn. — A single tractor
and four workers methodically
idled up and down a freshly

tilled 10-acre field Tuesday, stopping
every 6 feet to carefully insert a 6-inch-
tall seedling into the earth, its tiny
green leaves barely protruding from
the tan, dusty soil.

It was planting day for Merj, a startup
industrial hemp company, in the roll-
ing hills of Sullivan County. Industrial
hemp production was expanded in
Tennessee under terms of the 2018
Farm Bill. Owned by the Leonard fam-
ily that operates Electro-Mechanical
and its subsidiary companies, Merj
is among the newest producers to
obtain state approval to grow cannabis
sativa — a tall canelike plant known for
hemp fiber and cannabidiol, or CBD.

The leafy plant is the same genus

and species as marijuana, but hemp
contains only 0.3% of tetrahydrocan-
nabinol, or THC, the psychoactive
component that makes the other plant
illegal under federal law.

Hemp is currently grown in 24 states,
with Tennessee ranking fifth in U.S.
production in 2018 with about 3,300
acres, according to a report by Hemp
Industry Daily.

“After passage of the Farm Bill, we
obtained a license from the state of
Tennessee where we can grow hemp
here at our farm. We’re planting today
and should be finished planting by
mid-June,” Merj CEO Howard Broad-
foot said Tuesday during a media
event. “Our expectation is the crop will
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Democratic
impeachment
calls swell
asMcGahn
defies order

BY MARY CLARE JALONICK
and LISA MASCARO

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — More
Democrats are calling —
and more loudly — for im-
peachment proceedings
against President Donald
Trump after his latest defi-
ance of Congress by block-
ing his former White House
lawyer from testifying on
Tuesday.

A growing number of
rank-and-file House Demo-
crats, incensed by former
counsel Don McGahn’s
empty chair in the Judiciary
Committee hearing room,
are confronting House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and
pushing her and other lead-
ers to act. Their impatience
is running up against the
speaker’s preference for a
more methodical approach,
including already-unfold-
ing court battles.

Pelosi summoned some of
them — still a small fraction
of the House Democratic
caucus — to a meeting of
investigators Wednesday to
assess strategy.

Some other Democratic
leaders, while backing Pelo-
si, signaled that a march to
impeachment may at some
point become inevitable.

“We are confronting what
might be the largest, broad-
est cover-up in American
history,” Majority Leader
Steny Hoyer told reporters.
If a House inquiry “leads
to other avenues including
impeachment,” the Mary-
land Democrat said, “so be
it.”

Reps. Joaquin Castro of
Texas and Diana DeGette of
Colorado added their voices
to the impeachment inqui-
ry chorus.

“There is political risk in
doing so, but there’s a great-
er risk to our country in do-
ing nothing,” Castro said on
Twitter. “This is a fight for
our democracy.”
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Mahlon Luttrell (left) and Vince Turner discuss their victories.
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