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Mark Nichols, aka “Hobo Shoestring” (his hobo name), talks about his years of riding trains across the United States, Canada and Mexico.

LIFE OF A

HOBO

ALONG THE RAILS

Mark Nichols — aka ‘Hobo Shoestring’ —

finds freedom, danger in train hopping

I’ve done
and

tried almost
everything
on Earth, and
nothing makes
me more happy
and sound than
riding trains
and being free.”
— Mark Nichols,
longtime hobo
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OHNSON CITY, Tenn. — Mark Nichols lives in a small apartment
near downtown Johnson City, but four static walls aren’t what he’s
used to — home is on the rails.

The 48-year-old former U.S. Army helicopter mechanic is one of just a
handful of modern-day railroad hobos — a longtime American lifestyle
that had its heyday in the Great Depression but has since lost popular-
ity. He goes by the moniker “Hobo Shoestring” — a name pulled from
the lyrics of an old Mel McDaniel country music tune from the 1980s.

The tune’s lyrics are practically about Nichols’ life, he said, one that
has taken him along the rails to every state except Hawaii. He’s also
ventured into Canada and Mexico.

BY ROBERT SORRELL | BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

See HOBO, Page A6

Trump
claims
victory
in deal

BY JILL COLVIN, ZEKE MILLER

and COLLEEN LONG
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump’s deal to avert
his threatened tariffs on Mexico
includes few new
solutions to swiftly
stem the surge of
Central American
migrants flow-
ing over America’s
southern border.

But it delivers
enough for Trump
to claim a political win.

The decision — announced
by tweet late Friday — ended a
showdown that business leaders
warned would have disastrous
economic consequences for both
the U.S. and one of its largest
trading partners, driving up con-
sumer prices and driving a wedge
between the two allies. And it
represented a win for members
of Trump’s own party who had
flooded the White House with
pleading calls as well as aides
who had been eager to convince
the president to back down.

But ultimately, it gives Trump
the ability to claim victory on a
central campaign promise that
has been largely unfulfilled as he
prepares to formally launch his
2020 campaign.

“In the face of naysayers, Presi-
dent Trump yet again delivered
a huge victory for the Ameri-
can people,” Trump campaign
spokesman Tim Murtaugh said
in a statement, applauding the
president for using “the threat
of tariffs to bring Mexico to the
table” and “showing that he is
willing to use every tool in his
toolbox to protect the American
people.”

Trump ran in 2016 pledging to
crack down on illegal immigra-
tion, but instead has watched as
the number of border crossings
has spiked to its highest level in
over a decade — with U.S. Border
Patrol apprehending more than
132,000 people in May, including
a record 84,542 adults and chil-
dren traveling together.
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