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Mueller ends probe silence
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Special counsel Robert Mueller speaks at the Department of
Justice on Wednesday in Washington on the Russia probe.

Special counsel declares his Russia report did not exonerate Trump
BY ERIC TUCKER, MICHAEL BALSAMO

and CHAD DAY

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Special
counsel Robert Mueller said
Wednesday that charging Presi-
dent Donald Trump with a crime
was “not an option” because of

federal rules, but he used his first
public remarks on the Russia in-
vestigation to emphasize that he

did not exonerate the president.
“If we had had confidence that

the president clearly did not com-
mit a crime, we would have said
so,” Mueller declared.

The special counsel’s remarks
stood as a pointed rebuttal to
Trump’s repeated claims that he

was cleared and that the two-
year inquiry was merely a “witch
hunt.” They also marked a coun-
ter to criticism, including by At-
torney General William Barr, that
Mueller should have reached a

If we had had confidence
that the president

clearly did not commit a
crime, we would have said so.”

— Robert Mueller,
special counsel in Russia investigation
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Buzz cut
Helicopter service trims
hard-to-access trees near
BVU Authority power lines

Authorities

search for

evidence in

Mendota

murder case
BY ROBERT SORRELL

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

MENDOTA, Va. — More than
70 law enforcement officers
from multiple agencies scoured
through woodlands and fields
Wednesday and found addition-
al evidence in an ongoing triple
murder case.

The Washington County Sher-
iff’s Office contin-
ues to investigate
the case involving
James Michael
Wright, a 23-year-
old Mendota man
who authorities
said confessed to
killing three wom-
en near his home
over an 18-day period in Febru-
ary and March.

WCSO Capt. Jamie Blevins said
officers returned to Mendota on
Wednesday morning to search for
any possible evidence in the case.

“We have found additional evi-
dence,” said Blevins, who spoke
with the Bristol Herald Courier
outside the Mendota Commu-
nity Center, where officers coor-
dinated their efforts.

Blevins, who leads Washington
County’s Criminal Investiga-
tions Division, said the evidence

See MENDOTA, Page A9

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Va. — Anyone who sees Chris
Sanders flying his helicopter-mounted
aerial saw around the Twin City should

know its performing vegetation maintenance
around BVU Authority power lines — not part
of a James Bond movie.

A larger aerial saw was featured in the 1999
Bond film “The World Is Not Enough,” but Hol-
lywood cameras are nowhere around this week.
BVU contracted with Sanders, owner of Helicop-
ter Powerline Services of Bluefield, Virginia, to
trim trees along rights of way of its power lines
on some of the most challenging terrain, Presi-
dent and CEO Don Bowman said Wednesday.

“We typically do this in five-year cycles. Basi-
cally, it’s for rugged terrain; it won’t be within
100 feet of a structure other than maybe a
barn,” Bowman said. “For us, it’s vegetation
management. Probably the three most com-
mon causes of outages are vegetation, animals
and lightning. We can’t control lightning, but
this will help with the other two. Animals are
usually climbing to get food sources so we’re
moving their food sources further back.”

Everything from raccoons and snakes to
squirrels and birds can and do impact the
delivery of electric service, Bowman said. BVU
maintains a 100-foot right of way, 50 feet per
side, around power lines in rugged terrain.

The company was selected through a
request-for-proposals process under the Vir-
ginia Procurement Act. BVU is paying $1,650

Charging the president
with a crime was

therefore not an option we
could consider.”

— Robert Mueller,
on the Justice Department prohibiting the prosecution
of a sitting president
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Pilot Chris Sanders with Helicopter Powerline Services trims trees in Washington County.
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What was your
biggest takeaway
from the remarks
made Wednesday

by special counsel Robert Mueller
on the Russian investigation into
election meddling? Take the poll
at HeraldCourier.com.
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for Trump impeachment. A11
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